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      13 June 2005
REPORT OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR CONSULTATIVE BOARD (PSCB) OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

HELD AT THE IJSG HEADQUARTERS, DHAKA ON 17 APRIL 2005
REPORT OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR CONSULTATIVE BOARD (PSCB) OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

A.
Opening of the meeting

1.
The Fourth meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) of the International Jute Study Group (IJSG) was held at the IJSG Headquarters, Dhaka on 17 April 2005. Mr Muhammad Shams-ul Haque, Chairman of the PSCB opened the meeting and welcomed the Secretary General of IJSG and the delegates to the meeting. A full list of the participants is contained in Annex-I.

A.I
Adoption of Agenda

2.
The PSCB adopted the provisional agenda for the Fourth meeting as contained in Document CB(IV)/1 and reproduced in Annex-II. A list of Associate Members as on 16 April 2005 is given at Annex-III. An updated list of documents pertaining to the agenda is given at Annex-IV.

A.2
Statement by the Secretary General of IJSG
3.
The Secretary General of IJSG welcomed the delegates to the Fourth meeting of the PSCB and spoke about the role of PSCB and pointed out that private sector could play a major role in the upliftment of jute sector. He remarked that it is a great experience to have Private Sector in the mainstream of IJSG. 
4.
He mentioned that in case of rubber and cotton private sector plays a major role in development activities. Industry also takes a leading role in forming policies of International Rubber Study Group, makes contact with the government at their level and does a lot of promotional activities for natural rubber. Some of these concepts may also be adopted for jute. He remarked that although PSCB has an advisory role it can do certain things for market promotion and increasing cooperation between industry and consumers. He suggested that inter industry issues like cooperation with buyers and users and cooperation among themselves may be the first priority of PSCB. The cooperation may cover marketing strategies, management policies, environment issues, etc. He suggested that the meeting should discuss the ways for making PSCB effective. 

5.
He hoped that the participants would discuss various important issues and come up with appropriate recommendations for the overall growth of the sector. He mentioned global market trends and the strategy for jute and jute products stressing on policy formulation and increased international cooperation. He reiterated that the meeting could address the existing problems of the industry and provide necessary recommendations. In this context, he referred to the problem mentioned by Mexim s.a that a USA Company is shifting out of jute packaging since there is a disposal problem of used jute hessian. He also mentioned the problem of the presence of silica in jute fibre used in making insulation paper. He hoped that these problems would be discussed and appropriate solution found out. He suggested that in the present context, a world federation of natural fibres may be established with sisal, coir, etc. to safeguard the interest of jute as well. He spoke about the necessity of standards for different jute products. He mentioned that a study in India has shown that absence of standards has affected the expansion of the jute market. He remarked that the jute producing countries, especially India and Bangladesh could play a major role in the promotion of diversified and market-oriented jute products.

A.3
Statement by the Chairman of the Private Sector Consultative Board of IJSG

6.
Chairman, PSCB extended a warm welcome to the Secretary General and all the delegates. He thanked the Secretary General and IJSG Secretariat for organising this meeting.
7.
He highlighted the activities carried out during the last year. He mentioned that the following action plan is vitally needed to revive the world's most important natural fibre for next generation:

i. To arrest the declining trends of quality of jute fibre and jute seeds and arrange distribution of truthfully certified quality seeds.

ii. To take necessary steps to augment farmers' income in order to keep the growers’ interest to produce quality fibres by ensuring fair and stable price.

iii. Massive R&D efforts by all concerned organizations of the jute producing countries especially India and Bangladesh preferably with support from the private sector with adequate incentive package for the R&D scholars and scientists.

iv. Interaction amongst R&D institutes and private sector groups.

v. Adequate funding by the stake holders under the patronage of the government apart from whatever funding could be obtained from international agencies.

vi. Indirect support by providing preferred freight rates, tax, incentives, inland carriage for the bulk items to compete with international competitors.

8.
The Chairman mentioned that the area of technical textiles has large opportunity of growth and technical application oriented products need to be developed particularly geo-textiles and composites. 

9.
He also mentioned that an effective market development and promotion programme need to be developed. He explained that a prioritized “product-market matrix” needs to be developed keeping in view the opportunities in the markets and the capabilities in the producing countries.

10.
The Chairman suggested to form an Executive Committee of the PSCB to sort out .problems relating to trade by interaction with each other.
11.
The Chairman thanked Mr Md Siddiqur Rahman, and other staff members of the IJSG Secretariat who had extended sincere help and cooperation without which the job of PSCB could not be possible.

12.
The Chairman requested the delegates to give their opinion and suggestions how to overcome the problems and make the PSCB more effective.

13.
The Secretary General informed the meeting that the Government of India has formulated a National Jute Policy, 2005 which mentions important points like 

i. Adaptive research on jute 

ii. Strengthening of existing gene pool of jute and mesta

iii. To ensure production and availability of good quality jute seeds

iv. Modernisation of post harvest practices and machinery through interface with manufacturing firms

v. To ensure a reasonable market for jute products by continuing the on going policy of reserving food grains and sugar to be packed in packaging materials made from jute

vi. To strengthen Institute of Jute Technology (IJT) to grow and progress as an autonomous institution on innovative lines.
vii. To set up a National Jute Board to coordinate the several jute related organisations and to synchronise and synergise the integrated development of jute sector as a whole.

14.
He suggested that Bangladesh Government could also consider a similar policy.

15.
He referred to the 2 day seminar recently held in Nepal where a lot of enthusiasm was observed among the senior government officials, people of the industry and the farmers. 

16.
He remarked that the Nepal jute industry is very active and produces about 64 thousand Metric tonnes of jute products as against jute fibre production of 30,000. They are keen to become Associate Members.
A.4
Report on Associate Membership of IJSG
17.
The Chairman presented a report on the status of Associate Membership of IJSG as on 16 April 2005 and remarked that 2 (two) new Associate Members have joined and 2 (two) Associate Members have informed the IJSG Secretariat that they would not renew their Associate Membership.
18.
He informed the meeting that the IJSG Secretariat has sent invitation letters to different Associations and Organisations of Nepal, Indonesia, Myanmar, UK, Thailand, Japan, etc. to join as Associate Members.
19.
The Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) reviewed/noted the status of the Associate Members of IJSG and decided that the number of members of the PSCB should be increased to get all exporters, importers, traders, marketers, manufacturers together to make the Board  more effective. The Board also decided that the Chairman/ Vice-Chairman of the Board may appeal to all prospective Associate Members, particularly in consuming countries to join as Associate Members (Agenda item A.4).

20.
The PSCB noted the decision of Sri Varalakshmi Jute Twine Mills Pvt. Ltd. and NV Unicorn carpets not to renew their Associate Membership and that their Associate Membership stands revoked from the date of the receipt of notification by the IJSG Secretariat (Agenda item A.4).

21.
The PSCB noted the position of six other Associate Members who have not yet renewed their Associate Membership. The PSCB decided to request them to renew their Associate Membership by end June 2005 and recommended to the Council to revoke their Associate Membership if they fail to renew the same by June 2005 (Agenda item A.4). 

A.5
Financial Status of Associate Members’ Contribution
22.
The PSCB noted the financial statement of Associate Members’ contribution as given at Annex-3 of Document CB(IV)/1.
23.
The Secretary General remarked that most of the money is remaining unspent. Attempts may be made to effectively use this money specially by organising seminar on some important trade / industry matters. He suggested that a two day workshop/seminar may be held involving farmers, scientists, industrialists and policy makers segmented in different sessions like seed, retting, storage, labour, technology, machinery, diversified products etc. to develop appropriate policy for the jute sector.
24.
The delegate of Jute Spinner’s Ltd suggested that a seminar on the issues pointed by Mexim s.a. could be organised with the resources of PSCB.
25.
The delegate of JDPC suggested that a seminar / buyers-sellers meet or a market promotion programme may be organised in a non-jute producing consumer country.
26.
Noting the financial status, the PSCB decided to organise a Seminar where the issues and concerns raised by Mexim s.a. may be discussed and resolved. The cost of such a seminar to be organised in Dhaka will be met out of the resources of the PSCB. (Agenda item A.5)
27.
The PSCB noted the comments of the delegates and decided to recommend to the Council to take up a market promotion programme in a non-jute producing consumer country under the auspices of IJSG (Agenda item A.5)
B.
Review and discussions on new ideas discussed and recommendations made in the Third meeting of the PSCB

a)
The feasibility/desirability of setting up Common Standards and Specifications for different Jute products 

28.
The Secretary General spoke about the suggestions received from Mexim s.a., Switzerland and BJMC, Dhaka. He mentioned the concerns raised by Mexim s.a. on high standard of moisture regain and lower landed weight of hessian cloths and jute bags. He suggested that in this regard BSTI and IJIRA may be involved to look into these problems. He also mentioned the quality parameters of jute yarns and suggested that BJSA may be requested to give a description of each type of yarn and BSTI, BJSA, IJIRA, IJMA may meet and finalise the standards.
29.
The delegate of BJA informed the meeting that BJA is working on the standard definition of export grades of jute and mesta and expects that it will get approval from BSTI very soon.
30.
The delegate of BSTI informed the meeting that the approval will be given soon.

31. The Chairman, PSCB informed the meeting that he would send letters to Mexim s.a. requesting for more details about shipment dates and arbitration procedure.

32. The delegate of BJMC said that he would send a copy of standards for Hessian, Sacking and CBC to IJSG.
33. The Secretary General suggested that the four items of diversified jute products as mentioned by BJMC may be standardised in consultation with India. 

34. The delegate of BSTI commented that these are new items to be standardised and suggested to inform BSTI about these items. BSTI will send it to the Technical Committee for necessary action.
35.
The Committee considered the suggestions of Mexim s.a. and decided that Standards for the 
following items/products may be obtained from the concerned institutes of Bangladesh and 
India and revisions suggested.



i)
Hessian Cloth and Jute Bags, and 



ii)
Jute Yarns



As regards raw jute, BJA/BSTI will submit a status report on new standards.

36.
The PSCB discussed the issue of Standards for Diversified Jute Products mentioned by BJMC. These standards will be developed by National Agencies and IJSG will be kept informed.

b)
Cooperation with buyers'/consumers' organisation  

37. 
The Secretary General suggested to remind IJMA to submit the report as early as possible.

38. 
The Committee decided to request the IJMA to take urgent steps in this regard.
c)
Report on information collected by the PSCB Secretariat from concerned Associations and R&D Institutions of different studies including technologies developed by R&D Institutions on jute and jute goods and related matters

39. 
The Secretary General informed the meeting that whatever information or articles are received from the R&D Institutes or internet are passed on to the Associate Members for information. 
40.
The Committee decided that this effort will continue.
d)
Report on steps initiated for compilation of a database of tariffs on jute and jute products and non-tariff barriers relating to these products

41. 
The Secretary General informed the meeting that it is difficult to get information about non-tariff barriers. He mentioned that the IJSG Secretariat has requested all Associate Members to provide relevant information in this regard.

42. 
Representative from BJMC pointed out some para-tariff and non-tariff barriers in case of exports of certain Jute Products from Bangladesh to India. This should be brought to the notice of the Government of India for an early resolution of the issue.
e)
Strategy for promotion of marketing of technical textiles including jute geotextiles

43.
The Chairman informed the meeting that JDPC will organise a Seminar on Jute geotextiles.
f)
Improvement of processing machinery

i)
Common database
44.
The Secretary General commented that IJIRA has prepared a paper on the matter which has been circulated to all Associate Members. So there is no need to carry it forward.
ii)
25% Increase in productivity 
45.
The PSCB recommended to the Council for a sanction of US$ 680 to IJIRA for undertaking a review of past work and available technologies in other fibres that may be adopted in the jute industry and for preparation of a report.

iii)
A quantum jump 
46. The Secretary General commented that the proposal was based on transfer of textile technologies / machinery to jute system which is really very difficult. He also mentioned that all the textile machine manufacturers are in Europe and they are not interested in a fibre like jute. He suggested that any development required has to be done by the jute producing countries. 

47. The Secretary General suggested to request the Associate Members to send their comments on the papers prepared by IJIRA 

iv)
Cost effective technologies
48.
The PSCB noted that if some private mills have achieved significant improvement in the environment inside their jute mills this information may be circulated to other Associate Members for possible adoption.

g)
Common HS Codes for jute and jute products

49. The Secretary General made a brief statement on the preparation of common HS Codes.
50. The Committee appreciated the role of IJSG in taking efforts to prepare Common HS Codes. Secretary General informed the Committee that it will be finalised very soon.


h)
Overall strategy for the jute sector

51. 
The Secretary General informed the meeting that an overall strategy for jute sector has been approved by the IJSG Council and has been distributed to the Members of IJSG.

C.
Other Business


Seed situation
52. The delegate of BJMC informed the meeting that it has been reported in the press that there has been an acute shortage of seeds in the market, but there was no forecast from any authority on it.
53. The Secretary General informed the meeting that on the basis of informal information about shortage of jute seed the IJSG Secretariat had written to the government of India and government of Bangladesh to review the jute seed situation and take appropriate policy to handle the situation.

54.
The delegates noted the present jute seed crisis and urged upon the Governments of all jute 
producing countries to take precautionary measures on time i.e. before harvesting of the crops 
so that the farmers/seed producers/concerned organisations can take up necessary 
programmes/ steps for production and collection of sufficient quantity of good quality seeds.

55.
Government should take up incentive programmes which should be announced well before 
the harvesting season.

D.
Consideration of recommendations to be submitted to the Council of IJSG
56.
The PSCB recommended to the Council to 


(a) 
Sanction US$ 680 from the IJSG Special Account for preparation of a report as 


described in Para 13 of the Record of Recommendation.

(b)
Impress upon member Governments to review the Seed Situation well in time at least before the next jute season and take appropriate measures to make quality seeds available to farmers.


(c)
Take up appropriate market promotion programmes in consultation with the private 

sector.

E.
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the year 2004/2005
57.
The Members of PSCB unanimously elected Mr. Shams-ul Haque, Bangladesh as Chairman 
and Mr. Sanjay Kajaria, India and Mr. Denis Kalomeni, Switzerland as Vice Chairmen of 
PSCB for the Jute year 2005-06 (Agenda item E). 

F.
Dates of the Fourth meeting of the PSCB
58.
The PSCB authorised the Chairman to fix the date of the Fifth meeting of the PSCB in next six month in consultation with Vice-Chairmen and the Secretary General of IJSG (Agenda item F).
G.
Adoption of the record of recommendations/decisions of the Third meeting of the PSCB
59.
The PSCB authorised the Chairman, Mr. F.H. Bhuiyan, Mr P.M. Saha, and Mr. Md. Siddiqur Rahman to finalise the record of the recommendations/decisions of the Fourth meeting of the PSCB which will be circulated at the Sixth Session of the Council of IJSG scheduled to be held on 19-20 April 2005 (Agenda item G). The record of recommendations/decisions of the Fourth meeting of the PSCB is provided in Annex-V of the document.

60.
The full report of the meeting will be distributed in due course by the Secretariat for information of Members, Associate Members and Observers.
-------------------
ANNEX - I

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
	    Chairman
	Mr Muhammad Shams-ul Haque

Chairman & Managing Director 

Jute Spinners Ltd.


House No. 98, Road No. 9A

Dhanmondi R A, Dhaka-1209



	Tel: 8802 811 1994

Fax: 8802 811 1650 

E-mail: shams@agni.com


	Bangladesh Jute


Association (BJA)
	Mr P M Saha 

Member, Executive Committee


Bangladesh Jute Association


77 Motijheel, Dhaka-1000


	Tel: 8802 956 7980 

Fax: 8802 956 1485

E-mail: ijtco@accesstel.net


	
	Mr Sirajul Hoque Prodhan


Secretary



Bangladesh Jute Association

77 Motijheel, Dhaka-1000


	Tel: 8802 955 2916

Fax: 8802 956 1122 Attn.BJA

	Bangladesh Jute Mills  Corporation (BJMC)
	Mr Md Amirul Islam

General Manager (Marketing)

Bangladesh  Jute Mills Corporation

Adamjee Court

115-120 Motijheel, Dhaka-1000


	Tel: 8802 955 8198

Fax: 8802 956 4740

E-mail: bjmc@bttb.net.bd


	Bangladesh Jute Research Institute (BJRI)
	Dr M Sahadad Hussain

Director General

Bangladesh Jute Research Institute

Manik Mia Avenue, Dhaka-1207

	Tel: 8802 9110868

Fax: 8802 9118415

E-mail: bjri@bdmail.net


	
	Dr Firoze Shah Sikder


Director (Agriculture)


Bangladesh Jute Research Institute

Manik Mia Avenue, Dhaka-1207


	Tel: 8802 911 6096 

Fax: 8802 911 8415 

E-mail: bjri@bdmail.net

	Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association (BJSA)
	Mr Mahmudul Huq

Vice-Chairman
    



Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association

55 Purana Paltan (3rd floor), Dhaka


	Tel: 8802 955 1317 

Fax: 8802 956 2772

	
	Mr Shahidul Karim

Secretary

Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association

55 Purana Paltan (3rd floor), Dhaka


	Tel: 8802 955 1317 

Fax: 8802 956 2772

	Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI)
	Mr Md. Safiqur Rahman

Director (Standards)

Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution

Maan Bhahban 

116/A, Tejgaon Industrial Area

Dhak-1208 

	Tel: 8802 9898115

Fax: 8802 9131581

E-mail:  bsti@bangla.net


	Jute Diversification Promotion Centre (JDPC)
	Dr A B M Abdullah

Executive Director

Jute Diversification Promotion Centre

IJSG Premises, Dhaka


	Tel : 8802 91245511

Fax : 8802 9121523

E-mail : edjdpc@yahoo.com


	
	Mr Mohammad Fazlul Haque Bhuiyan

Director (MRP)

Jute Diversification Promotion Centre

IJSG Premises, Dhaka


	Tel : 8802 91245511

Fax : 8802 9121523

E-mail : edjdpc@yahoo.com


	Mawada Traders
	Mr Syed Md. Hussain 

Chairman and Managing Director

Mawada Traders



96/1 Moneswar Road

Zikatola (Ground Floor), Dhaka-1209

	Tel: 8802 966 3419 

Fax: 8802 862 3181 

E-mail: mawada@bangla.net

	
	Mr Mohd. Anwar Hossain

G.M. (Operation)

Mawada Traders



96/1 Moneswar Road

Zikatola (Ground Floor), Dhaka-1209

	Tel: 8802 966 3419 

Fax: 8802 862 3181 

E-mail: mawada@bangla.net

	Jute Spinners Ltd.
	Mr Md Faizur Rahman Chowdhury

Executive Director

Jute Spinners Ltd.

House No. 98, Road No. 9A

Dhanmondi R A, Dhaka-1209


	Tel: 8802 811 1994

Fax: 88 02 811 1650 

E-mail: shams@agni.com


	International Jute Study Group (IJSG)
	Mr T Nanda Kumar

Secretary General

IJSG, Dhaka


	Tel: 8802 9125581-85

Fax: 8802 9125248-49

E-mail: secy.gen@jute.org


	
	Mr Shish Haider Chowdhury

Finance & Administrative Officer

IJSG, Dhaka


	Tel: 8802 9125581-85

Fax: 8802 9125248-49

E-mail: fin.adm@jute.org


	
	Mr Md Siddiqur Rahman

Consultant (Operations)

IJSG, Dhaka


	Tel: 8802 9125581-85

Fax: 8802 9125248-49

E-mail: projects@jute.org


	
	Dr Latifa Binte Lutfar

Operations Officer

IJSG, Dhaka


	Tel: 8802 9125581-85

Fax: 8802 9125248-49

E-mail: projects@jute.org

	
	Mr Dewan Sayeedul Hassan

Media & Information Officer

IJSG, Dhaka
	Tel: 8802 9125581-85

Fax: 8802 9125248-49

E-mail: info@jute.org
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ANNEX-II

AGENDA 

A. Opening of the Meeting
1. Adoption of Agenda
2. Statement by the Secretary General of the International Jute Study Group (IJSG)

3. Statement by the Chairman of the Private Sector Consultative Board of IJSG

4. Report on Associate Membership of IJSG
5. Financial Status of Associate Members’ Contribution
B. Review and Discussions on Ideas and Recommendations made in the Third Meeting of the PSCB 
a) The feasibility/desirability of setting up Common Standards and 
Specifications for different jute products

b) Cooperation  with buyers’/ consumers’ organisation

c) Report on information collected by the PSCB Secretariat from concerned Associations and R&D Institutions of different studies including technologies developed by R&D Institutions on jute and jute goods and related matters

d) Report on steps initiated for compilations of a database of tariffs on jute and jute products and non-tariff barriers relating to these products

e) Strategy for promotion of marketing of technical textiles including jute geo-textiles

f) Improvement of processing machinery

g) Common HS Codes for jute and jute products 

h) Overall strategy for the jute sector
C.
Other Business

D.
Consideration of Recommendations to be submitted to the Council of IJSG

E.
Election of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman for the year 2005/2006
F.
Date(s) of the Fifth Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board

G.
Adoption of the Record of Recommendations/Decisions of the Fourth Meeting of the PSCB
ANNEX – III

LIST OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

(as on 16 April 2005)

As per decision of the Fifth Session of the Council of IJSG, the membership of 39 (thirty-nine) Associate Members (List A) were approved by the Council.

The Secretary General was authorised to provisionally accept Associate Members subject to subsequent approval by the Council. Accordingly 2(two) Associate Members (List B) have been provisionally accepted by the Secretary General. Thus the total number of Associate Members is now 41 (Forty one).

List A and List B of the Associate Members of the Private Sector Consultative Board are as follows:

LIST – A

Sl. No.
Country
Name of the Organisation/Association/Entities



 1.
Bangladesh
Sonali Aansh Industries Ltd., Dhaka




 2.
Bangladesh
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC), Dhaka




 3.
Bangladesh 
Jute Spinners Ltd., Dhaka






 4.
Bangladesh
Mawada Traders, Dhaka






 5.
Bangladesh
Bengal Braided Rugs Ltd., Dhaka





 6.
Bangladesh
The Golden Fibre Trade Centre Ltd., Dhaka




 7.
Bangladesh
Bangladesh Jute Association (BJA), Dhaka




 8.
Bangladesh
Karnaphuli Paper Mills Limited (KPM), Rangamati




 9.
Bangladesh
Bangladesh Jute Mills Association (BJMA), Dhaka (Not renewed)


10.
Bangladesh
Women Entrepreneurs Association of Bangladesh (WEAB), Dhaka (Not
renewed)
11.
Bangladesh
Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association (BJSA), Dhaka



12.
Bangladesh
Bangladesh Jute Research Institute (BJRI), Dhaka




13.
Bangladesh
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI), Dhaka


14.
Bangladesh
Jute Diversification Promotion Centre (JDPC)

15. 

Bangladesh  
Faridpur Jute Fibres Ltd., Dhaka (Not renewed)
16.

Bangladesh
Sonali Boyan Shilpo, Dhaka (Not renewed)
17.

Bangladesh
Alhaj Jute Mills Ltd.
18.
India

A B Composites Private Limited, Kolkata (Not renewed)




19.
India

Gloster Jute Mills Ltd., Kolkata





20.
India

Bally Jute Company Ltd., West Bengal




21.
India

Sri Varalakshmi Jute Twine Mills Pvt. Ltd., Andhra Pradesh (Won’t renew)

22.
India

The Champdany Industries Limited, Kolkata




23.
India

The Ganges Manufacturing Co. Ltd., Kolkata



24.
India

Extra Weave, Kerala






25.
India

Jute Manufactures Development Council (JMDC), Kolkata



26.
India

The Lagan Jute Machinery Company Limited, Kolkata


27.
India

Indian Jute Mills Association (IJMA), Kolkata




28.
India

Murlidhar Ratanlal Exports Ltd., Kolkata



29.
      India
Birla Corporation Ltd., Kolkata

30.
      India
Indian Jute Industries’ Research Association (IJIRA),Kolkata

31.
      India
Institute of Jute Technology (IJT), Kolkata
32.

India
Reliance Jute Mills (International) Ltd., Kolkata

33.

India
East India Commercial Company Limited, Andhra Pradesh

34.  
India
The Naihati Jute Mills Company Ltd., Kolkata

35.
      Pakistan
Pakistan Jute Mills Association (PJMA), Karachi

36.
      Cote d' Ivoire
Filtisac s.a., Karachi

37.
      Switzerland
Mexim s.a., Geneva

38.

Belgium
N V Unicorn Carpets, Belgium (Won’t renew)
39.

USA
Alpha Meridian Inc., Suwanee (Not renewed)

List -B

1. 

Nepal
Arihant Multi-Fibres Limited, Biratnagar
2.

India
Prasad Seeds (P) Ltd., Andhra Pradesh
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ANNEX - V

Record of Recommendations/ Decisions adopted by the Private Sector Consultative 
Board (PSCB) at its Fourth meeting held in Dhaka on 17 April 2005 

1.
The Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) reviewed/noted the status of the Associate 
Members of IJSG and decided that the number of members of the PSCB should be 
increased to get all exporters, importers, traders, marketers, manufacturers together to make 
the Board  more effective. The Board also decided that the Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the 
Board 
may appeal to all prospective Associate Members, particularly in consuming 
countries to join as Associate Members (Agenda item A.4).
2.
The PSCB noted the decision of Sri Varalakshmi Jute Twine Mills Pvt. Ltd. and NV Unicorn 
carpets not to renew their Associate Membership and that their Associate Membership stands 
as revoked from the date of the receipt of notification by the IJSG Secretariat (Agenda item 
A.4).

3.
The PSCB noted the position of six other Associate Members who have not yet renewed their 
Associate Membership. The PSCB decided to request them to renew their Associate 
Membership by end June 2005 and recommended to the Council to revoke their Associate 
Membership if 
they fail to renew by June 2005 (Agenda item A.4). 

4.
Noting the financial status, the PSCB decided to organise a Seminar where the issues and 
concerns raised by Mexim s.a. may be discussed and resolved. The cost of such a seminar to 
be organised in Dhaka will be met out of the resources of the PSCB.


5.
The PSCB noted the comments of the delegates and decided to recommend to the Council to 
take up a market promotion programme in a non-jute producing consumer country under the 
auspices of IJSG.

6.
Noting the contents of the agenda notes contained in item B, the Board made the following suggestions/recommendations:

a)
The feasibility/ desirability of setting up Common Standards and Specifications 

for different jute products
7.
The Committee considered the suggestions of Mexim s.a. and decided that Standards for the 
following items/products may be obtained from the concerned institutes of Bangladesh and 
India and revisions suggested.



i)
Hessian Cloth and Jute Bags, and 



ii)
Jute Yarns


As regards raw jute, BJA/BSTI will submit a status report on new standards.

8.
The PSCB discussed the issue of Standards for Diversified Jute Products mentioned by BJMC. These standards will be developed by National Agencies and IJSG will be kept informed.


b)
 Cooperation with buyers'/consumers' organisations  

9.
The Committee decided to request the IJMA to take urgent steps in this regard.

c)
Report on information collected by the PSCB Secretariat from concerned 
Associations and R&D Institutions of different studies including technologies 
developed by R&D Institutions on jute and jute goods and related matters.


10.
The Committee decided that this effort will continue.


d) 
Report on steps initiated for compilation of a database of tariffs on Jute and Jute 
products and non-tariff barriers relating to these products

11.
Representative from BJMC pointed out some para-tariff and non-tariff barriers in case of exports of certain Jute Products from Bangladesh to India. This should be brought to the notice of the Government of India for an early resolution of the issue.

e)
Strategy for promotion of marketing of technical textiles including jute geo-
textiles
12.
The Chairman informed the meeting that JDPC will organise a Seminar on Jute Geotextiles.

f)
Improvement of processing machinery

13.
The PSCB recommended to the Council for a sanction of US$ 680 to IJIRA for undertaking a review of past work and available technologies in other fibres that may be adopted in the jute industry and for preparation of a report.

14.
The PSCB noted that if some private mills have achieved significant improvement in the environment inside their jute mills this information may be circulated to other Associate Members for possible adoption.


g)
Common HS Codes for jute and jute products
15.
The Committee appreciated the role of IJSG in taking efforts to prepare Common HS Codes. 
Secretary General informed the Committee that it will be finalised very soon.


Other Business (Agenda item C)

16. 
Seed Situation


The delegates noted the present jute seed crisis and urged upon the Governments of all jute 
producing countries to take precautionary measures on time i.e. before harvesting of the crops 
so that the farmers/seed producers/concerned organisations can take up necessary 
programmes/ steps for production and collection of sufficient quantity of good quality seeds.

17.
Government should take up incentive programmes which should be announced well before 
the harvesting season.
Consideration of Recommendations to be submitted to the Council of IJSG (Agenda Item D)
18.
The PSCB recommended to the Council to 


(a) 
Sanction US$ 680 from the IJSG Special Account for preparation of a report as 


described in Para 13 of the Record of Recommendation.

(b)
Impress upon member Governments to review the Seed Situation well in time at least before the next jute season and take appropriate measures to make quality seeds available to farmers.


(c)
Take up appropriate market promotion programmes in consultation with the private 

sector.

Election of the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman for the year 2005/2006
19.
The Members of PSCB unanimously elected Mr. Shams-ul Haque, Bangladesh as Chairman 
and Mr. Sanjay Kajaria, India and Mr. Denis Kalomeni, Switzerland (subject to his consent) 
as Vice Chairmen of PSCB for the Jute year 2005-06 (Agenda item E). 

Date(s) of the Fifth Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board

20.
The PSCB authorised the Chairman to fix the date of the Fifth meeting of the PSCB in next six month in consultation with Vice-Chairmen and the Secretary General of IJSG (Agenda item F).

Adoption of the Record of Recommendations/Decisions of the Fourth Meeting of the PSCB

21.
The PSCB authorised the Chairman, Mr. F.H. Bhuiyan, Mr P.M. Saha, and Mr. Md. Siddiqur Rahman to finalise the record of the recommendations/decisions of the Fourth meeting of the PSCB which will be circulated at the Sixth Session of the Council of IJSG scheduled to be held on 19-20 April 2005 (Agenda item G).
22.
The full report of the meeting will be distributed in due course by the Secretariat for information of Members, Associate Members and Observers.
------------------
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