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REPORT OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR CONSULTATIVE BOARD (PSCB) OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG) HELD IN KATHMANDU, NEPAL ON 24-25 NOVEMBER 2006

REPORT OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR CONSULTATIVE BOARD (PSCB) OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

A.
Opening of the meeting

Inaugural Session

 1.      
The Sixth Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) of the International Jute Study Group (IJSG) was held in Kathmandu, Nepal on 24-25 November 2006. The Hon’ble Minister for Finance, Government of Nepal, Dr. Ram Saran Mahat was present in the inaugural session of the meeting as the Chief Guest. Apart from the delegates of the meeting the dignitaries present in the meeting were Mr. A.F.M. Sarwar Kamal, Secretary General, IJSG; Mr. Bharat Bahadur Thapa, Secretary, Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supplies, Government of Nepal; Mr. Sanjay Kajaria, Chairman, PSCB; H.E. Mr. Imtiaz Ahmed, Ambassador of Bangladesh to Nepal; Mr. Raj Kumar Golchha, President, NJMA; Mr.Chandi Raj Dhakal, President, FNCCI; Mr. Humayun Mazhar, Chairman, PJMA; Mr. R.K. Poddar, Chairman, IJMA; Mr. A.K. Kankaria, Chairman, IJIRA; Mr. Diwakar Golchha, 1st Vice-President, FNCCI; Mr. Champa Lal Rathi, Ex-President, NJMA and Mr. Santosh Rijal, Program Coordinator.  
2.     
Dr. Ram Saran Mahat, the Hon’ble Minister for Finance, Government of Nepal in his 
inaugural speech thanked the organisers of the meeting. He specially thanked the 
International Jute Study Group (IJSG) for holding the PSCB meeting in Nepal. He 
expressed his happiness to be present in the meeting and hoped that important papers 
would be presented and fruitful discussions would be held in the PSCB meeting on 
jute related matters. He added that appropriate recommendations will emerge 
which will be useful in solving the problems of the jute sector and for overall growth 
of the jute sector.
3.    He spoke on the Nepal jute situation and remarked that jute is an important crop of Nepal and a large number of Nepalese people are dependent on this crop for their livelihood. He mentioned various jute related issues particularly rising price of jute bags and assured that Government of Nepal would work for the benefit of farmers and the industry. In this context he appreciated the role of the International Jute Study Group and remarked that the organisation is working for the over all development of this sector. Government of Nepal will try to do whatever is possible and would consider duty exemption and providing other facilities so that the Nepal jute industry could flourish.  He further mentioned that Nepal is presently passing through a period of transition and due attention will be given to this sector as soon as this transition period is over.                  

  4.   
Mr. Bharat Bahadur Thapa, Secretary, Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supplies, Government of Nepal thanked the organisers and expressed his happiness to be present in the meeting. He expressed his hope that the meeting will come out with useful recommendations which will facilitate the growth of Nepal economy.


Statement by the Secretary General of the IJSG
5. Mr. A.F.M. Sarwar Kamal, Secretary General of the IJSG welcomed the Hon’ble Minister for Finance, Government of Nepal; Secretary, Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supplies, Government of Nepal and delegates to the Sixth Meeting of the PSCB. He thanked the organisers of the meeting, especially Mr. R.K.Golchha, President, NJMA, for his contribution in holding this meeting in Kathmandu, Nepal. He remarked that the presence of his Excellency, the Hon’ble Minister of Finance would provide a momentum in the IJSG’s endeavour to make contributions towards the overall development of the global jute economy. He expressed his happiness to see the delegates from Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and India and observed that this indicated their commitment for the development and growth of the global jute sector. 

6. He highlighted the role of PSCB and opined that PSCB is a very important body as it 
provides direct linkage with the industry and an opportunity for experts, 
technologists and the stakeholders of the industry to discuss problems faced by the 
industry. He remarked that there is scope of diverse applications of traditional 
products and also for the development of a wide range jute diversified products.

7. The Secretary General expressed his hope that the PSCB would discuss various important    issues and remarked that private sector could play a major role in the upliftment of the jute sector. 

8. He pointed out that although the PSCB has an advisory role, it can make certain efforts in market promotion of jute products and in increasing cooperation between the manufacturers and the consumers. He further opined that PSCB can contribute in formulating marketing strategies, management policies and in addressing environmental issues.

9. He remarked that IJSG wants to strengthen the PSCB and the Secretariat has, therefore, invited some non-member organisations/associations to attend this meeting in an attempt to convince/encourage them to become Associate Members of IJSG.

10. He informed the meeting that an International Year of Natural Fibres(IYNF) is likely to be observed in 2009 once the next UN General Assembly endorses the proposal forwarded by FAO to this effect. He emphasized that PSCB can play a very pivotal role in various activities related to the observance of the International Year of Natural Fibres 2009. He mentioned that in this regard discussion / preparatory meetings are being organised by Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) with different International Commodity Bodies to draw up an appropriate action plan. He expressed his confidence that this would enable to project positive and eco-friendly attributes of Natural Fibres for wider acceptance by the masses, motivate the world community to use more Natural Fibre products. 

11. The Secretary General then informed the meeting about the completion of the Road Map project and mentioned that the recommendations suggested in the report would provide directions and guidelines for future activities to be carried out for the benefit of all concerned in the jute sector.  

12. He referred to the on- going projects undertaken by the Secretariat especially the projects entitled (i) Small Scale Entrepreneurship Development in Diversified Jute Products and (ii) Jute Reinforced Polyolefines and expressed his hope that successful implementation of these projects would provide opportunities for producing useful diversified jute products and a larger section of people would be benefited. This would also provide a chance for development of large number of small entrepreneurs in the jute sector.

13. The Secretary General mentioned that IJSG is making attempts to address various problems like disposal of jute products, lack of low cost retting technology, dearth of modern machinery, etc. He expressed his hope that IJSG would get support and cooperation from all in appropriately addressing the problems faced by the jute sector.

14. The Secretary General underscored the necessity for increasing the number of Members of IJSG and he informed the meeting that the IJSG Secretariat is making contacts with the former IJO Member countries especially Nepal, Pakistan, Myanmar, Thailand, Egypt, etc. to convince them to become Members of the IJSG. He urged upon the Government of Nepal to consider becoming a member of the IJSG so as to enable the group to include Nepal as a participating country in various developmental projects and activities undertaken by the IJSG.

Statement by the Chairman of the Private Sector Consultative Board of IJSG
15. Mr. Sanjay Kajaria, Chairman of the PSCB welcomed the Hon’ble Minister for 
Finance, Government of Nepal; Secretary General of the IJSG; Secretary, 
Ministry of 
Industry, Commerce and Supplies, Government of Nepal and all the distinguished 
delegates to the Sixth PSCB Meeting. He referred to the various events that have 
taken place since the last meeting, highlighting the importance on increasing the 
number of Associate Members.

16. The Chairman pointed out some important issues like production and distribution of certified jute seeds, necessity of continued R&D efforts by all jute producing countries to improve the quality of fibre, necessity for improvement of processing machinery and adoption of modern technology in the jute sector for over all improvement of productivity. He remarked that market promotion of jute products is highly necessary. He added that jute based pulp and paper, composites, technical textiles, geo-textiles, soft luggage, shopping bags, curtains; home textiles are very important diverse areas which need proper attention.  

17.
Referring to the agenda of the meeting he remarked that the delegates would discuss 
the issues and make thoughtful and fruitful contributions towards framing agreed 
recommendations. He reiterated that the IJSG will have to play a pivotal role in 
promoting the 
cause of jute globally. 

          Business Session
              Session I (special session)
18.
In the business session the following two papers (1) Development of Raw Jute in 
Nepal by Dr. Deva Bhakta Shakya, Director, Agro Enterprises Centre (FNCCI) and 
(2) Challenges faced by Jute Industries in Nepal by Mr. Prakash Mundhra, Vice-
President, NJMA were presented. The papers highlighted the Nepal jute situation. The 
presentations were followed by discussion.
          Session II
19.
Mr. Md. Siddiqur Rahman, Consultant (Operations), IJSG welcomed the Secretary General of IJSG and the delegates to the meeting. He expressed his gratitude to Nepal Jute Mills Association (NJMA) particularly Mr. R. K. Golchha, President, NJMA 
for providing cooperation in successfully organising the meeting. He also thanked Mr. Santosh Rijal, Programme Coordinator, for his support and cooperation. A list of the participants is placed at Annex-I.

Adoption of Agenda
20.
The meeting adopted the provisional agenda for the Sixth Meeting as contained in 
Document CB (V)/1 and reproduced in Annex-II. A list of Associate Members as 
on 19 October 2006 is given at Annex-III. An updated list of documents pertaining 
to the agenda is given at Annex-IV.


Report on Associate Membership of IJSG
21.
The IJSG Secretariat presented a report on the status of Associate Membership of 
IJSG as on 19 October 2006 and informed the meeting that 2 (two) new Associate 
Members have joined 
IJSG.

22. The Chairman informed the meeting that the IJSG Secretariat has sent invitation 
letters to different Associations and Organisations of Europe, Japan, India, etc. to join 
IJSG as Associate Members. He requested all to take initiative to increase the number 
of Associate Members.

23. The Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) reviewed the status of the Associate Members of IJSG and suggested that the PSCB should have more Associate Members to include exporters, importers, traders, market experts, manufacturers together to make the Board more effective. The Board observed that letters of request may be sent from the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the PSCB to all prospective Associate Members, particularly in consuming countries to join as Associate Members (Agenda item A.4).

24.
The PSCB noted the comments of the delegates and requested the Chairman and the Vice-Chairmen to continue efforts to get more Associate Members (Agenda item A4). 
25. The PSCB noted the position of renewal of Associate Membership. The PSCB 
decided to send letters of request to all Associate Members to renew their 
membership on time. (Agenda item A.4). 


Financial Status of Associate Members’ Contribution
26. The PSCB noted the financial statement of Associate Members’ contribution as given at Annex-3 of Document CB (V)/1.

27. The Secretariat informed the meeting that the PSCB fund is remaining unspent and some appropriate programme may be taken up  to utilise this fund.
28. The Chairman remarked that the PSCB fund may be allowed to build up to a substantial amount so that it could be utilised by undertaking an important task / activity felt necessary and agreed upon by the Associate Members.
29. The delegate of IJT remarked that the fund may be allowed to accumulate. 

30. The PSCB noted the financial statement of the PSCB (Agenda item A5).
B.
Review and discussions on new ideas and recommendations made in the Fifth meeting of the PSCB
a)
The feasibility/desirability of setting up Common Standards and Specifications for different Jute products 

31. The IJSG Secretariat informed the meeting that as per decision of the Fifth PSCB 
Meeting a Committee was formed to harmonise all the raw jute standards existing 
in different jute producing countries. The committee headed by Mr. Faizur 
Rahman Chaudhury, a Vice-
Chairman of PSCB, held a meeting at the IJSG 
headquarters, Dhaka and submitted a report 
with some recommendations. It was 
circulated to Members of the Committee for views and comments. As no comments 
were received by the Convenor of the committee or the JSG Secretariat, the report 
was placed in the meeting as Appendix I. 
32. Taking part in the discussion, the delegate of PJMA referred to the recommendations of the report and remarked that he would like to differ with the recommendations that standards of jute is not necessary. He mentioned that the reason for doing this was that as the price of raw material has increased, the importers sometimes do not get the exact grade of fibre they need.  For this reason he thought that it was necessary to incorporate some standards and requested IJSG or PSCB to do something about it. He suggested that an easy mechanism should be developed by IJIRA or BJRI for testing jute fibre to determine fibre grades so as to ensure that the buyers get the right grade of fibre. He further suggested that if necessary cotton classification system using ‘Uster’ may be adopted in this respect.  
33.
The Chairman remarked that jute is classified into different grades by physical 
parameters and eye estimation. To change the grading system is a difficult task. 
IJIRA has done a lot of scientific work on this. It has been tried in India but not 
with success. The industry or the society is not prepared to accept new things which 
are not very easy to handle. So the industry has to work with whatever is available. He 
remarked that the suggestion of using ‘Uster’ is good but it will entail extra cost. It is 
not known how much money will be required for such a study and whether it will be 
feasible to develop such a testing machine suitable for a small quantity of fibre. 
However, the R&D organisations should work to develop a suitable mechanism for 
easy determination of fibre grade.

34. 
The delegate of PJMA remarked that he understands the limitation but the 
manufacturers are facing a lot of problems for making quality products. If BJRI or 
IJIRA takes any initiative PJMA will collaborate with them in this regard. 
35.
The chairman suggested that the report may be approved.

36.
The Board noted the comments of the delegate and approved the recommendations of 
the harmonisation committee for raw jute standard.

b)
Cooperation with buyers'/consumers' organisation  

37. The IJSG Secretariat informed the meeting that a committee was formed with IJMA 
as the convenor to prepare a report on the issue and submit it to the IJSG Secretariat. 

38. The Chairman remarked that with the establishment of the PSCB the cooperation is already there and the buyers and consumers are cooperating with each other. He mentioned that PJMA, NJMA and IJMA publish their reports which may be sent to IJSG for sharing of information.
39. The Secretary General remarked that the existing cooperation among the buyers and consumers may be strengthened for smooth trading of jute and jute products.
40. The Board noted the comments of the delegates and observed that efforts should be made to enhance the already existing cooperation between the buyers’ and consumers’ organizations. The Committee formed for this purpose may formulate their recommendations for consideration of the PSCB. 

c) 
Sharing of information generated including technologies developed by R&D 
Institutions on jute and jute goods and related matters
41.
The Chairman remarked that in India IJIRA is doing a lot of research works and publication is coming out every year on various research projects. IJIRA may be contacted through PSCB for any technical information required by the members.

42.
The delegate of IJT suggested that R&D and HRD institutions of India and Bangladesh may be requested to supply at least one copy of each publication to the IJSG Library and Resource Centre for use by all concerned. The visitors and users of the Library will get the required information and would be in a position to utilise those information according to one’s necessity.

43.
The Secretariat informed the meeting that the IJSG Secretariat is already doing it and has requested concerned R&D institutions to send a copy of their publications and technical papers to the IJSG Library. 

44.
The Chairman remarked that Seminars / Workshops may be organized in  non-member countries to convince them to become members of IJSG. In this regard he suggested holding Seminars / Workshops in Myanmar, Thailand as they are jute/kenaf producing countries.

45.
The delegate of Bangladesh remarked that holding of Workshop in Myanmar and Thailand would be useful.
46.
The Board noted with satisfaction the successful holding of Workshops in Nepal, 
Malaysia and Pakistan and requested the IJSG Secretariat to hold similar 
Workshops 
in other jute/ kenaf producing countries like Myanmar, Thailand etc. to promote 
sharing of information on R&D activities as well as on development of 
technologies apart from the drive on new membership for IJSG.

47.
The Board also requested the Members concerned to send the reports of any study 
undertaken by their respective R&D Institutions / Organisations / Associations to 
the 
IJSG Secretariat so that the Secretariat could inform all the Associate Members of 
these information / studies.
d)
Report on steps for compilation of a database on tariff and non tariff barriers on Jute

             and jute products
48.
The Chairman remarked that this is an important issue and compilation of database of tariffs and non-tariff barriers is necessary for trading of jute and jute products. The exporters could provide relevant and correct information on tariffs and type of barriers they face in exporting their goods.

49.
The delegate of PJMA informed the meeting that Iran has increased import duty on jute products from 20-30% to 50%. He further informed that jute has been banned in Cotton packing and there are non-tariff barriers in tobacco packing.
50.
The Chairman remarked that tariff and non-tariff barriers should be addressed through this International forum as international issues because these are issues of specific countries.  He further remarked that concerted efforts should be made to promote jute, have a pro-jute lobby and work out some means to promote jute as a harmless natural fibre and that jute and jute products should be free from non-tariff barriers. He also remarked that sometimes it happens that barriers are imposed to protect the local industry or local crop. He suggested making an attempt to convince them that jute is not harmful to their industry.   He hoped that the matter may be taken up at the WTO level and with ITC so that the issue could be settled there.  He emphasised that for this it is necessary to have data from all the exporters of raw jute as well as jute products. He requested all the Associate Members to provide this information within two months so that the data could be compiled and circulated to Associate Members before discussing in the next meeting.
51.
The Secretary General remarked that it has put a big threat and more broad based information is required. He requested all to provide necessary information so that the Secretariat could take up the matter with relevant International Bodies.
52.
The Chairman mentioned that some days back he got information that traces of Pentachlorophenol has been found in Hessian packing of Tobacco. The matter was checked with IJIRA who informed that such chemical is not used in Hessian. So there has to be a promotional lobby to contact the Tobacco Association, Packers Association, etc. to convince them that jute is not harmful to them. Buyers-Sellers meet is not necessary; instead cooperations among the Associations like Cotton Association, Tobacco Association, and Peanut Association would be more useful. It is necessary to convince them as it has been done in case of Food Grade Jute Bags. 
53. The Board noted the comments of the delegates and requested all Associate Members 
to submit information in this regard to the IJSG Secretariat for compilation. The 
Board also requested all the members to submit a country paper mentioning the 
existing problems on the above with appropriate suggestions for remedial measures to 
the IJSG Secretariat so that these could be discussed in the next PSCB Meeting.   

e)  
Strategy for promotion of marketing of technical textiles including jute 

geo-textiles

54. The delegate of JMDC remarked that it is necessary to promote jute geo-textiles showing its environmental aspects. He informed that JMDC has already prepared Standards and Manuals for jute geo-textiles. This has formed the basis of acceptability of jute geo-textiles. But it is necessary to adopt the Euro code otherwise it would be difficult to sell jute geo-textiles in Europe. He added that bio-degradability of jute geo-textiles is not a deterrent. He also mentioned that Nepal is facing a land slide and soil destabilisation problem which could be addressed adequately by using jute geo-textiles. He remarked that it is necessary to look for other areas like agro-textiles which are promising and need to be capitalised and exploited. It is necessary to work out modus operandi how to go about it in clear terms.      
55. The IJSG Secretariat referred to the trade mark registration of geo-jute by an American Company and requested the delegates to give their opinion in this regard. 

56. The delegate of JMDC remarked that only the name of the American Company which market geo-jute and that it is blocking the sell of jute geo-textiles have been reported. But it is necessary to have more details to proceed in this matter. The available information perhaps is not sufficient to constitute a legal case against the Company. 

57. The delegate of PJMA remarked that Mr Denis has provided the address of the website and the name of the Company. As the name of the Company is known and if it has a registered trade mark on geo-jute a suit may be filed with the trade mark authority where it has been registered. 
58. The Chairman remarked that earlier this type of case was filed by JMDC when some one in Europe had taken patent on Hessian. But since we are now working under an international framework we have to work out modalities to use PSCB to fight this case or IJSG can come forward or any individual country can also do it.
59.
The Secretary General remarked that much details about this particular issue are not 
known to us. He emphasised that more information need to be collected and the 
issue is to be examined and discussed in the next PSCB meeting to decide on the 
issue.
60.
The Chairman remarked that if there is any appropriate case the PSCB fund may be 
utilised to fight this case on international level. He proposed that with the consent 
of 
the members’ possibility to fight this issue may be worked out through PSCB.

61. The delegates of PJMA, BJA and NJMA supported the proposal.
62.
The Chairman remarked that as regards technical textiles there are many issues. In 
this respect one strategy paper is going to come out from the Government of India 
which will cover jute 
also. He mentioned that geo-textile is one area and there are 
agro-textiles which need attention. He remarked that a lot of changes are taking 
place in European and American agriculture farming where the prospect of using  
jute 
as agro-textiles is increasing. He remarked that although we are losing the 
packaging 
market we are gaining the agriculture market. So that is another avenue where we 
should work together and promote jute as agro-textiles. 
63. 
The Board noted the comments of the delegates and requested the members to collect 
more 
information about trade mark registration on geo-jute by a US company to 
enable the Board to decide on the issue in the next PSCB meeting
f)
Improvement of processing machinery: 25 % increase in productivity
64. Mr Humayun Mazhar, the Convenor of the committee, remarked that from the statistics of Bangladesh jute export it is observed that 55-60% was rejection or low quality fibre. For improvement of productivity we need better quality fibre but the quality of jute fibre is deteriorating. So it is necessary to improve the processing machinery to improve the productivity. He further remarked that 70-80% are traditional products and 15-20% are value added products. It is necessary to modernise / upgrade existing machinery to produce diversified products but it is also necessary to have machinery to process coarse fibre to protect the traditional products.
65. He further remarked that the application of enzymes for up-gradation of fibre quality is very important. A lot of work on enzyme has been done and technologies for production and application of enzymes have been developed. He informed that a member of the Technical Committee attended a training program in Dhaka for 15 days but that could not be utilised for commercial application. He proposed that a trial of commercial application of enzymes may be conducted in a jute mill of Pakistan.
66. The Chairman remarked that it is necessary to design machinery which are capable of using coarse fibres. He added that the proposal of Mr. Humayun Mazhar was a good one and requested Dr. Chakrabarty to give his views on the issue.    
67. Dr. Chakrabarty informed that IJIRA has been working on this area for a long time and has developed technologies for production and application of enzyme for improvement of quality, pliability, spinnability of jute fibres. He mentioned that IJIRA could actively participate in this activity i.e. application of enzymes and other bio-technical tools for the improvement of low quality fibre. He informed the meeting that IJIRA has a lot of publications on enzymes and would share  these information with IJSG.
68. The Chairman requested Dr. Chakrabarty to pass on these information to IJSG so that these could be distributed to all the members.

69. Dr. Chakrabarty consented that he would send these information to IJSG. 

70. The Chairman wanted to know from Mr. Humayun Mazhar whether he would like to 
hold a 
workshop on enzymes in Pakistan. Mr. Humayun Mazhar replied in the 
affirmative. The Chairman remarked that Bangladeshi scientists may also be 
involved in this activity.
71.
The Secretariat informed the meeting that IJSG has implemented a project on 
production and application of enzymes for the improvement of fibre quality and has 
set up an Enzyme Plant in a jute mill of Bangladesh. The plant is working well. 

72.
The PSCB noted the comments of the delegates on the report submitted by Mr. Humayun Mazhar and requested the delegate of IJIRA to send all information about Enzyme production and treatment of jute fibres to the IJSG Secretariat. The Board also consented to the proposal of holding a workshop on Improvement of fibre quality by Enzyme treatment to be organized by PJMA.
g)
Standard Jute Contract

73.
The Chairman informed the meeting that there was a suggestion from the EUROJUTE for Standard Jute Contract. He remarked that Standard Jute Contract for jute and jute products is not feasible because with the changing world it is between a buyer and a seller to decide what type of contract they want to have. In fact no supplier would like to loose his buyers and definitely would like to satisfy their requirements. He mentioned that jute contracts were made in 1950s and 1960s. Now every buyer knows what they are buying and every seller knows what they are selling. They know how to get their contract fulfilled. He remarked that we can go about this matter when EUROJUTE comes back with suggestions.
74.
The Secretariat informed the meeting that according to the decision of the last PSCB meeting the Secretariat requested EUROJUTE to provide information about the cases of Arbitration and also the frequency of these cases. EUROJUTE informed that they do not like to disclose the names and other particulars of the cases. The Secretariat then requested them to attend this meeting and express their opinion along with their arguments in favour of their request. When EUROJUTE informed that they will not be able to attend the meeting the Secretariat requested them to send their views in writing so that the Secretariat could circulate it to the members and discuss in this meeting. The Secretariat has not received any written views from them till today. 

75.
The Secretary General mentioned that EUROJUTE is insisting on the matter and they want to see that all EUROJUTE transactions should be based on this contract. He mentioned that the Secretariat is receiving a lot of letters from EUROJUTE and giving threats that they will take it up with European Union or UNCTAD.  
 76.
The delegate of PJMA remarked that it is necessary to specifically know from them what harm is being done to the jute sector for lack of Standard Jute Contract. He further remarked that as we have not received any suggestion from any other buyer for a new jute contract it is not a substantive case at all
77.
The Chairman remarked that the contract is between a buyer and a seller and one cannot force it on anyone. He further remarked that the PSCB may discuss it when EUROJUTE comes up with their suggestions.
78.
The Board noted the comments of the delegates and decided that the issue may be discussed if EUROJUTE provide their viewpoints / suggestions in writing to IJSG.




h)        Overall strategy for the jute sector
79.   
The Chairman remarked that IJSG has published the ‘Road Map for Jute’ which has 
identified the areas where all can work together for the benefit of jute sector. He 
proposed to adopt this report and requested the Secretary General to work with 
European Union countries and CFC/other donors to get funds for development of new 
generation machinery.

 80.          The Board endorsed the Report “A Road Map for Jute”.          

C.         Consideration of New Activities (Agenda item C)
a)
       Promotional activities including Disposal Protocol for Jute Products
81. 
The Chairman remarked that we all should work for the promotion of jute products and work together to remove any obstacles in marketing of jute and jute products. He remarked that the PSCB may recommend to the IJSG Council to undertake market promotional activities. If we could make any progress in this line it may be the way to protect the farmers, the industry and the jute community. He requested all to use this joint forum to 
promote jute and jute products.    

82.
The delegate of BJA remarked that it is a good idea and the matter of promotion of 
jute and jute products should be taken up in an international level because as natural 
fibre jute protects the environment and it should be explained to them.

83.
The PSCB decided to recommend to the Council for undertaking Market promotional  
activities to retain the existing market for traditional products and to create new 
market for diversified products.

D.       Other Business

a)         International Year of Natural Fibres
84.
On a request from the Chairman, the Secretary General informed the meeting that in 
respect of observance of the International Year of Natural Fibres in 2009 the 
IJSG Secretariat is in touch with FAO. FAO has already set up an International 
Steering Committee (ISC) where IJSG is an active member. The issue was 
discussed in the last COP meeting and COP has authorized IJSG to spend some 
money and approved US$ 5000 for helping FAO to formulate a broad based plan 
to 
observe the International Year.

85.
The Secretary General added that in fact a resolution was originally proposed by IJSG in 2004 and also in the Intergovernmental Group on Jute, Kenaf and Allied fibres in early 2005. Later it was discussed in the annual meeting of FAO in November 2005 and a resolution was adopted which is lying with the UN General Assembly for its endorsement. It is expected that this resolution may be adopted and various details are being worked out.
86.
He further informed that many private companies will also participate in the 
observance of 
the International Year of Natural Fibres. All will be informed once 
the
Steering Committee finalizes various programme after the adoption of the 
resolution 
by the UN General Assembly. He added that in the meanwhile FAO has informed 
IJSG to be prepared to observe this IYNF whether it is adopted in the UN General 
Assembly or not  particularly on technical point.

87.
He told the meeting that the next International Steering Committee meeting is 
scheduled   to be held in Rome in next January and various activities for 2009 will be 
finalised. Once this is done we will 
get back to you and in the meanwhile as Mr. 
Chairman has already mentioned we like to request all members to generously 
contribute towards the observance of this very important event so that we can 
through some light on the importance of the 
natural fibre like jute to the world 
community in general.    

b) 
Local Issues
88.
The Chairman informed the meeting that there are some local issues which may be 
discussed in the meeting. He mentioned that 
Nepal has already expressed their 
problem in the earlier session. Pakistan, India, Bangladesh may also have their own 
problems. He, therefore, suggested that this forum may be used to communicate with 
the Governments and recommendations indicating the problem and priority areas may 
be sent to the Governments.
89.
The delegate of Arihant Multi-Fibres Ltd. informed the meeting that the papers 
presented in the earlier session indicate that out of total requirement of raw fibre, 
Nepal produces only 
35% and for  the remaining 65% Nepal is dependant on other 
countries. He mentioned that Bangladesh exports raw jute to Nepal and wanted to 
know from Bangladesh delegates whether Bangladesh would continue to export raw 
jute to Nepal. 
90.
He added that in the last PSCB meeting he made a request to Bangladesh authority to 
supply 50-60 kg bale instead of 180 kg bale which will be beneficial to them. 
Bangladesh was requested to consider this particular point.

91.
The delegate of BJA remarked that Bangladesh would export as much raw jute is 
required by Nepal. He added that they would make the supply timely and will give 
standard grade as required by Nepal. He added that the quantity of a bale is an 
officially recommended matter and it would not be possible to go beyond this as this 
is the standard of a bale.
92.
The Chairman remarked that Nepal has mentioned transportation problem from India 
which needs to be addressed He suggested that IJSG could also take up the matter 
and see that Nepal gets the raw material they need. 

93
The delegate of Bangladesh remarked that after getting feed back from the members              
IJSG can take initiative to proceed with the country paper. 
94.
The Chairman remarked that the country papers have to come from all the 
stakeholders. The Associations or the individuals have to give their suggestions to 
PSCB. The IJSG Secretariat ultimately will design the country paper and 
communicate with individual country representative and then circulate to the 
respective government.

 95.
He added that it is possible to sort out a lot of our day to day problems and country to 
country problems like
India and Bangladesh are facing. The borders are not open; the 
contracts can not be timely fulfilled and goods cannot be timely delivered. These are 
the issues which need to be addressed at international levels and when the chief of a 
country comes to another country we can have these issues addressed through 
international forum.
E.
Consideration of recommendations to be submitted to the Council of IJSG

96. 
The PSCB decided to recommend to the Council for undertaking Market promotional  
activities to retain the existing market for traditional products and to create new 
market for diversified products.
F.       Date(s) of the Seventh Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board

97.
The PSCB authorized the Chairman to fix the date of the Seventh Meeting of the 
PSCB 
preferably in July 2007 in consultation with Vice-Chairmen and the Secretary 
General of the 
IJSG (Agenda item F).
G.
Adoption of the record of recommendations/decisions of the Sixth meeting of the 
PSCB
98.
The PSCB authorized Mr. Md. Siddiqur Rahman, Consultant (Operations) to finalise the 
record of Recommendations/Decisions of the Sixth meeting of the PSCB which will be 
circulated at the Eighth Session of the Council of IJSG scheduled to be held on 24-25 April 
2007 (Agenda item G).
99.
The full report of the meeting will be distributed in due course by the Secretariat for 
information of Members, Associate Members and Observers.
…………………......
6
12

