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A. Opening of the Session   
1. The Ninth Session of the Council of the IJSG was held in Dhaka on 22-23 April 2008. Ms. Elisabeth Bosch Malinen, Chairperson of the Council of the IJSG chaired and inaugurated the Council Session. Mr. Sudripta Roy, Secretary General of the IJSG delivered the welcome address. 

2. In her opening speech Ms. Elisabeth Bosch Malinen, Chairperson of the Council of the IJSG expressed her warm thanks for being able to be present in the august gathering of the Ninth Council Session of the International Jute Study Group (IJSG). She mentioned that the Council is the highest authority of the IJSG meets at least once a year for formulating policy and taking decisions on all important matters of the Group. She said that the primary aim of the Session is to guide the Organisation to move forward with the intention to provide an effective framework for international cooperation for strengthening the global jute sector and specifically the competitiveness of jute and jute product manufacturers. Highlighting the role of the IJSG the Chairperson said that they would also assist the IJSG to provide an effective forum for the active participation of the Government and the Private Sector in addressing issues of poverty alleviation, employment and development of human resources, particularly women. In that context the challenge for innovation and development of new applications for jute products could not be underestimated-she highlighted. She remarked that the creation of added value is an important way to make jute products more attractive and competitive in the market. 

3. Ms. Elisabeth Bosch Malinen expressed her happiness with the performance of the IJSG and said that over the period the Secretariat had worked hard to achieve the objectives mandated in the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference for the IJSG. The organisation had given focus on several important issues, one of them being the membership drive. The Chairperson explained that the “Membership drive” was a major difficult issue for the organisation which had been discussed in all the earlier Sessions. Some countries like Pakistan, Nepal, Myanmar, Nigeria and Egypt had shown their interest to join IJSG from time to time, yet the status of the membership remains constant. All of us are aware that the IJSG needs a larger geographical representation to assume a truly international character specially because jute and allied fibres are gaining popularity in Middle East, Africa and Latin America. It is, therefore, necessary to make a more determined effort to place IJSG on a stronger footing by lobbying with the potential nations in forming the organisation, the Chairperson said. She said that it is worth mentioning that in the last six months IJSG had been able to increase its Associate membership from 39 to 67. 

4. The Chairperson informed the Session that to achieve the mandate of the Group, the IJSG Secretariat had taken initiatives to undertake various new important projects and activities. The flagship project on “Small Scale Entrepreneurship Development in Diversified Jute Products” is being successfully implemented both in India and Bangladesh during the last two years, she informed. Besides, some more projects and activities are under implementation while some were in the pipeline.  The Chairperson informed the Council that the IJSG was just on the way in starting an important project on “Jute Geotextiles” to be funded by CFC with counterpart funding from the Government of India. Apart from these IJSG is playing a very crucial role as an active member of the Steering Committee for “Observance of International Year of Natural Fibres 2009” which seeks to undertake the Global activities in sustaining the use and growth of all natural fibres. She expected that, along with participation in programs worldwide throughout the year, IJSG is also preparing its own programs to observe the event in a befitting manner. 

5. Mentioning the Global situation, Ms Malinen said that Jute and Kenaf are internationally traded agricultural commodities and act as major sources of employment and income for millions of people in producing countries. She said that the IJSG is the sole International Commodity Body for Jute, Kenaf and Allied Fibres. For the millions of people including the poor farmers engaged in jute and for its sustainable development more extended initiatives should be taken by the IJSG. In this context the role of the member countries should be to enhance the future role of the IJSG with its extension for a reasonable period as contemplated in the Road Map on Jute. She referred to the Study report finalized by the EU and remarked that it also recognised the important role of the ICBs as fora for cooperation between producer and consumer countries, both at the level of the government and the private sector. In view of these findings there is a need to review the role of the ICBs in forging cooperation between fibres producing and consuming countries. As the EU was assessing the current and future role of International Commodity Bodies such as the IJSG, she invited the representatives of the member countries also to participate in a comprehensive discussion on this important issue and chalk out a strategy which would not only justify the existence of the IJSG but also make it a vibrant and dynamic international organisation. 

6. The Chairperson expressed her thanks to CFC for providing funds for a number of IJSG sponsored projects. She thanked the Secretary General for his constant efforts to make the objectives of the Group largely achievable. Finally she thanked the IJSG officials and staff in their efforts to make the Session a success. 
A.1
Ascertainment of quorum

7. It was ascertained that since all the members were present, the quorum as required under Paragraph 9(g) of the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the International Jute Study Group, 2001 had been met. A list of participants is presented in Annex-I.
A.2
Adoption of agenda and organisation of work

8. The Council unanimously adopted the agenda as contained in document C(IX)/1  which is at Annex-II of this report. An updated list of documents pertaining to the Session is given in Annex-III.

A.3
Credentials of Delegates

9. The Council, noting the limited number of membership and recalling the decision taken at its Sixth Session, decided not to elect a Credential Committee but to entrust the responsibility to the Secretary General to check the appropriate documents and to report back to the Council during the Session. Accordingly, the Secretary General reported to the Council that the credentials of delegates of all members for the Ninth Session were found to be in order. 

A.4
Admission of Observers

10.
The Council decided to accept the representatives of Pakistan, the Philippines, Vietnam, Thailand and the Russian Federation as Observers in the Ninth Session of the Council according to Paragraph 14(c) of the Terms of Reference. 
A.5
Report on Membership of the Council
11. The Council presented in the Annex-II of document C(IX)/1 a report on the membership of the Council, including the status of each member with regard to ratification/acceptance/definitive acceptance /approval/signature with declaration to be bound by the Agreement, notification of provisional application or accession. Moreover, the Secretariat presented in document C(IX)/2, a report on the steps undertaken to bring new members in the Group and other relevant information including the informal commitments made by the relevant authorities of the prospective countries for joining the IJSG. The Secretary General informed the Council that immediate after his joining IJSG in August 2007, he made follow-up efforts to contact the prospective member countries through their missions in Dhaka and in some cases directly. 

12. In his report, the Secretary General informed the Session about the meeting of the former Secretary General with the Permanent Representatives (PRs) of potential member countries to United Nations held at UNHQ, New York on 20 August 2007. In response to the request of the IJSG Secretariat, Her Excellency Ms. Ismat Jahan, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations had arranged the meeting for persuading them to become members of the IJSG.  PRs of the following 22 prospective countries were invited to attend the meeting: Australia, Canada, China, Costa Rica, Egypt, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, Myanmar, Nepal, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Russian Federation, Thailand, Turkey, United States of America, Vietnam and Yugoslavia. Representatives from USA, Philippines, Macedonia, China, Costa Rica, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Thailand, Vietnam, Japan, and Russian Federation which included Ambassadors of USA and China, the former members of the IJO and Ambassadors of Philippines, Macedonia, Costa Rica and Nigeria attended the meeting. The Secretariat continues to follow up the issue.  
13. Secretary General quoted his discussion in different meetings with the Hon`ble Adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Foreign Secretary; former Hon`ble Adviser for Textiles and Jute Mrs. Geeteara Safiya Choudhury; Hon`ble Adviser Mr Md. Anwarul Iqbal; Secretary, Ministry of Textiles and Jute, and the Head of the Delegation of European Commission in Dhaka regarding the various issues related to the jute economy and the IJSG membership. He also mentioned that he met H.E. Mr. Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty, the High Commissioner of India and subsequently met the Secretary, Ministry of Textiles Govt. of India to take up the issue of membership to the foreign office of the Government of India. The Secretary General perceived from the discussions in the meetings that the policy level officials of the member countries were also of the opinion that the number of members of the IJSG can be increased by the joint effort of the members of the Group.

14. In course of his membership drive Secretary General met H.E Mr. Alamgir Bashar Khan Babar, the High Commissioner of Pakistan in Dhaka and the delegation of PJMA and requested them to pursue their Government for processing the accession to membership of IJSG. The Secretary General also informed the meeting that Dr. Jalaluddin Harun, Director, Institute of Tropical Forestry and Forest Products (INTROP) of Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM), Malaysia visited IJSG and met the Secretary General. During the meeting he showed his keenness to register for membership of the IJSG both at Country Level (Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities, MPIC) and also at organizational level (UPM). 

15. The Secretary General highlighted the importance of initiatives by the member countries government in membership drive and informed that upon his request the Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Govt of India raised the issue of membership to the Foreign Ministry of Govt. of India. In view of that IJSG made a draft letter elaborating IJSG’s point of view for the Secretary, Ministry of Textiles to speak to the foreign Secretary and pursue the matter. During the meeting of the 8th Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) in Vietnam, Hanoi Jute Company instantly became an associate member of the IJSG, the Secretary General added. He said that he met the Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Trade and Industry of Vietnam and discussed the issue of Membership of the IJSG. 

16. Apart from these initiatives IJSG kept constant touch with the potential member countries, viz. members of the erstwhile IJO and other potential countries with interest in jute, kenaf and allied fibres. The countries identified as potential members are China, Egypt, Indonesia, Japan, Nepal, Norway, Pakistan, Thailand, Myanmar, the Philippines, the Russian Federation and Vietnam. More countries having interest in Jute and Allied Fibres (JAF) may, however, be approached to become members of the IJSG-the Secretary General mentioned. 

17. The Secretary General concluded that the decision to process the application for membership is a decision of the highest authority of the government of a country. Even eagerness of the high officials of the govt. cannot move the process towards the result. It depends on the political will of the cabinet-the highest forum of the decision making authority. The authority may be pursued through the private sector association of the respective country. So the Secretariat is of the opinion that the instrument to make success in the membership drive is the Government of a Country. The Private Sector Association of the potential countries could play an important role in this regard and the IJSG Secretariat has already initiated a process to make more Associate Members and the number of private members has nearly doubled in the last six months.

18. The Chairman concluded the discussions expressing the need for continued support by all member governments for increasing membership of the IJSG. 

A.6
Distribution of Votes
19. The Secretariat presented the document, in C(IX)/3, relating to “Distribution of Votes” for the year 2008/2009 based on the latest FAO statistics on production and trade. Presenting the document, the Secretary General informed the Council that this document will also be an input for the Budget, particularly for determining contributions based on the approved votes. 
20. The Council, noting the contents of the document, decided to approve the Distribution of Votes of member countries for the year 2008/2009 as set out in document C(IX)/3.
B.
Establishment Matters
B.1
Accession to the Agreement of the IJSG 
21. The Secretary General informed the Council that in accordance with Paragraph 5 of the Agreement, the membership of the Group is open to all countries who are interested in production or consumption or international trade in jute and jute products. He further informed that the accession to the Agreement was open to all and those who were observers, could consider joining the IJSG. 

B.2
Status of Associate Membership 

22. The Secretariat presented the document C(IX)/4(Rev-1) relating to the “Status of Associate Membership and Status of Associate Membership Fee” which indicated that 22 (Twenty two) new Associate Members joined the IJSG. The Secretary General has accepted, provisionally, the 23. Associate Membership of 22 (Twenty two) entities as authorised by the Council. The Council decided to approve the Associate Membership of the following 22 entities.

1) India


The Hooghly Mills Company Limited, Kolkata

2) India


Ludlow Jute Mills, Kolkata, India

3) Bangladesh

Patuakhali Jute Mills Limited, Dhaka

4) Bangladesh

Shamsher Jute Mills Limited, Dhaka

5) India


Jaipur Texweaving Park Limited, Jaipur 

6) India


Jaipur Textile Research Association, Jaipur

7) India


Rajasthan Jute Fab Park Limited, Jaipur

8) India


Kamarhatty Company Limited, Kolkata 

9) Bangladesh

Bangladesh Jute Mills Association (BJMA), Dhaka 

10) Bangladesh

Fatima  Alyaf Tala – E Jute Industries Ltd.
11) Bangladesh

Ajax Jute Mills Limited 
12) Bangladesh

Eshana Jute Products Limited 
13) Bangladesh

Wahab Jute Mills Limited
14) Bangladesh

Jute & Kenaf Corporation 
15) India


Jutee Handicrafts (JH)

16) India


Khazana Manufacturers (KM)

17) India


Basirhat Path (BP)

18) Germany

Wilhelm G. Clasen Services (GMBH), Dhaka

19) Vietnam

Hanoi Jute Company, Hanoi

20) Bangladesh

New Dacca Industries Limited, Dhaka

21) Bangladesh

Union Trading Company, Dhaka

22) India


INDICON, Kolkata 

23. The Council also decided to request the Secretariat to issue reminder to the defaulting entities to apply for renewal of their Associate Membership.

C.
Policy Matters

C.1
Statement by the Secretary General

24. Mr. Sudripta Roy, Secretary General of the IJSG welcomed the participants for making it convenient to be present in this Council.  He said that the IJSG is nearly six years old and the Secretariat has been trying its best, with its limited resources, to create value for the members and others associated with jute. He said that in the short period of 7 months since his joining  the IJSG he tried his best to implement the decissions taken in the previous Council Session(s) pertaining to the objectives of the Group.  He thanked Mr. T. Nanda Kumar and Mr. A.F. M. Sarwar Kamal, former Secretary Generals and the IJSG team for their untiring efforts towards establishing a distinct work culture and maintaining an image of being a focused group working for improvement of the jute sector in close cooperation with private sector. 
25. With respect to the accession to the agreement, the Secretary General mentioned that the issue of membership of Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and Vietnam is being continuously pursued by the IJSG Secretariat. Moreover, the IJSG Secretariat had taken various initiatives to contact the prospective members through diplomatic channels. He said that he had personally met the concerned Minister/Secretary/High commissioner/Ambassador level people and official of the member countries and sought their assistance in the membership drive of the Group. The Secretary General emphasized upon concerted efforts by all the IJSG members including European Community (EC) to yield positive results in increasing Membership of IJSG.

26. The Secretary General mentioned that the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) is an important body of the IJSG that provides direct linkage with the industry and an opportunity for experts, technologists and other stakeholders to discuss problems faced by the jute industry. With the relentless efforts of the Secretariat it became possible for IJSG to increase Associate members from 43 to 65 which is quite a healthy sign for the sector and also for IJSG, he said. 

27. The Secretary General remarked that it was high time that the family of PSCB is turned into a more proactive and vibrant body to make effective contribution to the improvement of the jute economy. The Council may provide suggestions and guidance so as to enable PSCB to play its due and expected role, especially, in formulating marketing strategies, increasing co-operation between manufacturers & consumers, addressing technical/ environmental issues, etc. The members of the PSCB can influence the policy makers of their respective countries to become Members of IJSG. The Burger’s report on the Future role of ICBs also emphasized upon more involvement of the Private sector in policy decisions for Commodities and also ICBs.

28. The Secretary General said that an International Symposium on Jute and Allied Fibers Production, Utilization and Marketing was jointly organised by Indian Fibre Society in Kolkata during 9-12 January 2008. IJSG contributed US$5000 for organising the symposium and also participated by making  two presentations, one by him on “Global situation of jute industries and future road map” and the other on “Technologies for creating improved value-added jute products with emphasis on pulp and paper” by the Operations Officer. It has been a landmark event in the sense that all three essential components of the value chain of a commodity i.e. product development, process development and market development were brought under one roof. The highly publicized and largely attended Symposium was rightly termed as the curtain raiser of the UN declared year 2009 – the International Year of Natural Fibres. 

29. Thereafter, the Secretary General briefly highlighted a few recent developments regarding some projects & activities of IJSG which are as follows:
· Regarding the project “Catalogue of Jute Diversified Products” the Secretary General mentioned that under this IJSG funded project two Catalogues of jute diversified products, one for India and another for Bangladesh, showing various diversified products with list of respective product manufacturers and relevant information have been published by National Centre for Jute Diversification (NCJD), India and Jute Diversification Promotion Centre (JDPC), Bangladesh. These product Catalogues would play a significant role in creating awareness and popularizing the variety of jute products to a larger section of people at home and abroad and keep them abreast of the availability of these products along with relevant information about sources and manufacturers, the Secretary General said.
· About the CFC funded project “Study in the Residual Silica/Silicate in Raw Jute and scope for Elimination/ Reduction (CFC/IJSG/23FT)”, the Secretary General said that the project had been completed by IJT Kolkata and BJRI, Dhaka. The study has revealed and confirmed that the intrinsic silica content in jute is very negligible. This was again possible to be reduced by simple washing and a simple sequence of chemical treatments. A Protocol suggesting different measures for reduction/removal of silica from jute/jute fibre was prepared and published by IJT in three versions (English, Hindi and Bangla). 

· As regards the Project “Small Scale Entrepreneurship Development in Diversified Jute Products” funded by the Common Fund for Commodities (CFC), the Secretary General informed the Council that on completion of its second year in October 2007, IJSG as the supervisory body organised the second Steering Committee meeting in Kolkata on 15 November, 2007 to review the overall project implementation status. He remarked that the project was progressing in the right direction and the project’s Grant component part was being implemented as per Work plan and time schedule both in India and Bangladesh. One of the main objectives of the project to set up some service units viz. Jute Entrepreneurs Service Centres (JESCs) to provide technical services, trainings, market information etc. and Raw Material Banks (RMBs) to supply raw materials like fibre, yarns, fabric, dyes, chemicals, etc. to the small entrepreneurs respectively had been achieved. All the JESCs and RMBs, three each in India and Bangladesh had been set up and are functioning effectively.

            The Secretary General said that as per recommendation of the 2nd Steering Committee meeting,    under this project a website for India (www.juteenterprise.in) and another for Bangladesh (www.juteenterprise.bd.com) were being developed by NCJD and JDPC respectively with links to the Jute Entrepreneurs Service Centres (JESCs), developed under the  project, for focusing the achievements of the project e.g. important aspects, activities, products, entrepreneurs etc. to the outside world. He hoped that the websites would be launched shortly.

· Regarding the project “Material Optimisation and Process Up-scaling for Commercialisation of Jute Reinforced Polyolefines(CFC/IJSG/19)”, he remarked that there had been some positive development in the activities of  this project. Some industrial trials with jute reinforced polypropylene granules as intermediate materials, developed under the project for manufacturing different end products, have successfully been conducted in Bangladesh Industrial Technical Assistance Centre (BITAC), and a plastic product manufacturing unit in Bangladesh, through Aziz Pipes Ltd., the private partner associated with the project. He informed the Session that a representative of the A&F, the Netherlands, the Project Executing Agency (PEA) was present during these trials in Bangladesh. Similar trial application of jute-polypropylene granules has also been successfully conducted in India by Birla Corporation Ltd. and samples of automobile parts were produced. The A&F has prepared second batch of jute-polypropylene granules which will be shipped to Birla Corporation Ltd. soon for conducting final industrial trial application. Preparation of Market study is underway. It would be started after co-financing fund is released by the Government of Bangladesh. A dissemination Workshop would be organised after completion of the Market study.

·   The Secretary General informed the Council that the project “Designing of New Metallic Card Clothing for Jute Cards” was being implemented by the Indian Jute Industries’ Research Association (IJIRA), Kolkata, India. The Metallic Card Clothing has been installed at M/s Reliance Jute Mill in West Bengal, India and is currently under trials. After identification of different parameters and assessment of performance and techno-economic viability it would be ready for demonstration to the interested stakeholders, he said. 

· The Secretary General said that “Low Cost Retting for Quality Up-gradation of  Jute /Kenaf/Mesta Fibre (CFC/IJSG 24FT)” was a CFC funded Fast Track Project. On completion of necessary formalities Jute Corporation of India Ltd. (JCI), the Project Implementing Agency (PIA) started implementation of the project in India in August 2007. The project based on a cost effective low-level technology of retting developed by JCI to upgrade the quality of jute fibre, was supposed to be implemented during the period by Bangladesh Jute Research Institute (BJRI) in Bangladesh also.  BJRI could not start implementing the project during 2007 as they had to wait for the official clearance of the concerned Ministry of the Govt. However, in the meantime JCI has implemented the project in India in 20 out of 25 centres spread over the country and achieved the target of training and demonstrating the retting technique to 5000 jute/mesta growers of India. A formal extension of the project period from CFC is required so that BJRI could implement the Bangladesh part of the project during this retting season. 
· The Secretary General informed the Council of the initiative taken by IJSG regarding “A Publication on Jute and Kenaf”. The initiative of the IJSG Secretariat to publish a comprehensive and user-friendly book on jute and kenaf with funds from IJSG Special Account was taken long back. A multi-disciplinary Editorial board was formed and some activities were undertaken but sufficient progress could not be achieved due to lack of sufficient interest and synergy among a large number of experts/ specialists/ academics, involved in this endeavor as authors and chapter editors. Considering the importance and urgency for publishing the book by IJSG, the Board decided to publish a Core book on Jute in a more concise form, within a short time. 

· The Secretary General remarked that “Development and Application of Potentially Important Jute Geo-textiles (CFC/IJSG/21)” is an important pipeline project approved by the COP back in 2003 and was recommended by the Consultative Committee of CFC for reformulation. Due to inability of the earlier proposed PEA, Cranfield University, UK to execute the project, a new PEA from the region was required to be identified. Bengal Engineering & Science University, Shibpur (BESUS), India was identified as a probable PEA of the project. Accordingly, the project proposal was revised by BESUS and submitted to CFC for placing it in the last Consultative Committee meeting held in January 2008, but the proposal was not found suitably developed. 


However, considering the importance and great potential for application of Jute Geo textiles (JGT) in the fields of soil management and rural road construction, a meeting was held among CFC, IJSG, BESUS and JMDC in November 2007 in Kolkata where various points and issues regarding reformulation of the proposal were discussed. Finally it was agreed upon that a JGT stakeholders’ Workshop, with CFC’s funding support, needs to be organised in Kolkata, as a prelude to the future project on JGT.


The Workshop would provide opportunity to all the stakeholders in the supply chain along with experts/ academicians/ regulatory bodies/ policy makers to have thorough discussions, interactions among each other and benefit from sharing of information. It would enable to identify the actual difficulties/ bottlenecks in the wider applications of JGTs especially in the field of soil erosion control and rural road construction in the producing as well as developed countries. 
The Secretary General mentioned that a two-day International Workshop on “Jute Geo textiles–Technical Potential and Commercial Prospects” funded by CFC, has recently been organized jointly by IJSG and JMDC on 5-6 April 2008, at Kolkata. The workshop, inaugurated by Mr. Nirupam Sen, the Minister-in-Charge, Commerce and Industry, West Bengal, was participated by around 70 interested stakeholders from Bangladesh, India, Pakistan & Europe representing govt. agencies, promotional organizations, R&D institutions, Universities, user agencies, industry/ manufacturers, marketing experts, press & media etc.  including 15 resource persons/ experts -2 from UK, 5 from Bangladesh and 8 from India. There were 15 presentations in 5 Technical sessions. The critical issues and points that emerged from the presentations/ discussions/interactions in the Technical Sessions were the main focus & points for discussions in the Concluding session, chaired by the Secretary General, IJSG.


The important observations/suggestions/recommendations were made in the Workshop e.g. need for i) information of market demand, ii) formulation of specifications & technical parameters for a few potentially effective JGTs for specific type of applications, iii) appropriate market strategy, iv) interaction among regulatory bodies, industries, researchers, policy makers of the national governments and v) representation of natural fibre bodies in the international committees for standardization of geotextiles etc., the Secretary General mentioned. 


He mentioned that, at the moment IJSG’s main concern is preparation of the full-fledged project proposal and submitting it to CFC by 5 May 2008 at the latest for funding consideration. IJSG has already requested JDPC, the nodal agency for Bangladesh part of the proposed project, to provide required information in connection with the formulation of the project proposal urgently.

He informed the Session that the project would be supported with an additional amount of US$1.5 million as co-financing from the Govt. of India.

· The Secretary General mentioned in his report that the draft of the detailed proposal of the multi country project “Evaluation of Germplasm of Kenaf in Production Systems for Specific Applications (CFC/IJSG/22)” has already been prepared by UNIDO, the proposed PEA. Bangladesh, China and Malaysia are the participating countries of the project. Maintaining the important aspect of variety and fibre quality, the focus of the project is mainly towards the potential uptake of kenaf for specific industrial applications e.g. pulp & paper, composites, fibre/particle boards, animal feed, etc. The IJSG Secretariat is expecting to receive the final draft proposal from UNIDO any time so as to submit it to CFC by 05 May 2008, the latest, for placing it in the next meeting of the CFC’s Consultative Committee for funding consideration. 

The Secretary General highlighted that the IJSG Secretariat is making efforts to resolve various problems like disposal of jute products, dearth of supply of modern machinery, absence of adequate market promotion of jute products, shortage of quality fibre, insufficient supply of quality jute seeds etc. Accordingly, a few other important proposals regarding Jute Machinery Development, Market Promotion of Diversified Jute Products, and High Yielding Variety (HYV) Jute Seed Production & Distribution are also under active consideration of IJSG.

· The Secretary General also informed the Council of the implementation progress of the on-going project, “Production of a Video film on Jute” and “Up-gradation of the existing Display Centre”. 

30. Finally, considering the nature and quantum of activities which is required to be undertaken by IJSG and the inadequate available resources of the Special Account, the Secretary General urged upon the distinguished delegates for making generous contribution to the IJSG’s Special Account. 

C.2
Statement by Members and Observers

31. Mr. Enzo Barattini, Deputy Head of Unit, European Commission, Directorate General, Development Commodities, delegate of the European Community, spoke on behalf of the 27 Member States as a member of the IJSG. 

32. Mr. Barattini said that the annual Council Session of the IJSG came at a very important juncture as they  believed that the moment had come to open a common reflection on the future of this form of cooperation and assess the role of the Organisation according to the objectives that they had  have negotiated. 

33. Mr. Barattini mentioned that Jute was an important commodity for producing countries as a whole and for Bangladesh, in particular. Jute continues to be one of the important commodities in respect of environment, providing employment opportunities to millions of people on farms, in industries as well as in the service sector. He clarified that the reason why through the present renewed international cooperation instrument the European Community searched to develop a more flexible and updated form of multilateral cooperation. 

34. Regarding Membership the EC delegate said that six years after the entry into force of the agreement establishing the IJSG, once again the EC as a member, deeply regret that no additional members have joined the Organisation, despite several appeals launched by the IJSG Council, the efforts of 3 different Secretary Generals and those coming from the individual delegations. He said that no change in the membership has been recorded. He thinks/believes that they consider that the situation has a risk to definitively entail the negative impact that IJSG may give to the external countries and even within those who have always supported IJSG and its action.

35. He said that there may be a question as to why many countries remain outside IJSG despite the interest showed at public and private levels. He remarked that it may be because the Organisation is not responding to the expectations. It may also be that jute has not a high priority on the governments’ agenda. He said that it is necessary to know whether the actions undertaken are adequate to achieve the objectives of the IJSG Chart and are beneficial for the global jute economy.  Finally, the most important thing is to know whether jute is still an important commodity or not. He remarked that it was fundamental to search answers to these questions. 

36. EC delegate referred to the document C(IX) 5 on the assessment of the world jute situation and said that the assessment  gave a quite positive and balanced situation on the jute market. The strategy followed by the action plan, represents a very useful achievement. He remarked that the EU recognises the very positive contribution of the Private Sector Consultative Board although in some occasions no adequate follow up had been taken to the actions proposed. He noted that, in general, the project activities have been penalised by the absence of sponsors. Projects and sponsors were closely linked, as projects must correspond to actions having a valuable impact on beneficiaries, in line with the strategies followed by donors. We are happy to note however, that through CFC and the Government of India an important initiative will start. 

37. The EC delegate said that they had the opportunity to explain in the past years the principles of its Action Plan on commodities. He pointed out that addressing commodity dependence as a priority, at national and international level, was one of the basic pillars. They still believed that International Commodity Bodies have to contribute effectively to market functioning and mainly, to sustainable development within its three main pillars: economy, social and environmental. These were the main actions that EC should like to see implemented. 
38. The EC delegate stressed on the beginning of the present intervention and the moment of an open ended analysis among the members in order to adjust the common action. He said that the EC strongly supported the envisaged brainstorming on the future terms of reference of the Agreement, that the present session was called to undertake. In that perspective he wished to thank the Secretary General for the documents produced. He also wished to thank the Secretary General for the healthy management of the IJSG, including the budget. 

39. Mr. Barattini said that the EC aims to see that the IJSG imposes itself as a sound ICB dealing with development and consequently in favour of poverty eradication. He reaffirmed their support on this form of cooperation required by the IJSG and that they would do everything in their power to ensure that the organisation would survive. 
40. Mr. Sutanu Behuria, Additional Secretary & Finance Adviser, Ministry of Textiles, Government of India and delegate of India expressed his pleasure to be present in the Council Session of the International Jute Study Group (IJSG) at Dhaka. 
41. At the outset of his speech the delegate of India congratulated Mr. Sudripta Roy for taking over the responsibility of the Secretary General of the IJSG. He expressed his firm belief that under the able leadership of Mr. Sudripta Roy, the IJSG would be able to implement various projects that are expected to have impact on the lives of millions who depend on jute and allied fibres. He said that while it is true that IJSG had travelled a long way since it formally came into being on 27 April 2002; there are a few areas which require special attention. In particular they need to make IJSG more vibrant and dynamic in the jute sector intrinsically linked to livelihood and environmental issues, he said. 

42. Mr. Behuria cited his realization that the objectives of the IJSG would be fulfilled only when they could bring a larger number of stakeholder nations into the fold of the IJSG. In particular IJSG is still to find other countries of Asia, except India and Bangladesh, as their Members, he said. The Indian delegate said that, therefore, a common forum for discussing the growth of the future prospects of jute and allied fibre industry in Asia is missing. He stressed upon putting concerted efforts to bring Pakistan, Myanmar, Vietnam and other jute goods manufacturing and consuming countries, into the IJSG forum.

43. Explaining the natural fibres situation in the world, Mr. Sutanu Behuria said that the African, Latin American and Middle East countries together consume around 435 thousand tonnes of jute, kenaf and allied fibres. Yet, there is not a single representative country in the IJSG from these regions. Similarly, these countries imported products of jute, kenaf and allied fibres to the tune of 337.5 thousand tonnes in 2006. Their presence in the forum would have helped exporting nations to understand their specific requirements and problems. This would have enabled expansion of international trade in jute and jute products by maintaining existing markets and developing new ones through introduction of new jute products and development of new end uses, the Indian delegate said. He said that the Group may consider discussing this issue in greater detail at an appropriate session to pursue the matter politically rather than administratively.

44. Mentioning the issue of funding of IJSG, Mr. Behuria said that urgent attention was required in the provision of adequate funds to enable IJSG to carry out its functions effectively. In particular, higher contribution by member countries to the Special Account, which was meant for projects, would enable IJSG to fund a larger number of projects in different countries, he said.

45. Highlighting the observance of the International Year of Natural Fibers 2009 Mr. Sutanu Behuria said that the initiative of this programme was expected to build an international framework for coordinated efforts for creating global awareness about usefulness and beneficial attributes of natural fibres along with positive impact on the society of the producing countries and providing economic securities to millions of people of those countries. He expressed his expectation that the IJSG as the International Commodity Body for jute and allied fibres would also have an important role in accomplishing various activities related to observance of the International Year of Natural Fibres.

46. The Indian delegate said that the IJSG should strive to make its Headquarters an International Resource Centre for all matters pertaining to jute and kenaf. Efforts should be made to collate, organize, and disseminate that information to all member countries and associate members as well as those involved in the development of jute and kenaf, he mentioned. He further remarked that it requires building up of a centralized database which is possible only with active cooperation of all member countries as well as all producers, exporters and importers of jute and jute products. 

47. Mr. Abdur Rashid Sarkar, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles and Jute on behalf of the Government of Bangladesh expressed sincere thanks to all participants of the 9th  Session of the Council of the IJSG. He extended his sincere appreciation to Mr. Sudripta Roy, Secretary General of the IJSG for his statement on different issues in connection with the functions of the IJSG. He termed the statement as valuable and pragmatic. He said that as a catalytic role player in initiating, sponsoring, supervising and monitoring the projects and related activities implemented by the executing and implementing agencies in the member countries, IJSG is expected to address the issues of poverty alleviation, employment generation and development of human resources. He desired that as an apex international body for development of jute and allied fibres IJSG would explore all avenues for the development of this sector. Expressing his agreement with statement of the Indian delegate, Mr Sarkar pointed out that Secretary General alone could not proceed with the membership drive and he stressed on the combined efforts of the member countries governments to make the drive successful. 
48. Mentioning Bangladesh as one of the major producing countries of jute Mr. Sarkar informed the Council that they are facing the problems of retting and scarcity of quality seed. Under the Government of Bangladesh the Ministry of Textiles & Jute is trying to get the maximum yield from jute crop, he said. Regarding the problems related to retting of jute and scarcity of quality seed, Mr. Abdur Rashid Sarkar said that the Ministry is on the way to take projects to overcome the problems. He hoped that the IJSG would also take program to solve the problems related to seed and retting. 
49. The Bangladesh delegate, referring to many jute producing countries who have not become members of the IJSG, said that a delegation from private sector of Pakistan visited Bangladesh and expressed their willingness to be a member of the IJSG. Regarding the membership of Nepal he opined that persuasion by India could be very effective in this regard.

50. Referring to the statements of the Secretary General, Mr. Sarkar said that it is true that the quality of products of Bangladesh is very good but it is very difficult to calculate the volume of products exported abroad. Huge quantity of jute products are exported in the name of other products/handicrafts. Regarding IYNF-2009 the Secretary, Govt of Bangladesh said that they would take part to observe the event nationally and internationally. Government has also a plan to observe the IYNF with IJSG and other organizations in a befitting manner.
51. The representative of the Philippines offered his congratulations to the International Jute Study Group on holding the Ninth Session. He also expressed his sincere appreciation for being invited to attend the Session as an observer. He said while the Philippines is not a producer of Jute, it produces other well known natural fibres, such as abaca, Manila Hemp and pine apple, coconut fibres, etc. which are  used in construction and textile sectors.  He further said that the natural fibre production is concentrated in the rural areas in their country and thereby contributes to the alleviation of poverty among the rural population. On the other hand such fibres are used to manufacture finished products in the urban area providing opportunities for employment. Being a producer of natural fibers itself the Philippines would be happy to support actions and initiatives in connection with the celebration of IYNF-2009 endorsed by the UN General Assembly and proclaimed by FAO.
52.
The representative of Pakistan Mrs Roubina Toufiq Shah offered her congratulations to the International Jute Study Group and informed that Govt. of Pakistan has shown keen interest in joining IJSG. She mentioned that the Secretary General of the IJSG had a meeting with the High Commissioner of Pakistan in Dhaka where the discussion was very positive. She also mentioned that the PJMA delegation visited Dhaka in February 2008 and they had very fruitful meetings with the Government of Bangladesh and the Secretary General of the IJSG. They are approaching their govt sincerely regarding the membership of IJSG. She expressed her hope to get the decision of the Govt. of Pakistan very soon.
53. Mr. K R Hassan, Chairman designate of the PSCB explained the problem of Bangladesh regarding retting of jute fibre and non-availability of high quality seeds. He said that demand curve of the jute goods shows a rising tendency so far the gunny bags and Hessians are concerned and steady demand curve of export in the yarn sector. The problem that Bangladesh and India may face is that there may be a short of jute because the farmers may lean forward for food grains. He said that on one side they need the high yielding variety seed so there should be seed banks both in India and Bangladesh and they may work together under the guidance of the IJSG. On the other hand jute retting that upgrades the quality of the fibers should be modernised and upgraded. He remarked that our product would be cost effective in the global trade. He said that they would request the IJSG and all the members to look at and address the two issues properly.
C.3
Assessment of the World Jute Situation and Related Matters
54.
The Secretariat presented the above in document C(IX)/5 in compliance with the decision taken by the Council at its Sixth  Session [Decision VI(VI)]. 

55. The Secretary General presented the document and concluded the following in brief:
a) The information provided in the document indicates that the world production of jute and other allied fibers has increased in the major jute producing countries except some smaller producers.  

b) In Bangladesh, the production of jute products have marginally increased in the jute year 2006/2007, compared to the jute year 2005/2006. India has a decrease in their production of jute products during the year 2006/2007 in comparison to the year 2005/2006. 

c) In Bangladesh, production of raw jute and export volume of traditional jute products increased during 2006/2007 in comparison to the previous year. In case of India, raw jute production has increased and the export volume of jute products had decreased compared to the previous jute year under review. 

d) World export of products of jute, kenaf and allied fibres is showing a decrease in 2006 compared to 2005.  

e) The export prices of jute products in Bangladesh has increased  in comparison to the previous year and in India the export prices has also increased in comparison to the previous year. 

56. Some key issues mentioned by the Secretary General during the presentation were as follows:
· In major producing countries production of raw jute has increased which is indeed an encouraging sign. But the availability/supply of quality seed as well as the sustainable market price of the fibre is still a crucial issue. Accordingly, respective governments need to take urgent action to make sure that certified quality seeds are available. Besides, stable market prices are to be ensured. 

· There is a common request for the data/information regarding the Kenaf Sector (number of workforce engaged, price, demand /supply situation etc.) from individuals/agencies who are interested in taking up projects related to the Kenaf Fibre. In view of that respective governments may maintain separate data on Kenaf Sector so that the IJSG Secretariat could refer to or place those data on its website. 

· The IJSG Secretariat receives regular query for providing data on diversified jute products (production/consumption, types, value etc.) for better understanding of its market share. Bangladesh may at least show up the export value of diversified jute products separately as is being done by India.

· To get the relevant and uniform information on time regarding the production and consumption of jute and jute goods including organisations/entrepreneurs, the whole sector needs to be equipped with adequate IT support. 

· Countries producing traditional/diversified jute products should design appropriate market development strategies to increase consumption and create more new markets. To do this aggressive marketing campaign by producing quality products with innovative and attractive designs needs to be undertaken. 

C.4
Presentation of Country Papers on Jute Trade Information and Statistics

 57. Bangladesh delegation has placed a Country Paper for distribution among the participants.
C.5
Jute Market Development and Related Matters

58.   No specific issues were discussed under this agenda in the Session.

C.6
Consideration of Decisions/Recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of the Committee on Projects (COP)
59. The Secretary General introduced the document C(VIII)/6 and presented the decisions/recommendations of the Eighth COP meeting held in Dhaka on 12-13 August 2007 for consideration of the Council. 

60. The Council noted the contents of the Secretariat document concerning the Decisions/Recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of the COP. The Council also noted the expiry of the tenure of the project “Designing of New Metallic Card Clothing for Jute Cards” that needs extension. 

61. After detailed presentation by the Secretary General on various projects/activities and discussion by the delegates, the Council decided:
(a) to approve the decisions/recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of the COP as contained in the Secretariat document C(IX)/6;

(b) to approve the proposal of the Secretariat for extension of the tenure of the project “Designing of New Metallic Card Clothing for Jute Cards” up to December 2008.

      (c) to instruct the Secretariat to examine the revised project on Skill Development of Workers, Supervisors and Maintenance Personnel of the Jute Industry of Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Nepal and take necessary action in this regard.

C.7
Consideration of Decisions/Recommendations of the Seventh and Eighth Meetings of the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) 

62. The Seventh meeting of the PSCB was held on 6 August 2007 in Kolkata, India and the Eighth meeting was held in Hanoi,. Vietnam on 17 March 2008. The Secretariat presented, in document C(IX)/7, the decisions/recommendations of the Seventh and Eighth meetings of the PSCB for consideration of the Council. The Chairman of the PSCB reported that with the support of the IJSG and Associate Members, PSCB had been able to hold a few meetings so far including the Seventh and Eighth Meetings of the PSCB. He informed that the membership of 43 (Forty three) Associate Members were approved by the Council. He said that the Secretary General of the IJSG has provisionally accepted 22 (twenty two) Associate Members which has been approved by the current session of the Council. 
63.
The Vice Chairman of the PSCB said that the Board is trying to do something for the jute sector and would be able to do more in near future. He urged the Associate Members to be more active in addressing the problems presently faced by the jute industries. He remarked that the PSCB will focus on the market promotion programme in the non-jute producing countries. Regarding the seed situation he said that pro-active measures should be taken before harvesting of the crop. 
64.
 He urged the members particularly the producers to come forward with more Research and Development activities. He requested the member governments to introduce some professional courses on jute (diploma/graduation). He expressed his gratitude to the Government of India for setting up an Institute of Natural Fibre and requested other producing members to follow the same. He then presented the recommendations of the PSCB meeting before the Council.
65.
The Council noted the contents of the Secretariat document concerning the Record of Decisions/Recommendations of the Seventh and Eighth Meetings of the Private Sector Consultative Board and advised the PSCB to extend its efforts further to increase the number of Associate Members of the IJSG.
C.8
Periodic Evaluation of the IJSG Activities

66.
The Secretary General presented, in document C(IX)/9, Periodic Evaluation of the IJSG Activities. He said that Paragraph 19(c) of the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG stated that the Group shall undertake periodic evaluations of its activities at least every two years, and compare their conformity to the objectives and functions of the Group. He said in compliance to the said paragraph, the Secretariat had presented the possible Terms of Reference with an estimated budget for the external evaluation for consideration of the Council initially in its Seventh Session. The Seventh Council decided to put on hold the proposal till the report of the study undertaken by the European Community was received. The “Draft Terms of Reference with an estimated budget for the External Evaluation of the IJSG activities” was submitted again for the consideration of the Eighth Session of the Council. The Council decided again to put on hold the proposal of the External Evaluation by the IJSG Secretariat till the final report of the study undertaken by the European Community was received. The Secretary General informed the Session that in compliance with the “Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG” the Secretariat shall go for periodic evaluation till the Council decides otherwise. 
67. The delegates of the Member Countries expressed their opinion to evaluate the activities and compare their conformity to the objectives and functions of the Group till July 2009 so that the report could be considered in making the decision of extension of the duration of the IJSG. At the end of the discussion the Council decided to instruct the Secretariat to formulate the TOR for external evaluation in line with the objectives of the Secretariat and achievements till July 2009 and circulate these among the Members. 
 C.9
Observance of International Year of Natural Fibres 2009
68.
The Secretary General presented the document C( IX)/9 relating to the “ Observance of the International Year of Natural Fibres 2009” and  informed the Session of the Objectives and Administrative arrangements for observing the year under the guidance of an International Steering Committee (ISC). He said that, FAO has an Inter-Departmental Working Group to oversee the activities of a coordination unit. He said that an IYNF Coordination Unit in FAO (Commodities and Trade Division) would have technical responsibility for management, with permanent staff assisted by short-term project staff. Under the ‘umbrella’ of this International Coordination, the various International and National Bodies (including National Committees to be set up in many countries) would run their own events regarding observance of IYNF 2009. The Secretary General said that a Communication Plan was adopted by the ISC. The plan set objectives, vision and goals for observance of the event. Various activities along with the requirement of funds, the implementation plan, source of funds and a tentative budget were also prepared. A management committee has also been formed to facilitate decision making on various issues within the broader plan. In the ISC meeting held in Izmir, Turkey in October 2007, the Logo and Slogan for the IYNF 2009 have been selected. A new website is being prepared which will have the same domain name now being used for the interim site, www.naturalfibres2009.org. In the last ISC meeting held in Rome, Italy on 1st April 2008 important discussions took place to develop a calendar of events for the observance of IYNF 2009. Participants provided information on a number of activities which they are planning to arrange for 2009. It has been recognized that, in general, key messages and audiences should be identified, and then activities planned to meet these requirements. Some suggested activities include Preparation of Brochures, Preparation of Audio-visuals (CD/DVD), Events i.e. Conferences & Fairs, Media relations / Key contacts, Advertisement, A ‘Big-bang’ congress incorporating all natural fibre industries etc. and tentative programme for 2008 and 2009 was also mentioned in the document incorporating Advertisement / Campaigns, Press release, Press conference, International conference (Preparation),CD/DVD (Production, Presentation & Distribution of CD/DVD),Brochure (preparation and distribution), International Conference (Opening and Closing ceremony) and Fair, Website (Ongoing activities),Rally and News Paper Supplements etc.
69. Explaining the Activities to be undertaken by the IJSG the Secretary General said that an international conference and fair relating to the observance of the IYNF 2009 would be organized by IJSG in Dhaka in 2009 to focus on the significance of various attributes and applications of jute/kenaf as a natural, eco-friendly fibre as well as importance of jute/kenaf in the socio-economic life of the producing countries. He said that the Member countries of the IJSG would be requested to attend and address the conference. Eminent personalities and representatives of Civil Society would be invited to the conference. Resource persons would be selected and requested to present papers in the conference. 

70. He stated that an International Symposium on Jute and Allied Fibres Production, Utilisation and Marketing was organized in Kolkata, India in January 2008 which might be treated as a curtain-raiser of this very important event of IYNF 2009. 

71. Explaining the financial plan, the Secretary General stated that the IJSG as the International Commodity Body (ICB) for Jute and Allied Fibres will have to play an important role in accomplishing various activities related to the observance of the International Year of Natural Fibres 2009. The Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) of IJSG also recommended to the Council for observing the IYNF in a befitting manner. The IJSG Secretariat placed a proposal in the Seventh COP meeting held on 13-14 November 2006 and the COP approved / sanctioned US$ 5000 from the IJSG Special Account for contributing towards making a plan of the activities. The IJSG Secretariat has contributed the above fund to FAO for the purpose of preparing a Communication Plan for observing IYNF. The IJSG Secretariat placed a proposal for more funds in the Eighth Council Session held on 2-3 May 2007 for sanctioning US$ 65000 from the IJSG Special Account for making contribution to FAO on behalf of the Group and for undertaking appropriate activities by IJSG. The Council of IJSG decided (a) to instruct the Secretariat to play its due role as an International Commodity Body in observing the International Year of Natural Fibers 2009; (b) to approve the proposed budget of US$ 11,000 for the year 2007 to be financed from the Special Account; (c) to submit the detailed plan of actions and proposed budget for the years 2008 and 2009 in the next Council Session. 
72. In pursuance of the Council decision it was proposed that an amount of US$ 54,000 may be sanctioned from the IJSG Special Account for observance of the International Year of Natural Fibers 2009 for 2008 and 2009 as per tentative budget of US$ 85,000 

73. After discussion, the Council approved the proposed budget of US$ 54,000 for the year 2008 and 2009 to be financed from the Special account. The Council also instructed the Secretariat to play its due role as an International Commodity Body in observing the International Year of Natural Fibres 2009.
D.
Administrative and Financial Matters
D.1
Staffing structure of the IJSG and related issues
74. The Secretary General presented the issue of the recruitment in the post of Operations Manager and extension of the service of Mr. Francis Rozario, Finance Assistant after expiry of his 62 years of service  in document C(IX)/10, staffing structure and related issues of the IJSG. 
75. After the explanation of the Secretary General, the Council decided not to allow the Secretariat to process the recruitment in the post of Operations Manager. The Council also decided to approve the proposal of extension of the Service of Mr. Francis Rozario, Finance Assistant for one year from 26 September 2008 to 25 September 2009.
.  

D.2
Web Site of the IJSG
76. The Secretariat submitted, in document C(IX)/11, an updated report on the IJSG Website - www.jute.org. 
77. The IJSG Secretariat demonstrated its website to the delegates with multimedia. The delegates observed the redesigned and reorganized website of the IJSG which incorporated latest news, data, project activities, publications and other documents with relevant photographs and video clips.  The delegates expressed their satisfaction and provided some notable suggestions for further improvement. The delegates advised the Secretariat to consider creating a separate section which may include information relating to training, workshops, symposiums as well as international events like fairs, exhibitions etc. on jute and allied fibres. More news on private sector activities related to the development of jute economy may be posted. The delegates also suggested the Secretariat considering to initiate a directory of buyers or to post information of consumers of jute and allied fibres and to add more links to the website.

78. After detailed discussion the Council decided to instruct the Secretariat to accommodate as many documents as possible for general view and classified documents for the IJSG members only. It also advised the Secretariat to ensure continuous updating of the contents of the Website along with smart appearance.

D.3
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2008/2009
79.
The Chairman invited proposal from the members of the Council for the positions of Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council of the IJSG for the next jute year i.e. 2008/2009. The Council decided to elect Mr. Sutanu Behuria, Additional Secretary and Finance Adviser, Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India and Mr. Charles Whitely, First Secretary, Delegation of European Commission, Bangladesh as Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively, of the Council of the International Jute Study Group for the jute year 2008/2009. 
D.4
Election of Provident Fund Committee for 2008/2009
80.
The Council, noting the limited number of membership decided to continue the existing Provident Fund Committee (Bangladesh and the European Community) of the IJSG for the year 2008/2009.

D.5
Announcement of contributions to the Special Account by donors 
81.
The Secretary General informed the Council that this agenda was included to enable members or non-members to announce contributions to the Special Account. 
82.
The Council noted the position of the IJSG Special Account and decided to urge the members and non-members to contribute to strengthen the IJSG`s Special Account. The Council instructed the Secretariat to place specific proposal/project so that the countries can consider their contribution on receipt of specific proposal.
D.6
Financial Resources of the Special Account
83.
The Secretary General introduced in document C(IX)/12 containing the updated position of the Financial Resources of the Special Account. The Secretary General reported that the actual available fund as on 15 April 2008 in the Special Account is US$ 288,086.00. Total un-earmarked fund was US$ 142,479.02.  The Council noted the information provided by the Secretary General. 

D.7
Administrative Budget of IJSG for 2008/2009
84.
The Secretariat presented the document C(IX)/13 relating to the Administrative Budget of the IJSG for the year 2008/2009. The Secretary General clarified that the budget was prepared by taking into account various factors for an amount of US$ 5,76,280 of which US$ 9,000 to be met out of internal resources leaving the contribution to US$ 567,280. 
85.
After  discussion, the Council decided to approve, inter alia, the Administrative Budget of the IJSG amounting to US$ 5,76,280 for the year 2008/2009 (1st July 2008 to 30th June 2009) of which US$ 567,280 is to be financed by members’ contribution which will become due on 1st July 2008. The Council authorised the Secretary General to incur expenditure for the purposes for which the budget is approved. The Council also authorised the Secretary General to make necessary re-appropriation in the Budgetary Heads, if necessary.
D.8
Audit Report for the year 2006/2007
86.
The Secretary General presented the document C (IX)/14 containing the Audit Report of the IJSG for the year 2006/2007. The Council noted the presentation of the Secretary General and decided to approve the Audit Report. The Council also authorized the Secretary General to consider the possibility to place the fixed deposits in any bank(s) which provide the highest rate of interest.
D.9
Appointment of Auditors for the year 2007/2008
 87. The Council decided to re-appoint M/S Hassan & Co. as auditors to audit the IJSG accounts for the year 2007/2008 on the same terms and conditions as for the previous year. 

E.
Other Business
88.    No other business was discussed under this item.
F. 
Dates of the  Tenth Session of the Council 
89. The Council decided to convene the Tenth Session of the Council of the IJSG on 6-7 April 2009.  
G.
Adoption of the Record of Decisions of the Session 
90.
The Council adopted the Record of Decisions of its Ninth Session, as contained in document C (IX)/15 and reproduced in Annex-VI of this document and authorised the Secretary General to prepare and circulate the full report to all Members, Associate Members and Observers.
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