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RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL
 OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

Decision I (V)

(Agenda item No. A. 3.a)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the limited number of membership and recalling the decision taken at its previous sessions;

Decides:

not to elect a Credentials Committee but to entrust the responsibility to the Secretary General of the IJSG to check the appropriate documents and to report back to the Council during the Session. 

Decision II (V)

(Agenda item No. A. 4)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to accept the representatives of China, Pakistan, The Philippines, The Russian Federation, Thailand and UK Jute Goods Association as observers  according to paragraph 14(c) of the Agreement establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG.

Decision III (V)

(Agenda item No. A. 5)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(V)/1 Rev.1 – Annex 2 relating to the report on membership of the Council;
Noting further the Report of the Secretary General on his missions/other initiatives for increasing membership of the IJSG as contained in document C(V)/2;

Considering that the efforts to persuade potential member countries to become members of the IJSG need to be continued and strengthened; 

Decides:

(a)
to reiterate its appeal to non-member countries issued at the Third Session of the Council of the IJSG;
(b)
to especially request the observer countries attending the session to actively consider joining the IJSG;
(c)
to request the Secretary General of the IJSG to continue his efforts  as per the decision taken by the Council at its Fourth Session [Decision I(IV)]; and 
(d)
to reiterate its request to the present member countries to strengthen diplomatic support to  the Secretary General for increasing membership of the IJSG.

Decision IV (V)

(Agenda item A.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(V)/3 relating to “Distribution of Votes ”  of member countries for the year 2004/2005;

Taking into account the statement by the delegate of the European Community regarding enlargement of the Community with effect from 1 May 2004;
Decides:

(a)
to approve the Distribution of Votes of member countries for the year 2004/2005 as set out in document C(V)/3; 
(b)
not to change the approved budget for 2003/2004 with the accession of new members in the European Community; and
(c)
to accept a transfer of US$ 962 to the IJSG’s Administrative Account as an additional contribution of the European Community proportionate to its  new membership for the months of May and June 2004.
Decision V (V)

(Agenda item B.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(V)/4 Rev.1 concerning the “Status of Associate Membership of the IJSG”, which indicates that 8 new Associate Members have joined the IJSG in addition to the 31 Associate Members approved by the Council at its Fourth Session;
Noting further that the Secretary General has accepted the Associate Membership of 8 Associations/Entities provisionally as authorised by the Council;
Decides:

(a)
to approve the Associate Membership of the 8 Associations/Entities, provisionally accepted by the Secretary General, as contained in List-B of the document C(V)/4 Rev.1; and 
(b)
to request the Secretariat and the PSCB to continue their efforts and liaise with the member countries for increasing the Associate Membership of the IJSG.
Decision  VI (V)

(Agenda item C.4)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(V)/7 concerning the “Assessment of the World Jute Situation and Related Matters”;

Noting further the comments of the delegates;

Considering the present structure of the Secretariat and its limited resources;
Decides: 

(a)
to revise this document based on the inputs received;

(b)
to instruct the Secretariat to continue the analysis of the statistical information and communicate the same to member countries; and 

(c)
to request the Secretariat to establish closer cooperation with the statistical offices of member and non-member countries including the EUROSTAT.
Decision  VII (V)

(Agenda item C.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(V)/8 concerning the “Draft Strategy Paper for the Jute Sector”;

Considering the comments of delegates and consent on all key elements as contained in document C(V)/8; 

Decides:

(a)
to form a Drafting Committee consisting of one representative each from Bangladesh, the European Community, India and Switzerland, and three representatives from the private sector to draft an action plan based on the key elements of the Draft Strategy Paper, as contained in document C(V)/8; and
(b)
to instruct the Committee to finalise the Strategy Paper  through written procedure as per Rules 33 and 34 of the Rules of Procedure within a period of four months.
Decision  VIII (V)

(Agenda item C.8)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting  the oral report of the Secretariat concerning the “Agreement between the IJSG and the FAO”;
Considering the comments of the delegates;
Decides:

to authorise the Secretary General to sign the MOU on behalf of the IJSG.
Decision IX (V)

(Agenda item C.9)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the Record of Decisions and Recommendations adopted by the Committee on Projects at its Third Meeting, held in Dhaka on 20-21 October 2003 and Fourth Meeting, held in Dhaka on 5-6 April 2004, as contained in documents C(V)/9 and C(V)/9 Add.1;

Noting also the comments of the delegates;
Decides:

to approve an amount of US$ 47,500 from the Special Account, as recommended by the COP at its Fourth Meeting, for implementation of the five projects/activities referred in the document C(V)/9 Add.1. 

Decision X (V)

(Agenda item C.10)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(V)/10 concerning the “Record of Decisions and Recommendations of the Third Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board”, held in Kolkata on 26-27 February 2004;
Noting also the contents of the Conference Room Paper [C(V)/CRP-2]  relating to the status of the associate membership fee;
Decides:

to advise the PSCB to collect the annual membership fee to generate adequate financial resources to enable to take up projects/activities relevant to the work of the PSCB.
Decision XI (V)

(Agenda item D.1)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(V)/11 concerning the  “Preparatory arrangements  for appointment of next Secretary General”;

Noting also the comments and views of delegates;

Decides:

(a)
to approve the vacancy announcement, as contained in Annex-A  of document C(V)/11, with an addition in the qualification part of experience in management and preference to experience in international organisation;
(b)
to instruct the Secretariat to circulate the vacancy announcement to all member countries in due course and publish the same on the website;

(c)
to request the members to forward the applications of candidates not exceeding three from each country along with appropriate endorsement by the respective Government;

(d)
to establish an Ad Hoc Committee, in accordance with Rule 38 (d) of the Rules of Procedure, comprising of a representative each of Bangladesh, the European Community and India; and
 (e)
to authorise the Ad Hoc Committee to examine nominations/endorsements and applications received for the position of Secretary General and to prepare a short-list of a minimum of three suitable candidates for consideration by the Council at its next Session. 
Decision XII (V)

(Agenda item D.3)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(V)/6 relating to the “Report on the Web Site of the IJSG”; 

Decides:

to convey thanks and appreciation of the Council to the Government of India for designing and hosting the IJSG website – www.jute.org
Decision XIII (V)

(Agenda item D.4)

The Council of the IJSG decides:
to elect Mr. A.F.M. Sarwar Kamal (Bangladesh) and Ms. Fabienne Drout-Lozinski (European Community) as Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively, of the Council of the International Jute Study Group for the year 2004/2005.

Decision XIV (V)

(Agenda item D.5)

The Council of the IJSG

Noting the limited number of membership;

Decides:
to continue the existing Provident Fund Committee of the IJSG for the year 2004/2005.

Decision XV(V)

(Agenda item D.8)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(V)/13 Rev.1 relating to the “Administrative Budget of  the IJSG for 2004/2005”;

Decides:

(a)
to approve the Administrative Budget of the IJSG amounting to US$ 483,385 for the year 2004/2005 (1 July 2004 to 30 June 2005) of which US$ 444,000 is to be financed by members’ contribution;

(b)
that the contribution of members in respect of the Administrative Budget for the year 2004/2005 shall become due on 1 July 2004;

(c)
that the budget approved by the Council shall constitute an authorisation to the Secretary General to incur expenditure for the purposes for which the budget is approved;
(d)
to authorise the Secretary General to transfer fund from one head to another head of the budget to meet any possible deficit in any particular head(s) within the approved budget; and  
(e)
to authorise the Secretary General to assess contribution(s) of new member(s), if any, on the basis of the redistribution of votes and the approved budget without adjustment of the existing members’ assessed contribution to the Administrative Budget.
Decision XVI (V)

(Agenda item D.9)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to approve the report of the independent Auditors relating to the financial accounts of the IJSG for the period 27 April to 30 June 2002 and for the year 2002/2003, as contained in document C(V)/14. 
Decision XVII (V)

(Agenda item D.10)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to re-appoint M/s. Rahman Rahman Huq, Chartered Accountants, as auditors to audit the IJSG accounts for the year 2003/2004 on the same terms and conditions as for the previous year.
Decision XVIII(V)

(Agenda item F)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to convene the Sixth Session of the Council of the IJSG on 19 and 20 April 2005 in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Decision XIX (V)

(Agenda item G)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to adopt the Record of Decisions of its  Fifth Session, as contained in document C(V)/15 Rev.1  and to authorise the Secretariat to prepare and circulate the full report of the Council Session as soon as possible to all Members, Associate Members and Observers.
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