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EIGHTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE

INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

Dhaka, 02-03 May 2007
REVISED PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Part-1: Inaugural Session
1.
Address of Welcome by Mr. A. F. M. Sarwar Kamal, Secretary General, IJSG

2.
Opening of the Session and Address by H.E. Mrs. Geeteara Safiya Choudhury Hon’ble Adviser to the Caretaker Government, in-charge, Ministry of Textiles and Jute. 

3.
Address by Ms. Elisabeth Bosch Malinen, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Switzerland and Chairman of the Council of the IJSG. 

Part-2: Business Session
A.
Opening of the Session

1. Ascertainment of quorum

2. Adoption of agenda and organisation of work

3. Credentials of delegates: 



(a) Establishment of a Credentials Committee


(b) Report of the Credentials Committee

4. Admission of Observers 
5. Report on membership of the Council
6. Distribution of Votes 
B.   
Establishment Matters

1. Accession to the Agreement of the IJSG

2. Status of Associate Membership 

C.       Policy Matters
1.
Statement by the Secretary General
2.
Statement by Members and Observers
3.
Assessment of the World Jute Situation and Related Matters

4.
Presentation of Country Papers on Jute Trade Information and Statistics 

5.
Jute Market Development and related matters

6.
Consideration of Decisions/Recommendations of the Seventh Meeting of the Committee on Projects (COP)
7.
Consideration of Decisions/Recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) 
8.
Work Programme of the IJSG

9.
Periodic Evaluation of the IJSG Activities

10.       Observation of International Year of Natural Fibers 2009.
D.
Administrative and Financial Matters
1.
Staffing structure of the IJSG and related issues
2.
Web Site of the IJSG

3.
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council for 2007/2008

4.
Election of the Provident Fund Committee for 2007/2008
5.
Announcement of contributions to the Special Account by donors

6.
Financial resources of the Special Account

7.
Administrative Budget of the IJSG for 2007/2008
8.
Audit report for the year 2005/2006

9.
Appointment of Auditors for the year 2006/2007
10.       `Appointment of the next Secretary General

E.
Other Business
1.
Supplementary Budget of few Head and Sub-heads of the Administrative Budget of the IJSG for the year 2006/2007

2.
Internship Programme at the IJSG.

F. 
Dates of the Ninth Session of the Council 

G.
Adoption of the Record of Decisions of the Session

Encl: Annexes: 1. Timetable, 2. Status of Membership & 3. Provisional List of Documents
NOTES ON THE PROVISIONAL REVISED AGENDA

Introduction

At its Seventh Session held in Dhaka during 24-25 April 2006, the Council of the IJSG decided [Decision XXIV (VII)] to hold the Eighth Session of the Council of the IJSG on 24-25 April 2007. These dates have been revised on the basis of the consent of the Members due to the clash with the meeting of the 66th Session of the Committee on Commodity problems at FAO, Rome and possibility of another meeting of all Heads of ICBs in order to discuss the study report commissioned by European Commission on ICBs.  Accordingly, the Eighth Session of the Council of the IJSG will be held in Dhaka on 02 and 03 May 2007.

A.
Opening of the Session 

H.E. Mrs. Geeteara Safiya Choudhury Hon’ble Adviser to the Caretaker Government, in-charge, Ministry of Textiles and Jute will inaugurate the Session. The Session will be chaired by Ms Elisabeth Bosch Malinen ,Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Switzerland, Chairman of the Council of the IJSG. 

A.1
Ascertainment of quorum 

The Council will ascertain that a quorum of members is present. Under Paragraph 9(g) of the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the International Jute Study Group, 2001, the presence of members holding together 1,000 votes is required for the commencement of any Council meeting and the presence of members holding together 1,200 votes is required for any decision to be taken by the Council. 

A.2
Adoption of agenda and organisation of work 

The Council will consider the provisional agenda-Rev.1 with amendments, if any, as contained in document C/(VIII )/1 Rev.1  for adoption. A suggested timetable for the organisation of work is at Annex-1. The status of membership and a provisional list of documents pertaining to this Session of the Council are at Annex–2 and Annex–3 respectively. 

A.3
Credentials of delegates

A.3.a.
Establishment of a Credentials Committee

Under rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure of the IJSG, the Council shall appoint a Credentials Committee consisting of three members of the Council to serve during the following jute year.  The Credentials Committee shall examine the credentials of delegates at each session and report to the Council without delay. It shall also examine and report on any authorisation given by a member to another member under paragraph 9(j) of the Agreement.

At its Sixth Session, the Council decided not to elect a Credentials Committee but to entrust the responsibility to the Secretary General of the IJSG to check the appropriate documents and to report back to the Council during the Session. Therefore, the Council may authorise the Secretary General to examine the credentials and report to the Council.

A.3.b
Report of the Credentials Committee

The Credentials Committee, as elected by the Council or the Secretary General, if authorised, would submit a report to the Council during the Session.

A.4
Admission of Observers 

The Council may wish to admit, as observers, those non-member countries and other organisations invited to attend the Eighth Session of the Council, in accordance with paragraph 14(c) of the Agreement.

A.5
Report on membership of the Council 

A report on the membership of the Council, including the status of each member with regard to ratification/acceptance/approval/signature with declaration to be bound by the Agreement, notification of provisional application or accession is at Annex-2 of this document. If necessary, an updated list will be issued during the Session. 

In compliance with the decision [Decision III(VII)] taken by the Council at its Seventh Session, the Secretariat has taken steps to persuade non-member countries to join the IJSG. In this connection, the Secretary General will submit in document C(VIII)/2, a report on the steps undertaken to bring new members in the Group and other relevant information including the informal commitment made by the relevant authorities of Pakistan and Nepal for joining the IJSG soon, for consideration and further advice of the Council.

A.6
Distribution of Votes 
The Secretariat will submit, in document C(VIII)/3, the distribution of votes of member countries for the year 2007/2008 based on the latest FAO statistics on production and trade of jute, on the basis of the provisions of paragraph 9 (b) & (c) of the Agreement, for consideration of the Council. In case new members join before the session, necessary changes will be incorporated and circulated at the meeting.

B.
Establishment Matters

B.1
Accession to the Agreement of the IJSG

In accordance with paragraph 5 of the Agreement, Membership of the Group is open to all States which are interested in the production or consumption or international trade in jute and jute products, and, with the Agreement of the Council to any intergovernmental organisation having responsibilities in respect of negotiation, conclusion and application of international agreements, in particular, commodity agreements. 

B.2
Status of Associate Membership

In accordance with the provisions of paragraph 6 of the Agreement and the Rules formulated by the Private Sector Consultative Board at its First Meeting concerning Associate Members and endorsed by the Council at its third session, the Secretariat invited relevant organisations and entities to become associate members of the IJSG. The Secretariat will submit, in document C(VIII)/4, an updated list of Associate Members, a list of provisional members to be approved by the Council and other relevant information for consideration of the Council. 

C.
Policy Matters

C.1
Statement by the Secretary General

The Secretary General of the International Jute Study Group will make a statement focusing briefly on the activities undertaken by the Secretariat, including the outcome of the Seventh Meeting (held during 13-14 November 2006) of the COP. 

C.2
Statement by Members and Observers

The delegate(s) of members and observers may like to make brief statement(s). 
C.3
Assessment of the World Jute Situation and Related Matters

The Secretariat will present a discussion paper in document C (VIII)/5. The Council may invite individual members to indicate the situation concerning jute in their respective countries, along with any policy changes, which may impact on trade in jute and jute products. Member countries are also requested to make available up-dated statistics and any other information relevant to the jute situation to enable the Secretariat to revise/facilitate the document.

C. 4 
Presentation of Country papers on Jute Trade Information and Statistics 

In compliance with the decision taken by the Council at its Fourth Session [Decision VIII(IV)], the Secretariat requested all member and a few non-member countries for submission of country paper on Jute Trade Information and Statistics. The members and interested observer countries may present a report the above in the Council. The members and observers may also bring to the notice of the Council important developments, if any, related to jute sector. The Secretariat will make a brief synopsis based on the Country papers presented by member and non-member countries and circulate the same after the Council meeting.

C.5
Jute Market Development and related matters
The Council may request its Members, Associate Members and interested parties, invited to the Council meeting, to discuss issues relating to the constraints and opportunities in the world market for jute and jute products and to identify appropriate activities to be undertaken for increasing demand of jute and jute products. The discussion may also cover joint marketing opportunities, involvement of the private sector, support provided by the Government/Government agencies to the private sector and dissemination/commercial exploitation of established and emerging technologies. 
C.6
Consideration of Decisions/Recommendations of the Seventh Meeting of the Committee on Projects (COP)
In accordance with the decision taken by the COP at its Sixth Meeting, the 
Seventh Meeting of the COP was held in Dhaka during 13-14 November 2006. The Secretariat will present, in document C(VIII)/6, the decisions/recommendations of the Seventh COP meeting for consideration of the Council. 

C.7
Consideration of Decisions/Recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB)
The Sixth Meeting of the PSCB was held during 24-25 November 2006 in Kathmandu, Nepal. The Secretariat will present, in document C(VIII)/7, the decisions/ recommendations of the Sixth PSCB meeting for consideration of the Council.

C.8
Work Programme of the IJSG

In compliance with the decision of the Council of the IJSG at its Seventh Session [Decision IX (VII)], the Secretariat has revised the Work Programme of the IJSG and circulated to all members. However the Secretariat will present in document C (VIII) 8 the revised work program during the Session.

C.9
Periodic Evaluation of the IJSG Activities 

Paragraph 19(c) of the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG says that the Group shall undertake periodic evaluations of its activities at least every two years, and compare their conformity to the objectives and functions of the Group. In compliance with the Terms of Reference and the decision of the Council of the IJSG at its Sixth Session [Decision X (VI)], the Secretariat has finalised the document on Periodic Evaluation of the IJSG Activities. The Secretariat presented the possible Terms of Reference with an estimated budget for the external evaluation for consideration of the Seventh Session of the Council. 
The Council decided to put on hold the proposal of the External Evaluation by the IJSG Secretariat till the report of the study undertaken by the European Community is received. However the Secretariat will present the possible Terms of Reference with an estimated budget in document C (VIII)/9 for the external evaluation for consideration of the Seventh Session of the Council.

C.10
Observation of International Year of Natural Fibres 2009 

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) has endorsed a proposal of FAO and proclaimed 2009 as the International Year of Natural Fibres (IYNF)

To implement and coordinate the program an International Steering Committee (ISC) has been formed where IJSG is an active member.
A number of programmes will be taken and activities carried out to enhance the profile of natural fibres and to motivate the consumers to use more and more natural fibre products.

IJSG will have its own program and will have to make financial contribution towards the observance of IYNF.

The IJSG Secretariat will submit a proposal in the document C (VIII)/10 for consideration of the IJSG council.

D.
Administrative and Financial Matters

D.1
Staffing structure of the IJSG and related issues

The Secretariat will submit, in document C(VIII)/11, an updated staffing structure and related issues of the IJSG within the approved Administrative Budget for information of the Council.
D.2    Web Site of the IJSG

The Secretariat will submit, in document C(VIII)/12, an updated report on the IJSG Web Site  -  www.jute.org.

D.3
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council for 2007/2008
Under Rule 6 of the Rules of Procedure of the IJSG, the election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for a jute year (July-June) shall take place at the last session held in the preceding jute year. The present Chairman and Vice-Chairman were re-elected for the year 2006/2007. The Council may elect a Chairman and a Vice-Chairman for the jute year 2007/2008. 
D.4
Election of the Provident Fund Committee for 2007/2008
At its Seventh Session, the Council decided for the continuity of the existing members of the Provident Fund Committee (representatives of Bangladesh and the European Community) for the year 2006/2007. The Council may wish to elect a Provident Fund Committee from the Members or continue the same committee to supervise the management of the Provident Fund of the IJSG for the year 2007/2008.

D.5
Announcement of contributions to the Special Account by donors

The Council may wish to invite its members/donors to announce contributions to the Special Account or to specific approved projects.

D.6
Financial resources of the Special Account

The Secretariat will inform the Council of the position of the account for pre-project and project activities, in document C(VIII)/13, [for Members only]. Members may suggest ways and means of obtaining additional funds. 

D.7
Administrative Budget of IJSG for 2007/2008
The Secretariat has prepared and circulated,  in document C(VIII)/14, [for Members only] ,  the draft Administrative Budget of the IJSG for the year 2007/2008, taking into account the decision taken by the Council at its Seventh Session and all other relevant factors and the existing membership scenario, for the consideration of the Council.
The Secretariat will orally present the status report on the outstanding contributions in the erstwhile IJO’s Administrative Budget. The only outstanding contribution of Egypt in the IJO’s Administrative Budget is US$ 85,291.
D.8
Audit Report for the year 2005/2006
The Secretariat will present, in document C(VIII)/15, the audit report of the IJSG, which has already been circulated to members on 08 October 2006, for the year 2005/2006 for consideration of the Council.

D.9
Appointment of Auditors for the year 2006/2007
In pursuance of Rule XV of the Financial Rules and Rules Relating to Projects of IJSG, the Council is required to appoint annually an independent auditor of recognized standing. This auditor should preferably be selected from among Government auditing personnel or Auditing Firms/Chartered Accountants from member states capable of conducting audits conforming to international standard of auditing. The same Auditing Firms/Chartered Accountants shall not be appointed for more than 3 consecutive years. The terms of appointment of the independent auditor should stipulate the conduct of auditing conforming to international standard of auditing. 

The Council at its Seventh Session appointed M/s. Hassan & Co. as auditors to audit the IJSG accounts for the jute year 2005/2006. The Council may wish to re-appoint M/s. Hassan & Co as auditors to audit the IJSG accounts for the jute year 2006/2007 (1 July 2006 to 30 June 2007) at the same remuneration as in the previous year.

D.10  Appointment of the next Secretary General

In accordance with paragraph 9(a) and 13(b) of the TOR, the Secretary General of the IJSG shall be appointed by the Council by consensus or special vote. The Council at its Seventh Session decided to prepare a vacancy announcement ,get it approved by circulation, circulate the vacancy announcement and  establish an Ad Hoc Committee, in accordance with Rule 38 (d) of the Rules of Procedure, comprising of a representative each of Bangladesh, the European Community and India and to authorise the Ad Hoc Committee to examine nominations/endorsements and applications received for the position of Secretary General and to prepare a short-list of a minimum of three suitable candidates for consideration by the Council at its Eighth Session. 

The Secretariat circulated the approved vacancy announcement to all Members on 17 December 2006 and placed the same on its Website. The Secretariat has received five applications through the respective Governments. The received applications were examined by the Ad Hoc Committee constituted with the representatives of Bangladesh, European Community and India. The Ad Hoc Committee prepared a short list for the final selection/election by the Council. 

The recommendation given by the Ad Hoc Committee will be made available in the Council, in document C(VIII)/16, for the Members only.
E.
Other Business

E.1
The IJSG Secretariat needs the supplementary budget of US$ 34,000 to meet the expenditure to be incurred for the remaining six month from January 2007 to June 2007 in four different heads of the Administrative Budget of the IJSG for the 2006/2007. In view of that Document C/(VIII)/CRP-1 on “ Explanatory Memorandum for Supplementary Budget of few Head and Sub-heads of the Administrative budget for the IJSG for the year 2006/2007 is submitted for consideration of the Council.
E.2
The IJSG Secretariat has been offering internship to local as well as foreign university students aspiring to work/study on various aspects of jute and jute products. To incorporate this programme as a regular official activity the Secretariat has formulated a draft programme submitted in Document C/(VIII)/CRP-2 for the consideration of the Council.
F.
Date(s) of the Ninth Session of the Council of the IJSG

The Council may wish to consider date(s) for the Ninth Session of the Council of the IJSG, taking into consideration all relevant factors. 

G.
Adoption of the Record of Decisions of the Session

The Draft Record of Decisions of the Session will be circulated, in document C/(VIII)/17, for adoption by the Council. The full report of the proceedings of the Session will be circulated by the Secretariat after the conclusion of the Session for the information of members, associate members and observers.

ANNEX ‑ 1

COUNCIL OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP

Eighth Session

Wednesday-Thursday, 02-03 May 2007
Suggested Timetable
Wednesday, 02 May 2007
 Morning 


10.00
 -   10:15
Inauguration of the Session

10.15
 -   10.30
 Photograph Session
10.30
 -   10.45
 Tea/Coffee break
10.45    -    11.30 
 Agenda items A1 to B2
 


11.30    -   12.30
Agenda items C1 to C4



       

12.30    -   13.30
Agenda items C5 to C10



13.30    -    14.30
Lunch  

Afternoon


14.30    -    15.45
Agenda items C5 to C10 (contd.)




15.45    -   16.00    
Tea/Coffee 




16.00    -   17.00
Agenda items D1 to D10 
Thursday, 03 May 2007
 Morning 


10.00    -   11.30
Agenda items D1 to D10 (contd.)







Agenda items E and Agenda item F
11.30    -   11.45 
Tea/Coffee break


 


11.45    -   13.30
Agenda item G





[Adoption of the Draft Record of 


      Decisions of the Session]




13.30   -   15.00
Lunch 

Afternoon


15.00   -   16.00
Agenda item G






[Adoption of the Draft Record of 


       Decisions of the Session]
ANNEX ‑ 2

AGREEMENT ESTABLISHING THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP, 2001

STATUS OF MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL AS ON 25 APRIL  2007
Members



 
Status of Accession


Date
Bangladesh
                                   Definitive Acceptance
04.07.2001

India

                Acceptance
25.04.2002

Switzerland
                Acceptance
04.03.2002

European Community*
                                  Definitive Acceptance
26.04.2002

------------------------------------------

(*)
Represents all the following 27 member countries:


Austria



Belgium/Luxembourg
Bulgaria


Denmark


Finland


France


Germany


Greece


Ireland


Italy


Netherlands


Portugal


Spain


Sweden


United Kingdom


Cyprus


Czech Republic


Estonia


Hungary


Latvia


Lithuania


Malta


Poland
Romania

Slovak Republic


Slovenia

ANNEX ‑ 3

UPDATED LIST OF DOCUMENTS

C/(VII)/1 Rev.1  
Revised Provisional Agenda and Notes

C/(VIII)/2*
Report of the Secretary General on Membership 

C/(VIII)/3
Distribution of Votes 

C/(VIII)/4

Status of Associate Membership of the IJSG

C/(VIII)/5*

Assessment of the World Jute Situation and Related Matters

C/(VIII)/6

Decisions/Recommendations of the Seventh Meeting of the COP 

C/(VIII)/7

Decisions/Recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of the PSCB 

C/(VIIII)/8                  Work Programme of IJSG

C/(VIII)/9
Draft Terms Reference with an estimated budget for the External Evaluation of the IJSG Activities

C/(VIII)/10*               Observation of International Year of Natural Fibres 2009.

C/(VIII)/11                 Staffing Structure of the IJSG and related issues

C/(VIII)/12

An updated report on the IJSG Web Site – www.jute.org
C/(VIII)/13*

Financial Resources of the Special Account 

C/(VIII)/14

Administrative Budget of the IJSG for the year 2007/2008
C/(VIII)/15

Audit Report for the year 2005/2006

C/(VIII)/16*
Appointment of the next Secretary General.

C/(VIII)/17*

Record of Decisions of the Session

C/(VIII)/18**

Report of the Session

C/(VIII)/CRP-1*
Explanatory Memorandum for Supplementary Budget of few Head and Sub-head of the Administrative Budget of the IJSG for the year 2006/2007

C/(VIII)/CRP-2*
Internship Programme at the IJSG

-----------------------------------------------------------

(*)
To be circulated shortly or during the Session

(**)
To be circulated following conclusion of the Session

-----------------------
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