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 RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE EIGHTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG) 

Decision I (VIII)

(Agenda item No. A. 3.a)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the limited number of membership and recalling the decisions taken at its previous sessions;

Decides:

not to elect a Credentials Committee but to entrust the responsibility to the Secretary General of the IJSG to check the appropriate documents and report back to the Council during the Session. 

Decision II (VIII)

(Agenda item No. A. 4)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to accept the representatives of Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia, Russian Federation, Morocco, Pakistan and FAO as observers according to paragraph 14(c) of the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG.

Decision III (VIII)

(Agenda item No. A. 5)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/1 Rev.1 – Annex 2 relating to the membership of the Council;
Noting further the content of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/2 relating to “Report of the Secretary General on Membership” on his initiatives for increasing membership of the IJSG;
Considering that common efforts to persuade potential member countries to become members of the IJSG need to be continued and intensified; 

Decides:

(a)
to reiterate its appeal to non-member countries issued at the Third Session of the Council of the IJSG;
(b)
to request the Secretariat to continue its efforts  as per the decision taken by the Council at its previous Sessions; and 
(c)
to request all existing members to make collective efforts and also to utilise their appropriate diplomatic channels to persuade the potential member countries to become members. 
Decision IV (VIII)

(Agenda item A.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/3 relating to “Distribution of Votes ”  of member countries for the year 2007/2008;

Decides:

to approve the Distribution of Votes of member countries for the year 2007/2008 as set out in document C(VIII)/3; 
Decision V (VIII)

(Agenda item B.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C (VIII)/4 concerning the “Status of Associate Membership of the IJSG and Status of Membership Fee”;

Noting further that the Secretary General has accepted the Associate Membership of 3 Associations/Entities provisionally as authorised by the Council; 
Decides:

(a)
to approve the Associate Membership of the three Associations/Entities, provisionally accepted by the Secretary General, viz. Mitsui & Co. Limited ( Japan)/Dhaka; Royal Inspection International Ltd, Dhaka and the South India Textile Research Association , Coimbatore as contained in List-B of the document C(VIII)/4; 
 (b)
to request the Secretariat to issue reminder to the defaulting entities to apply for renewal 
of their Associate Membership; and 
(c)
to request the Secretariat and the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) to continue their efforts for increasing the Associate Membership of the IJSG.
Decision  VI (VIII)

(Agenda item C.3)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/5 concerning the “Assessment of the World Jute Situation and Related Matters” 
Noting also the comments of the delegates;

Decides: 

to instruct the Secretariat to find the latest available data and analyse the statistical information received from FAO and member countries and communicate the same to member countries. 

Decision VII (VIII)

(Agenda item C.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/6 concerning the “Decisions/Recommendations of the Seventh Meeting of the COP” 

Considering the comments of the delegates;

Decides:
to approve the decisions/recommendations of the Seventh Meeting of the COP as contained in the Secretariat document C(VIII)/6;
Decision VIII (VIII)

(Agenda item C.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/7 concerning the “Record of Decisions/ Recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board”, held at Kathmandu, Nepal on 24-25 November 2006;
Noting also the comments of the delegates;

Decides:
to approve the decisions/recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board as contained in the Secretariat document C(VIII)/7;

Decision IX (VIII)

(Agenda item C.8)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the contents of the document C(VIII)/8 concerning the “Work Programme of the IJSG”

Noting also the comments of the delegates; 
Decides:

to instruct the Secretariat to take necessary steps in accordance with the revised work programme;

Decision X (VIII)

(Agenda item C.9)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the document C (VIII)/9 concerning the “Draft Terms of Reference with an estimated budget for the External Evaluation of the IJSG activities”; 

Noting also that the European Community is on the way to complete its study on the future of the International Commodity Bodies (ICBs); 
Noting further the comments of the delegates;

Decides:
to put on hold the proposal of the External Evaluation by the IJSG Secretariat till the final report of the study undertaken by the European Community is received.

Decision XI (VIII)

(Agenda item C.10)
The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C (VIII)/10 relating to the “Observance of International Year of Natural Fibres 2009”; 
Considering the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:
(a) to instruct the Secretariat to play its due role as an International Commodity Body in observing the International Year of Natural Fibres 2009 ;
(b) to approve the proposed budget of US$ 11,000 for the year 2007 to be financed from the Special Account.

(c) to submit the detailed plan of actions and proposed budget for the years 2008 and 2009 in the next Council Session.
Decision XII (VIIi)

(Agenda item D.1)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/11 relating to the “Staffing Structure of the IJSG and related issues”; 

Considering the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:

(a) to approve the proposed amendment of separation age to 62 years from existing age of 60 

years under rule 7.4 of the Staff Regulations and Rules of the IJSG;
(b) to approve the proposal of amendment of the effective date of appointment of the present 

Secretary General Mr. A. F. M. Sarwar Kamal from 12 August 2005 to 1 September 2005.  
Decision XIII (VII)

(Agenda item D.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C (VII)/12 entitled “An updated report on the IJSG Website –www.jute.org”;  

Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:
(i) to instruct the Secretariat to ensure continuous updating of the contents of the Website;
(ii) to instruct the Secretariat for posting as many documents as possible for general view and the classified documents for the IJSG members only.
Decision XIV (VIII)

(Agenda item D.3)

The Council of the IJSG decides:
to elect Ms. Elisabeth Andrea Bosch Malinen, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Switzerland (ex-officio) and Jute Commissioner, India as Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively, of the Council of the International Jute Study Group for the jute year 2007/2008.

Decision XV (VIII)

(Agenda item D.4)
The Council of the IJSG
Noting the limited number of membership;
Decides:
to continue the existing Provident Fund Committee consisting of Bangladesh and the European Community for the jute year 2007/2008.
Decision XVI(VIII)

(Agenda item D.5)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the eagerness of Bangladesh to contribute to the IJSG`s Special Account; 

Noting also the comments of the other delegates;
Decides:

(a)
to convey thanks and appreciation to Government of  Bangladesh for their contribution;
(b) 
to authorize the Secretary General to receive Bangladesh contribution;
(c)
to urge other members to make similar gestures to strengthen IJSG’s Special Account; and

(d)
to instruct the Secretariat to organise consultations with experts from the members to  examine other possible means of funding the Special Account.

Decision XVII(VIII)

(Agenda item D.6)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C (VII)/13 entitled “Financial Resources of the Special Account”;  

Noting also the comments of the delegates and the contents of the document “Financial Resources of the Special Account” relating to earmarked and un-earmarked funds of the Special Account of the IJSG:
Decides:
to allocate US$ 6000 from the un-earmarked fund of the Special Account for the project           “Seminar/Workshop in Nepal, Malaysia, Myanmar and any other country” to meet the expenditure for participation as a partner in the International Symposium on Kenaf and Allied Fibres to be held at Xiamen, China, during 19-21 June 2007.

Decision XVIII (VIII)

(Agenda item D.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C (VIII)/14 relating to the “Administrative Budget of the IJSG for 2007/2008”;
Noting also the emphasis of the delegates on the importance of keeping the budget as close as possible to that of the previous year; 
Noting that budgetary savings have accrued over the previous years that need to be adjusted accordingly;
Decides:

(a)
to approve the Administrative Budget of the IJSG amounting to US$ 570,000 for the year 2007/2008 (1st July 2007 to 30th June 2008) of which US$ 560,000 is to be financed by members’ contribution;
(b)
to authorise the Secretary General to make necessary adjustments in the Budgetary Heads, as appropriate,  to take cognizance  of the reduction made by the Council from the proposed budget; 
(c)
that the contribution of members in respect of the Administrative Budget for the year 2007/2008 shall become due on 1st July 2007;

(d)
that the budget approved by the Council shall constitute an authorisation to the Secretary General to incur expenditure for the purposes for which the budget is approved; 
Decision XIX (VIII)

(Agenda item D.8)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VII)/15 relating to the “Audit Report for the year 2005/2006”;
Noting also the comments of the delegates;
Decides:

to approve the report of the independent Auditors relating to the financial accounts of the IJSG for the year 2005/2006, as contained in document C(VIII)/15. 

Decision XX (VIII)

(Agenda item D.9)

The Council of the IJSG 
Noting the contents of the reports of the Secretariat relating to the Appointment of Auditors for the year 2006/2007”;

Decides:
(a)
to approve to continue M/S Hassan & Co. as auditors to audit the IJSG account for the year 2006/2007 on the same terms and conditions as for the previous year;

Decision XXI (VIII)

(Agenda item D.10)

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/16 concerning the “Recommendation of the Ad hoc Committee for appointment of the next Secretary General”;
Noting further the comments and views of the delegates;

Decides:
(a) 
to appoint Mr. Sudripta Roy as the Secretary General of the International Jute Study Group for a period of three years with effect from 1st September 2007 at Level D1/step1 of the United Nations salary scale for Executives and Professionals;
(b)
to authorize the Chairperson of the Council to issue a formal letter of appointment to     Mr. Sudripta Roy as the Secretary General of IJSG; 
Decision XXII(VIII)

(Agenda item E.1)
The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/CRP-1 relating to the “ Supplementary Budget for the year 2006/2007”;
Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;

Decides:

to approve the supplementary budget to be financed out of cumulative savings of the IJSG’s Administrative Budget for the year 2006/2007 as follows :
· Furniture and Vehicle


- Vehicle US$ 2,500;
· Travel on official business US$ 8,000;

· Service

-Office Cleaning/Security US$ 2,500

-Printing US$ 4,000
Decision XXIII(VIII)

(Agenda item E.2)
The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VIII)/CRP-2  relating to the “ Internship Programme at the IJSG”;
Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;

Decides:

(a)
to approve the draft policy on  the “ Internship Programme at the IJSG”;
(b)
to instruct the Secretariat to circulate the policy on the “Internship Programme at the IJSG” among the member countries.
 Decision XXIV(VIII)

(Agenda item F)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to convene provisionally the Ninth  Session of the Council of the IJSG on 22-23 April 2008.

Decision XXV (VIII)

(Agenda item G)

The Council of the IJSG decides:
to adopt the Record of Decisions of its  Eighth Session, as contained in document C(VIII)/17 and to authorise the Secretariat to prepare and circulate the full report of the Council Session as soon as possible to all Members, Associate Members and Observers.
…………….. 
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