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RECORD OF RECOMMENDATIONS / DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE

PRIVATE SECTOR CONSULTATIVE BOARD (PSCB)

AT ITS THIRD MEETING HELD IN KOLKATA ON

26-27 FEBRUARY 2004

Record of Recommendations / Decisions adopted by the

Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) at its

Third meeting held in Kolkata

on 26-27 February 2004

1.
The Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) reviewed/noted the status of the Associate Members of the IJSG and decided that the number of members of the PSCB should be increased to get all exporters, importers, traders, marketers, manufacturers together to make the Board  more effective. The Board also decided that the Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Board may appeal to all prospective Associate Members, particularly in consuming countries to join as Associate Members(Agenda Item A.4).
2.
Noting the contents of the agenda notes contained in item B, the Board made the following item wise suggestions/recommendations:

a)
The feasibility/desirability of setting up Common Standards and Specifications for different Jute products 

3.
The PSCB decided at its Second meeting to form a sub-committee with representatives from BJA, BJMA, BJRI, BJSA, IJIRA, IJMA and PJMA to review and modify the existing standards and prepare draft international standards for raw jute, jute yarn, jute fabrics and jute geotextiles for wider consultation.

4.
The PSCB discussed the issue of common standards for jute and jute products. The members expressed their opinion that present standards may continue. The members will send suggestions for which standards are needed including products that are being developed.

b)
Cooperation with buyers'/consumers' organisation.  

5.
The PSCB decided at its Second meeting to form a sub-committee with representatives from IJMA as convenor and representatives of BJA, BJMA, BJMC, BJSA and PJMA as members to increase cooperation with buyers’/consumers’ organisations. Consumer associations’ from other countries could also be invited to strengthen such cooperation. 

6.
IJSG Secretariat received the names of the representatives from BJA, BJMA, BJMC, BJSA, PJMA and sent the same to IJMA for next course of action of the sub-committee to increase cooperation with buyers’/consumers’ organisations.
7.
The representative of IJMA informed the meeting that IJMA has already taken steps in this regard and will submit a report very soon.
c)
Report on information collected by the PSCB Secretariat from concerned Associations and R&D Institutions of different studies including technologies developed by R&D Institutions on jute and jute goods and related matters

8.
IJSG Secretariat received a list of studies from Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC), some information from The Pakistan Jute Mills Association (PJMA) about research projects/studies carried out by the Fibre Technology Department, University of Agriculture, Pakistan, a brochure containing some important achievements from National Institute of Research on Jute and Allied Fibre Technology (NIRJAFT), comments from the South India Textile Research Association (SITRA), The Lagan Jute Machinery Company Ltd., Ahmedabad Textile Industry’s Research Association (ATIRA) which were sent to all Associate Members.
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9.
The PSCB emphasised that the Research and Development activities should be enhanced to develop more appropriate technologies for the jute industry.
d)
Report on steps initiated for compilation of a database of tariffs on jute and jute products and non-tariff barriers relating to these products

10.
IJSG Secretariat distributed a Conference Room Paper on information on tariffs on jute and jute products collected from UNCTAD website at the Third meeting of the Committee on Projects (COP) and also sent it to all Associate Members for information.

11.
Associate Members may indicate need for further information on the above. On the issue of tariff/non-tariff barriers, it was noted that concerned Governments have the authority to take necessary action. 
e)
Strategy for promotion of marketing of technical textiles including jute geotextiles

12.
The PSCB recommended that IJSG may hold two seminars on geotextiles and their application technologies and usefulness. The PSCB requested IJSG to become member of International Erosion Control Association, USA/or make presentation in their annual meetings.
f)
Improvement of processing machinery

13 
(i).
Common database: IJSG Secretariat requested IJIRA to coordinate the development of common database and standard productivity norms in consultation with BJMA, BJRI, BJSA, IJMA and PJMA to take necessary steps in this regard.


The PSCB requested all the members to send their comments on the paper on unit measurement indices circulated by IJIRA in the meeting. 
(ii)
25% increase in productivity: IJSG Secretariat received information on  i) machinery production achieved by an average Indian Mills  ii) suggestion for improvement in machine and labour productivity from IJIRA and also received proposals for jute machinery development from The Lagan Jute Machinery Co. Ltd. and circulated to all Associate Members.

The PSCB requested IJSG to form a committee with representatives of IJIRA, SITRA, IJMA, BJMA, BJSA, The Lagan Jute Machinery Co. Ltd., Milltex, Galfra – Habib and one representative of PSCB to review past work and the available technologies in other fibres that may be adopted in the jute industry. IJIRA will act as the convenor. The Committee may co-opt other members if necessary.
(iii)
A quantum jump: IJSG Secretariat requested all Associate Members to send detailed suggestions on a quantum jump in technology modelled on the textiles machinery sector. Pilot projects with support from textiles machinery manufacturers in India, Pakistan or abroad should be initiated. So far the Secretariat received comments only from Bangladesh Jute Spinners Association (BJSA) and circulated to all Associate Members

The PSCB noted that further efforts in this matter may be continued. 
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(iv)
IJSG Secretariat requested different associations to send suggestions on cost effective technologies that needs to be developed to improve the environmental condition inside the jute mills. The Secretariat has not received any suggestions from them as yet.


The PSCB recommended that the technology/management practices used by other fibre industries be obtained and placed in the next PSCB meeting. 
g)
Common HS Codes for jute and jute products

14.
IJSG Secretariat placed a project proposal entitled  “Preparation of Common HS codes for jute and jute products including product descriptions”  in the Third meeting of the COP. The Committee reviewed the project proposal and approved a budget of USD 7,500 from IJSG special account for holding three workshops for preparation of Common HS codes for jute and jute products including product descriptions. Of the three workshops, one is to be held in Bangladesh and another in India while the third joint one will be held in Bangladesh.

15.
IJSG Secretariat organised the First Working Group Meeting (Workshop) on 28 January 2004 at IJSG Headquarters. The representatives of Ministry of Jute, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, National Board of Revenue (NBR), Tariff Commission, Controller of Imports and Exports, Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institute (BSTI), Federation of Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industries (FBCCI), Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC), Bangladesh Jute Association (BJA) and Bangladesh Jute Mills Association (BJMA) attended the meeting. The representatives expressed their views that it is an important issue and some of the descriptions will be explained. This will be done with a view to improving the understanding of importers of jute products. It is realised that efforts at harmonization will improve trading opportunities and facilitate business development. IJSG Secretariat also organised the Second Working Group Meeting on 25 February 2004 at Jute Manufactures Development Council (JMDC), Kolkata.
16.
The PSCB noted the progress in this matter.
h)
Overall strategy for the jute sector

17.
The PSCB decided that emphasis be given on production of high yielding and high quality jute seed, enhancement of farmers income by increasing productivity, improvement of production efficiency and quality of products and improvement of management system. Focus should also be on developing some specific products which have market potential (Agenda item B)


Consideration of recommendations to be submitted to the Council of the IJSG
18.
The PSCB recommended to the Council to continue the membership of all existing Associate Members for another jute year without payment of annual fee (Agenda item D).


Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the year 2004/2005
19.
The Members of PSCB unanimously elected Mr Muhammad Shams-ul-Haque of Bangladesh as Chairman and Mr Sanjay Kajaria of India as Vice-chairman of PSCB for the jute year 2004/2005. (Agenda item E)
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Dates of the Fourth meeting of the PSCB
20.
The PSCB authorised the Chairman to fix the date of the Fourth meeting of the PSCB in consultation with Vice-Chairman and the Secretary General of IJSG.

(Agenda item F)


Adoption of the record of recommendations/decisions of the Third meeting of the PSCB
21.
The PSCB authorised the Chairman, Mr H N Ghosh, Mr S K Bhattacharya, Mr S Palit, Mr Sirajul Haque Prodhan and Mr Siddiqur Rahman to finalise the record of the recommendations/decisions of the Third meeting of the PSCB which will be circulated at the Fifth Session of the Council of IJSG scheduled to be held on 20-21 April 2004 (Agenda item G)

22.
The full report of the meeting will be distributed in due course by the Secretariat for information of Members, Associate Members and Observers.
------
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