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Record of Recommendations/Decisions adopted by the 

Private Sector Consultative Board 

at its First  Meeting, held in Dhaka on 17 December 2002

1. The Private Sector Consultative Board unanimously elected Mr. Muhammad Shams-Ul-Haque (Bangladesh) and Mr. Sanjay Kajaria (India) as Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively.   (Agenda Item A.1)

2. The Private Sector Consultative Board reviewed/noted the status of the Associate Members of the IJSG and recommended that the numbers of members of Private Sector Consultative Board should be increased to get all exporters, importers, traders, marketers, manufacturers together to make the Board more effective. The Board also decided that the Chairman of the Board may appeal to all prospective Associate Members particularly, in consuming countries to join the Board.  (Agenda Item A.4)
3. The Private Sector Consultative Board reviewed/noted the status of Associate Members' contribution to the IJSG and opined that generally, membership fee may not be waived in general. At best a temporary waiver may be considered.  However, It is for the Council of the IJSG to decide about waiving membership fee. (Agenda Item A.5)
4. The Board also decided that the associate membership fee paid by the associate members will be valid upto June 2004. 

5. In accordance with the Rule 5 of the Rules of Procedure, the Private Sector Consultative Board formulated the rules for its functioning which is at Annex-A. The rules will be forwarded to the Council. (Agenda Item B1)
6. Noting the contents of the agenda notes contained in item B.2, the Board made the following suggestions/recommendations

a) Jute Seeds:  

Research needs to focus on high quality (fibre) and high yielding seeds. A system for distribution of certified and truthfully labelled seeds needs to be set up.

b) Increasing farmers' income: 

A suitable system needs to be evolved for price stabilisation of raw jute. 

c) Research and Development : 

Research needs to start from retting/softening of fibre and spinning. Specific yarns/fabrics needs to be developed for specific applications. Standards for various applications need to be set up. Research also needs to focus on cost reduction, development and modernisation of machinery, and spinning and weaving of lighter yarn and fabrics and at higher speeds. Research needs to focus on developing products, which can compete with cheap synthetics.

d) Technical Textiles:








The area of technical textiles has large opportunities for growth. Technical application oriented products need to be developed particularly in geo-textiles and composites.  Even in the areas of packaging, market-led product innovation is necessary. Low-cost housing could be another area of focus.  
e) Market Promotion:








There is a need to increase awareness of consumers regarding the advantage of jute over synthetics. A market promotion program needs to be taken up in major consuming markets focusing on specific market segments. A proper interface needs to be built between consumers, traders and producers of jute products. 

7. Noting the contents of the agenda notes contained in item B.5, the Board recommended that the project idea on "Development and Promotion of Diversified Jute Products" may be developed into a full-fledged project and the private sector enterprises may be associated with it.  

8. It was decided that a work programme of the Private Sector Consultative Board along with priorities will be discussed and decided on the basis of the above in the next meeting of the Board. 

It was also decided that the date(s) of the next meeting of the Board shall be fixed by the Chairman of the Board in consultation with the Vice- Chairman and the Secretary General of the IJSG.
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