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RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL
 OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

Decision I (VI)

(Agenda item No. A. 3.a)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the limited number of membership and recalling the decisions taken at its previous sessions;

Decides:

not to elect a Credentials Committee but to entrust the responsibility to the Secretary General of the IJSG to check the appropriate documents and to report back to the Council during the Session. 

Decision II (VI)

(Agenda item No. A. 4)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to accept the representatives of the Russian Federation and the Philippines as observers according to paragraph 14(c) of the Agreement establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG.

Decision III (VI)

(Agenda item No. A. 5)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VI)/1 Rev.1 – Annex 2 relating to the report on membership of the Council;
Noting further the Statement of the Secretary General on his initiatives for increasing membership of the IJSG;
Noting also the statement of the Members, Associate Members and Observers;
Considering that common efforts to persuade potential member countries to become members of the IJSG need to be continued and strengthened; 

Decides:

(a)
to reiterate its appeal to non-member countries issued at the Third Session of the Council of the IJSG;
(b)
to request the Secretariat to continue its efforts  as per the decision taken by the Council at its previous Sessions; and 
(c)
to request all Members to issue an appeal through appropriate diplomatic channels/Ministry of Foreign Affairs to potential member countries. 
Decision IV (VI)

(Agenda item A.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VI)/2 relating to “Distribution of Votes ”  of member countries for the year 2005/2006;

Decides:

to approve the Distribution of Votes of member countries for the year 2005/2006 as set out in document C(VI)/2; 
Decision V (VI)

(Agenda item B.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VI)/3 concerning the “Status of Associate Membership of the IJSG and Status of Membership Fee”;

Noting further that the Secretary General has accepted the Associate Membership of 2 Associations/Entities provisionally as authorised by the Council; 
Noting also that two of the Associate Members have decided not to renew their membership;
Decides:

(a)
to approve the Associate Membership of the two Associations/Entities, provisionally accepted by the Secretary General, Arihant Multi-Fibres Limited, Biratnagar, Nepal and Prasad Seeds (P) Ltd., Andhra Pradesh, India, as contained in List-B of the document C(VI)/3; 
(b)
to approve discontinuance of Associate Membership of Sri Varalakshmi Jute Twine Mills Pvt. Ltd. Andhra Pradesh, India and N V Unicorn Carpets, Belgium  and 
(c)
to request the Secretariat and the PSCB to continue their efforts for increasing the Associate Membership of the IJSG.
Decision  VI (VI)

(Agenda item C.3)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VI)/4 Rev.1 concerning the “Assessment of the World Jute Situation and Related Matters” and addendum, C(VI)/4 Rev.1 (Add-1) to the same;

Noting further the presentation made by the Secretary General;

Noting also the comments of the delegates;

Considering the present structure of the Secretariat and its limited resources;
Decides: 

to instruct the Secretariat to continue the analysis of the statistical information and communicate the same to member countries. 

Decision VII (VI)

(Agenda item C.8)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the Record of Decisions and Recommendations adopted by the Committee on Projects at its Fifth Meeting, held in Dhaka on 16th and 17th February 2005, as contained in document C(VI)/5;

Noting also the comments of the delegates;
Decides:

to approve an amount of US$ 56,000 from the Special Account, as recommended by the COP at its Fifth Meeting, for implementation of the four projects/activities referred to in the document C(VI)/5. 

Decision VIII (VI)

(Agenda item C.9)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VI)/6 concerning the “Record of Decisions/ Recommendations of the Fourth Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board”, held at Dhaka on 17th April 2005;
Noting also the comments of the delegates;

 Decides:
to authorise the Secretary General to sanction US$ 680 to Indian Jute Industries Research Association (IJIRA) for preparation of a report on the past work and available technologies in other fibres from out of available savings of one of the on-going projects under Special Account;
Decision IX (VI)

(Agenda item C.10)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the document C(VI)/13 concerning the “Work Programme of the IJSG”;
Noting also the comments of the delegates;

Decides:

(a)
to request the members to send their comments within the next 30 days;
(b)
to instruct the Secretariat to finalise the document taking into account the comments 
received.
Decision X (VI)

(Agenda item C.11)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the document C(VI)/14 concerning the “Periodic evaluation of the IJSG activities”;

Noting also the comments of the delegates;

Noting further that an external evaluation will be useful to the organisation;

Decides:
(a)
to request the members to send their comments within the next 30 days;

(b)
to instruct the Secretariat to finalise the document taking into account the comments 
received.
(c)
to prepare a possible Terms of Reference with an indication of required fund for an 
external evaluation and place the same for consideration in the next Council Session.
Decision XI (VI)

(Agenda item D.1)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VI)/7 concerning the “Recommendation of the Ad hoc Committee for appointment of next Secretary General”;

Noting also that the tenure of the present Secretary General will expire on 11th August 2005; 

Nothing further the comments and views of the delegates;

Decides:

(a)
to appoint Mr. A. F. M. Sarwar Kamal as the next Secretary General of the International Jute Study Group for a period of two years with effect from 12th August 2005;

(b)
to fix the Salary of Mr. A. F. M. Sarwar Kamal as Secretary General at grade D1/step I of the United Nations Salary Scale for the Professional and Higher Categories along with other admissible benefits, diplomatic privileges and immunities of the Secretary General of the IJSG; and 
(c)
to authorise the Secretary General to issue a formal letter of appointment to Mr. A. F. M. Sarwar Kamal as the Secretary General of the IJSG.  
Decision XII (VI)

(Agenda item D.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VI)/8 relating to the “Staffing Structure of the IJSG and related issues”; 

Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;
Considering that the post of Information Technology Assistant is important for the effective continuation of the Website;
Considering also that number of staff members of the Secretariat should not be increased at this stage; 
Decides:

(a) not to approve the revised staffing structure (including proposed post of IT Assistant) as 
shown in Annex-2 of the Secretariat document C(VI)/8 at this stage; 
(b)
to continue the services of the Information Technology Assistant for another year from 1st July 2005 to 30th June 2006 at a consolidated pay of TK. 30,000 per month and sanction an amount of US$ 5,500 from the Special Account to meet the Salary for the year 2005/2006;
(c)
to approve the renaming of the post of Library and Registry Assistant to Librarian 
without any financial 
implication;
(d) to approve the extended sick leave of Mr. K. M. Elias, Finance Assistant at half average pay for a period of 90 more days.  

Decision XIII (VI)

(Agenda item D.3)

The Council of the IJSG decides:
to elect Mr. Jean Romnicianu (European Community) and Mr. S. Majumdar (India) as Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively, of the Council of the International Jute Study Group for the year 2005/2006.

Decision XIV (VI)

(Agenda item D.4)
The Council of the IJSG
Noting the limited number of membership;

Decides:
to continue the existing Provident Fund Committee of the IJSG for the year 2005/2006.
Decision XV(VI)

(Agenda item D.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VI)/10 relating to the “Administrative Budget of  the IJSG for 2005/2006” and revision of Annex-4 of the same;

Decides:

(a)
to approve the Administrative Budget of the IJSG amounting to US$ 458,000 for the year 2005/2006 (1st July 2005 to 30th June 2006) of which US$ 451,700 is to be financed by members’ contribution;

(b)
that the contribution of members in respect of the Administrative Budget for the year 2005/2006 shall become due on 1st July 2005;

(c)
that the budget approved by the Council shall constitute an authorisation to the Secretary General to incur expenditure for the purposes for which the budget is approved; and
(d)
to authorise the Secretary General to assess contribution(s) of new member(s), if any, on the basis of the re-distribution of votes and the approved budget without adjustment of the existing members’ assessed contribution to the Administrative Budget.
Decision XVI (VI)

(Agenda item D.8)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to approve the report of the independent Auditors relating to the financial accounts of the IJSG for the year 2003/2004, as contained in document C(VI)/11. 

Decision XVII(VI)

(Agenda item D.9)

The Council of the IJSG 
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(VI)/12 relating to the “Draft Annual Report of the IJSG for the year 2003/2004”;

Decides:

to request the members to send their comments, if any, by 20th May 2005. 

Decision XVIII (VI)

(Agenda item D.10)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to re-appoint M/s. Rahman Rahman Huq, Chartered Accountants, as auditors to audit the IJSG accounts for the year 2004/2005 on the same terms and conditions as for the previous year.
Decision XIX(VI)

(Agenda item E)
The Council of the IJSG decides:

to place on record the outstanding work done by the present Secretary General Mr. T. Nanda Kumar during the last three years and authorise the Chairman of the Council to send an appropriate communication to the Government of India in this regard.

Decision XX(VI)

(Agenda item F)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to convene the Seventh Session of the Council of the IJSG on 24th and 25th April 2006 in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Decision XXI (VI)

(Agenda item G)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to adopt the Record of Decisions of its  Sixth Session, as contained in document C(VI)/15 Rev.1  and to authorise the Secretariat to prepare and circulate the full report of the Council Session as soon as possible to all Members, Associate Members and Observers.
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