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RECORD OF  RECOMMENDATIONS / DECISIONS ADOPTED

BY THE PRIVATE  SECTOR CONSULTATIVE  BOARD (PSCB) 

AT ITS SECOND MEETING HELD IN DHAKA ON 10 JUNE 2003

Record of Recommendations / Decisions adopted by the

Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) at its 

Second Meeting held in Dhaka on 10 June 2003

1. The Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) reviewed/noted the status of the Associate Members of the IJSG and decided that the number of members of the PSCB should be increased to get all exporters, importers, traders, marketers, manufacturers together to make the Board more effective. The Board also decided that the Chairman/vice-chairman of the Board may appeal to all prospective Associate Members, particularly in consuming countries to join as Associate Members.  (Agenda Item A.4)
2. The PSCB reviewed the suggestions/recommendations of the First Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board and recommended that focus on Jute as packaging materials should be in developing countries rather than the developed countries. (Agenda Item B)
3. Noting the contents of the agenda notes contained in item C, the Board made the following item wise suggestions/recommendations:

a)
The feasibility/desirability of setting up Common Standards and Specifications for different Jute products in Bangladesh, India and other producing countries.

The PSCB decided to form a sub-committee with representatives from BJA, BJMA, BJMC, BJRI, BJSA, IJIRA, IJMA and PJMA, to review and modify the existing standards and prepare draft international standards for raw Jute, Jute yarn, Jute fabrics and Jute Geotextiles for wider consultations. 

b) Cooperation with buyers'/consumers' organisation.  

The PSCB decided to form a sub-committee with representatives from IJMA as convenor and representative of BJA, BJMA, BJMC, BJSA and PJMA as members to increase cooperation with buyers'/consumers' organisations. Consumer associations' from other countries could also be invited to strengthen such cooperation.

c) Technical cooperation between PSCB members.

The PSCB Secretariat will write to concerned Associations and R&D Institutions to submit a list of different studies, which will be compiled and sent to Associate Members. The PSCB also decided that a seminar may be held in Pakistan preferably in February 2004 and another seminar may be held in any other Jute and Jute Goods Producing Countries at a later date to discuss/disseminate the results of important studies done so far by various organisations/institutions.
d) Removal of supply chain constraints 

The PSCB decided to take necessary steps to compile a database of tariffs on Jute and Jute products and non-tariff barriers as well as logistic barriers relating to Jute and Jute products in different producing and importing countries. PSCB recommended to the Council to appeal to all importing countries to suitably remove/reduce tariffs and to remove non-tariff barriers on Jute, Jute products, Jute machinery and spares.
e) Future strategy for the Jute sector

The PSCB decided that Technical Textiles with particular focus on Geotextiles, should be the priority. Importance has to be given to formulate specification of Geotextiles in consultation with consumers and workout a strategy for promotion and marketing of Jute Geotextiles in areas of soil erosion control, agro-plant mulching and rural road pavement construction. In addition, low cost packaging (Jute bags) and agro-textiles should also get attention.
f) Improvement of processing machinery

The Private Sector Consultative Board emphasized the need for improving productivity in the jute processing industry and decided that:

(a)
IJIRA will coordinate the development of a common data base and standard productivity norms in consultation with BJMA, BJMC, BJRI, BJSA, IJMA and PJMA.


(b)
As an immediate short-term measure, the existing machinery in jute mills need to be improved with 25% increase in productivity. Suitable steps may be taken in this regard.



(c)
A quantum jump in technology modelled on the textiles machinery sector should be attempted. Pilot projects with support from textiles machinery manufacturers in India, Pakistan or abroad should be initiated. 


(d)
A cost effective technology needs to be developed to improve the environmental conditions inside the jute mills.

g) Adoption of new technologies by private sector

The PSCB will collect information on the technologies developed by R&D Institutions in Jute producing and consuming countries and will make a short-list and will circulate the same to all Associate Members. Based on the feedback received, further action to generate pilot-scale projects could be taken up.
(Agenda Item C)

4. The PSCB reviewed the Conference Room Paper (CRP) on "Market Development of Jute and Jute Products" and recommended that market promotion activities should be carried out so as to open new markets for diversified Jute products with special focus on Jute Geotextiles.

5. The Private Sector Consultative Board decided to from an Ad-hoc Committee consisting of Industry Members to take up joint market development programmes. 

6. A Conference Room Paper (CRP) on ITC(HS) classifications of export and import item of Jute and Jute products was circulated in the meeting. The Associate Members were requested to send their comments on the paper by the end of June 2003.

7. The PSCB decided to request Jute Manufactures Development Council (JMDC) to provide two study reports, one on Productivity Improvement in Jute Industry and the other on Comparative Advantage of Jute over Synthetics. The extracts of these will be circulated to all Associate Members on receipt of the same.

8. Reviewing the problems mentioned by Euro Jute (in a letter to the Chairman of the PSCB) the Board decided to invite their specific suggestions and invite them to the next meeting of the PSCB for discussions. (Agenda Item D)
9. The Members of PSCB unanimously elected Mr Muhammad Shams-ul-Haque of Bangladesh as Chairman and Mr Sanjay Kajaria of India as Vice-chairman of PSCB for the Jute year 2003/2004. (Agenda Item F)
10. It was decided that the Board shall meet once in every 3 or 4 months. The next meeting of the Board will be held in India at the invitation of IJMA within the provisions of the Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the PSCB. The date for this meeting shall be fixed by the Chairman of the Board in consultation with the Vice-Chairman of the Board and the Secretary General of IJSG. (Agenda Item G)
11. The PSCB authorised the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to finalise record of recommendations/decisions of the Second meeting of the PSCB, which will be circulated at the Fourth Session of the Council of IJSG scheduled to be held on 11-12 June 2003. (Agenda Item H)
12. The full report of the meeting will be distributed in due course by the Secretariat for information of Members, Associate Members and Observers. (Agenda Item H)

----







6
Page 3 of 3

