CB (X)/3


REPORT OF THE TENTH MEETING OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR CONSULTATIVE BOARD (PSCB) OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

A.
Opening of the meeting
 1.
The Tenth Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) of the International Jute Study Group (IJSG) was held in Hotel 680, Nairobi, Kenya on 20-21 September 2010. The dignitaries present in the meeting were Mr. Sudripta Roy, Secretary General, IJSG; Mr. DC Baheti, Chairman, PSCB; Mr. Rezaul Karim, Vice-Chairman, PSCB and Mr. R K Golchha, Vice-Chairman, PSCB; Mr. Utpal Kumar Das, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Textiles and Jute, Govt. of Bangladesh, Mr. R. K. Pathak, Deputy Jute Commissioner, Ministry of Textiles, Government of India and Mr. John O.Ojanji, Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry. A list of the participants is placed at Annex-I.  

2.
Mr. Md. Siddiqur Rahman, Consultant (Operations) & Secretary, PSCB welcomed the delegates to the meeting. He expressed his gratitude to the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry for providing cooperation in successfully organising the meeting. He thanked Mr. Felix N. Mogaka of Paragon Business Development Centre, Kenya for his support and making all necessary arrangements for holding the meeting. 
Statement by the Secretary General of the IJSG
3. 
Mr. Sudripta Roy, Secretary General of the IJSG welcomed the delegates to the Tenth Meeting of the PSCB.  He remarked that Kenya is an important country in respect of trade of jute products for which this meeting has been arranged in Nairobi to involve Kenya with the activities of the IJSG and also to provide a forum to increase the cooperation between the buyers and sellers. 

4. 
He remarked that the presence of the representatives of the Kenyan Chamber of Commerce and Industry and others from Kenya shows that Kenya is interested in using jute products and also interested in jute trade. He expressed his happiness to see the presence of delegates from Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Kenya and observed that this would perform towards the development and growth of the global jute sector. 

5. 
He spoke on the global scenario of fibre industry and scope of increasing market share of natural fibre products like jute. He remarked that global awareness about a pollution free environment is being built up and people are becoming more inclined to use more natural fibre products in view of their environmental friendliness. He also remarked that IJSG is trying to promote jute through public- private partnership which has already started. 
6. 
He opined that PSCB has an important role to play as it provides direct linkage with the industry and an opportunity for experts, technologists and the stakeholders of the industry to discuss problems faced by the industry. He remarked that there is scope for the development of jute diversified products.

7.        The Secretary General mentioned that IJSG is making attempts to address various problems like disposal of jute products, lack of low cost retting technology, dearth of trained personnel in the jute mills, etc. He expressed his hope that IJSG would get support and cooperation from all in appropriately addressing the problems currently faced by the jute sector. 
8.       He remarked that Kenya is a potential country and IJSG would be strengthened if Kenya joins IJSG as a member.   
Chairman’s remarks

9.      Mr. DC Baheti, Chairman of the PSCB welcomed the Secretary General of the IJSG and all the distinguished delegates to the Tenth PSCB Meeting. He referred to the various events that have taken place since the last meeting, highlighting the importance on increasing the number of Associate Members.

10.      The Chairman pointed out some important issues like production and distribution of certified jute seeds, necessity of continued R&D efforts by all jute producing countries to improve the quality of fibre and to increase fibre production, if necessary, by genetic modification, necessity for improvement of processing machinery and adoption of modern technology in the jute sector. He remarked that market promotion of jute products is highly necessary. He added that jute based composites, technical textiles, geo-textiles, shopping bags, and home textiles are very important diverse areas which need proper attention.  
11.     The Chairman remarked that attempts may be taken by the R&D Institutes to increase fibre production by genetic modification so as to meet the increasing demand for jute.

12.      Referring to the agenda of the meeting he remarked that the delegates would discuss the issues and make thoughtful and fruitful contributions towards framing agreed recommendations. He reiterated that the IJSG will have to play a pivotal role in promoting the cause of jute globally. 

Remarks by the Representative of the KNCCI
13.    Mr. John Ojanji, representative of the Kenya National Chamber of Commerce and Industry spoke on the occasion. He welcomed the initiative of the IJSG to hold such an important meeting of an International Organisation on natural fibres in Nairobi, Kenya. He remarked that he was very happy to welcome the delegates and hoped that the meeting would be successful. He added that they would provide cooperation in increasing the jute trade in Kenya and establish a relationship with the IJSG.
Adoption of Agenda

14. 
The meeting adopted the provisional agenda of the Tenth Meeting as contained in Document CB (X)/1 and reproduced in Annex-II. A list of Associate Members as on 05 September 2010 is given at Annex-III. An updated list of documents pertaining to the agenda is given at Annex-IV.

Report on Associate Membership of IJSG
15. 
The IJSG Secretariat presented a report on the status of Associate Membership of IJSG as on 05 September 2010 and informed the meeting that 09 (nine) new Associate Members have joined IJSG.

16. 
The Chairman informed the meeting that the IJSG Secretariat has sent invitation letters to different Associations, Organisations and entities of various countries to join IJSG as Associate Members. He requested all to take initiative to increase the number of Associate Members.
17.      Mr. Rezaul Karim appreciated the efforts of IJSG to increase the number of Associate Members and remarked that all should put in their efforts in this regard. 
18.. 
The Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) reviewed the status of the Associate Members of IJSG and suggested that the PSCB should have more Associate Members to include exporters, importers, traders, market experts, manufacturers together to make the Board more effective. The Board observed that letters of request may be sent from the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the PSCB to all prospective Associate Members, particularly in consuming countries to join as Associate Members (Agenda item A.4).

19. 
The PSCB noted the comments of the delegates and requested the Chairman and the Vice-Chairmen to continue efforts to get more Associate Members (Agenda item A4). 

20. 
The PSCB noted the position of renewal of Associate Membership. The PSCB decided to send letters of request to all Associate Members to renew their membership on time. (Agenda item A.4). 

Financial Status of Associate Members’ Contribution
21. 
The PSCB noted the financial statement of Associate Members’ contribution as given at Annex-3 of Document CB (X)/1.

22. 
The Secretariat informed the meeting that the PSCB fund is remaining unspent and some appropriate programme may be taken up  to utilise this fund.

23. 
The Chairman remarked that the PSCB fund may be spent for appropriate purposes and for the development of the jute sector by undertaking an important task / activity like organising training programme for the skill development of jute mill personnel and other programmes as felt necessary and agreed upon by the Associate Members.

24. 
The PSCB noted the financial statement of the PSCB (Agenda item A5).

B.       Review and discussions on new ideas and recommendations made in the Ninth meeting of             the PSCB
2a)    Sharing of information generated including technologies developed by R&D Institutions            on jute and jute goods and related matters.

25. The IJSG Secretariat informed the meeting of the successful organizations of Seminars/Workshops in Nepal, Malaysia, Pakistan, Myanmar, Syria and participation as a partner in organizing  International Symposium on Kenaf and Allied Fibres in China, International Symposium on Jute and Allied fibre Production, Utilisation and Marketing in Kolkata, India and International Symposium on Renewable Feedstock for Bio-fuel and Bio-based Products in Austin, USA to promote sharing of information on R&D activities on jute and allied fibres as well as membership drive for the IJSG. 

26. 
The Secretariat also informed that it is taking initiative to organize Seminars/Workshops in other interested countries like Australia, Turkey, Indonesia, Thailand etc. on jute related aspects and on the findings of various projects undertaken by the IJSG.   

27.      The Chairman remarked that the Workshops or Seminars may be organized in any other country which is interested. He further remarked that as IJSG is always in close contact with the Research and Development organizations of the different countries it may get in touch with them and request them to share with IJSG the developments made by them on jute/kenaf.
28.       Mr. Md Abu Sayed, delegate of BJMC, remarked that holding seminars or workshop in various countries is effective in sharing of knowledge and in establishing contact. 
29.         The Board noted with satisfaction the successful holding of Workshops in Nepal, Malaysia, Pakistan, Myanmar and Syria and participation of IJSG as a Golden Fibre partner in the International Symposium on Kenaf and Allied Fibres held in China in 2007. The IJSG was also a sponsoring partner in organising a) an International Symposium on Jute and Allied Fibres Production, Utilisation and Marketing in Kolkata, India in January 2008 and b) an International Symposium on Renewable Feedstock for Bio-fuel and Bio-based Products in Austin, USA in August 2010. The Board requested the IJSG Secretariat to hold similar Workshops in suitable countries like Australia/Indonesia to promote sharing of information on R&D activities as well as on development of technologies apart from the drive on new membership for IJSG.  

30. 
  The Board also requested the Associate Members concerned to send the reports of any study undertaken by their respective R&D Institutions/Organisations/Associations to the IJSG Secretariat so that the Secretariat could inform all the Associate Members of these reports/ studies.

31.   The Board requested the Associate Members to assist the IJSG Secretariat in holding a Workshop/Seminar in a suitable country interested in the matter.

32.     At this stage Mr. Md. Siddiqur Rahman, Consultant (Operations), IJSG made a presentation on the various diversified jute products.
2b)   Report on steps initiated for compilation of a database of tariffs on Jute and Jute                       products and non-tariff barriers relating to these products. 

33.    The Chairman remarked that this is an important issue and compilation of database of tariffs and non-tariff barriers is necessary for trading of jute and jute products. The exporters could provide relevant and correct information on tariffs and type of barriers they face in exporting their goods.

34.
Mr. Rezaul Karim, Vice-Chairman remarked that the exporters face the problem of tariff and non tariff barriers and it is necessary to make an appeal to the importing countries to remove them.  

35.
The Secretary General requested all to provide necessary information so that the Secretariat could take up the matter with relevant International Bodies.
36.    The PSCB decided to take necessary steps to compile a database of tariffs on Jute and Jute products and non-tariff barriers as well as logistic barriers relating to Jute and Jute products in different producing and importing countries. The Board requested all Associate Members to submit information in this regard to the IJSG Secretariat for compilation. 

37.
     The PSCB recommended to the Council to appeal to all importing countries to suitably remove/reduce tariffs and to remove non-tariff barriers on Jute, Jute products, Jute machinery and spares.
2c)    Strategy for promotion of marketing of technical textiles including jute geo-textiles
38.
The Secretariat informed the meeting that the IJSG Secretariat is implementing a project on jute geo-textiles to develop standards and specifications suitable for various applications like soil erosion control, agro-plant mulching and rural road pavement construction. 
39.       The Secretary General mentioned that geo-textile is one area and there are agro-textiles which need attention. He remarked that a lot of changes are taking place in European and American agriculture farming where the prospect of using jute as agro-textiles is increasing. 

40.
The delegate of BJMC remarked that geo-textile is a very interesting area and a lot of R&D activities have been done in India and Bangladesh on the applications of jute geo-textiles. He emphasised the necessity of increasing the domestic use of jute geo-textiles. 

41.       The Board noted with satisfaction the initiative taken by the IJSG Secretariat in implementing a project on jute geo-textiles involving Bangladesh, India and UK.

42.     At this stage Mr. T Sanyal of National Jute Board of India made a presentation on the various applications of jute geo-textiles.
2d)
Improvement of processing machinery

43.     The Chairman remarked that there is need for improvement of jute processing machinery to

 improve the productivity to reduce the conversion cost.

44.     The delegate of BJMC also remarked that improvement of machinery is necessary to produce quality products.
45.      The Board expressed the necessity to appropriately address the issue of improvement of jute processing machinery for increasing productivity and producing quality products.
2e) Training on Enzyme Application and sharing of information generated by R&D institutions
46.      The IJSG Secretariat informed the meeting that PJMA has earlier showed interest in organising a training programme for the jute mill personnel of PJMA on the production and application of Enzyme for improvement of fibre quality.

47.     The Chairman remarked that the training programme could be arranged by IJIRA if PJMA shows interest.

48.      The Board noted the comments of the delegates and suggested that a training program for a team of jute mill personnel from Pakistan on the production and application of enzyme to improve the fibre quality may be organised if PJMA shows interest.

2f)
   Cooperation with buyers'/consumers' organisations  

49.
The IJSG Secretariat informed the meeting that a committee was formed with IJMA as the convenor to prepare a report on the issue and submit it to the IJSG Secretariat. 

50.
The Chairman, PSCB observed that cooperation between seller’s and buyer’s / consumer’s organizations is very much there. 

51.
The Secretary General remarked that the existing cooperation among the sellers and consumers may be strengthened for smooth trading of jute and jute products. He added that the Committee formed for this purpose may formulate their recommendations for consideration of the PSCB. 
52.   The PSCB noted the comments of the delegates and stressed on the necessity of increasing cooperation among the buyers’ and consumers’ organisations.

2g)
Promotional activities including Disposal Protocol for Jute Products
53. 
The Chairman remarked that we all should work for the promotion of jute products and work together to remove any obstacles in marketing of jute and jute products. He remarked that if any progress could be made in this line would protect the farmers, the industry and the jute community. He requested all to use this forum to promote jute and jute products. 
54.      The Chairman remarked that Disposal Protocol is necessary which will open up new markets for jute products.   

55.
Mr. A K Khastagir, delagate of NJB, India remarked that this is an important issue and need to be resolved.

56. The PSCB noted the comments of the delegates and suggested to initiate a study for Disposal Protocol for Jute & Jute Products.
2h)
Standard Jute Contract 

57.  The IJSG Secretariat informed the meeting of the discussions of the previous PSCB meetings in this regard. 

58.   The Chairman remarked that discussion with Eurojute in this regard may be made in a meeting.

59.    Mr. Rezaul Karim, Vice-chairman, remarked that present practice may continue.

60.  
The Board noted the comments of the delegates and decided that further discussion on the matter may be held in future. However, the present practices may continue and the parties concerned may decide on the acceptability of a new contract. 

2i)
Observance of the International Year of Natural Fibres in 2009

61.     The IJSG Secretariat informed the meeting of the Observance of the International Year of Natural Fibres 2009 in Dhaka in February 2009 
62.   The Board noted with satisfaction the successful organisation of a two-day International Conference on Jute and Kenaf along with a Fashion show and Exhibition of jute products at Dhaka on 8-9 February 2009 by the IJSG Secretariat in connection with the observance of the International Year of Natural Fibres 2009. 

2j)
Training of workers and other personnel of jute mills

63.    The Secretariat informed the meeting that in view of the dearth of trained man power in the jute mills it was felt necessary to organise a training programme for jute mills personnel to develop their skill so as to enable them to discharge their duties efficiently. 
64.   The Secretariat further informed that a training programme is being arranged in Dhaka in October 2010. The Faculty Members of IJT, Kolkata would conduct the training programme. 
65.
The Chairman remarked that this is an important issue and training is required. He added that it may be a focussed training for a focussed group. 
The delegate of BJMC remarked that training of jute mill personnel is very important and suggested holding of more training programmes.

66. The Board appreciated the initiative taken by the IJSG in finalization of organizing the 
Training Programmes for Jute Mill personnel of Bangladesh, India and Nepal in Dhaka sometime in October, 2010. 
67. The Board noted the comments of the delegates and decided that similar training program may be organised in future. The necessary funds for organizing the training programs may partly be provided from the PSCB fund (Resource persons, Coordination and other incidental expenses, etc.) and partly by the interested Associations/Mills.

C.
Other Business

68.
There was no discussion on any issue. 
D.  
Consideration of Recommendations of the Tenth meeting of the PSCB to be submitted to the Council of the IJSG.         
69.
The PSCB recommended to the Council to take up suitable measures with the producing countries for timely supply of certified seeds of high yielding variety to the farmers. 

70.
The PSCB recommended to the Council to take up proper initiative for increasing fibre yield / productivity and fibre quality. 

E.   
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen for the year 2010-2011 
 71.
The PSCB elected Mr. Rezaul Karim, Bangladesh as Chairman and 1) Mr. Humayun Mazhar, Pakistan 2) Mr. Raj Kumar Golchha, Nepal as Vice-Chairmen of the Board for the year 2010-2011. It was decided in the meeting that the other Vice-Chairman of the PSCB will be from India to be nominated by the IJMA.
F.
Date(s) of the Eleventh Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board
72.
The Chairman, PSCB invited suggestion for the venue of the next PSCB meeting.

73. The delegate of BJA proposed that the next meeting may be held in China, Myanmar, Pakistan/ Thailand/Belgium.
74. 
The Board suggested to hold the Eleventh PSCB meeting in China/Myanmar/Pakistan/Thailand/Belgium and authorized the Chairman to fix a suitable date of the Eleventh PSCB meeting in consultation with Vice-Chairmen and the Secretary General of the IJSG (Agenda item F).

G.  Adoption of the Record of Recommendations/Decisions of the Tenth Meeting of the PSCB 

75.  
The PSCB authorized Mr. Md Siddiqur Rahman, Consultant (Operations) and Secretary, PSCB to finalise the record of Recommendations/Decisions of the Tenth meeting of the PSCB which will be circulated at the Twelfth Session of the Council of IJSG. (Agenda item G).

PAGE  
7

