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RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE 

COUNCIL OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

Decision I (III)

(Agenda item No. A. 4)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/1 Rev.3 – Annex 2 relating to the report on membership of the Council which has remained the same as it was at the time of entry into force of the IJSG on 27 April 2002;

Noting further the efforts made by the Secretary General;

Considering  that efforts to persuade potential member countries to become members of the IJSG need to be strengthened; 

Decides:

(a)
to appeal to non-member countries as follows:


“Considering that under the auspices of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) close international cooperation in the jute sector has received a new impetus by the successful establishment of the International Jute Study Group;

Considering further that a first Council of the International Jute Study Group has succeeded to lay the foundations for an effective and successful functioning of the Group;

Noting that until now, Bangladesh, India, Switzerland and the European Community have become members of the Group, fulfilling the conditions for entry into force of the Agreement establishing the Terms of Reference for the International Jute Study Group;

Taking note of the commitments in the WTO Doha Development Agenda and the Johannesburg Declaration of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the Council of the International Jute Study Group reiterates its appeal to the participant countries in the International Conference on Jute and Jute Products, held in March 2001, to the former members of the International Jute Organisation (IJO) and other non-member countries, to consider favourably an active membership in the International Jute Study Group at their earliest convenience”; 

to instruct the Secretary General to convey this appeal to the participant countries in the International Conference on Jute and Jute Products, held in March 2001, and the former members of the then IJO and other non-member countries together with the text of the IJSG work programme as decided in the Third Session of the Council;  and

to request the Secretariat to approach the two former IJO member countries, e.g. Egypt and Indonesia, to pay their outstanding contributions to the IJSG as it is the legal successor of the erstwhile IJO and to propose an arrangement with respect to the outstanding contributions of these countries;

(b ) 
to request all member countries, in addition to the host country of the IJSG to take diplomatic initiatives to persuade more countries to join the IJSG.

Decision II (III)

(Agenda item A. 5)
The Council of the IJSG decides:

to accept the representatives of Morocco, Nigeria, the Philippines and the Russian Federation as observers in addition to the permanent observers accepted in the First Session of the Council according to paragraph 14(c) of the Terms of Reference .  
Decision III (III)

(Agenda item A.6)
The Council of the IJSG:

Noted the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/2 relating to “Distribution of Votes and Voting Rights”  based on the latest statistics on production and trade of jute subject to a revision after the accession of more countries as full members of the IJSG. 

Decision IV (III)

The Council of the IJSG:

(Agenda item A. 7)

Noting the limited number of membership and recalling the decision taken at its First Session;

Decides:

not to elect a Credentials Committee but to entrust the responsibility to the Secretary General of the IJSG and to report to the Council during the session.

Decision V (III)

(Agenda item B.2)
The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/3 Rev.1 concerning the “Status of Associate Membership of the IJSG” 

Noting also the views and comments of the delegates;

Decides:

(a)  
to approve the Associate Membership of the listed 19 Associations/Entities as    contained in document C(III)/3 Rev.1;

(b)       to authorise the Secretary General to provisionally accept Associate Members subject 
to subsequent approval by the Council;

(c) 
that there shall be no waiver of fees in general, but only in such exceptional cases where the entity/organisation’s participation in the PSCB is beneficial for the IJSG and that such entity/organisation is not in a position to pay the requisite fees. The waiver may be considered by the Secretary General subject to approval by the Council; and

(d) 
to request the Secretariat and the PSCB to continue its efforts for increasing the Associate Membership of the IJSG.  

Decision  VI (III)

(Agenda item B.3)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noted the Secretariat’s information that the Headquarters Agreement between the IJSG and the Government of Bangladesh has been signed on 7 October 2002; and 

Appreciated the prompt action taken by the Government of Bangladesh in the signing of the Headquarters Agreement.

Decision  VII (III)

(Agenda item C.1)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/4 concerning the “Assessment of the World Jute Situation and Related Matters”;

Noting also the comments of delegates;

While considering the present structure of the Secretariat and its limited resources;

Decides: 

(a)  
to request the Secretariat to network with FAO and UNCTAD and also establish closer cooperation with the statistical offices of the member and non-member countries and to obtain information periodically; and

(b)  
to make an analysis based on the above information and communicate the same to member countries. 

Decision VIII (III)

(Agenda item C.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/CRP-1 concerning the “Jute Trade Information and Statistics”;

Noting also the agreement of the delegates to present a country paper in an agreed format in the future sessions and send appropriate information to the Secretariat on a regular basis;

Considering the need to obtain full information on jute and jute products;

Decides:

to request the Secretariat:

(a)
to prepare and send a format to the member countries for submission of country papers and information; 

(b)
to collect information from other non-member countries through their local embassies or through appropriate UN agencies, as may be feasible. 
Decision IX (III)

The Council of the IJSG:

(Agenda item C.3)

Noting the oral report of the Secretariat concerning the “Jute Market Development”;

Noting also the views of the delegates that market development is an important function of the Group and needs to be a focus area in the work programme;

Decides:

to request the Secretariat to prepare a paper incorporating an approach and project ideas on market development in close consultation with the Private Sector Consultative Board and other expert bodies. 
Decision  X (III)

(Agenda item C.4)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/CRP-2 concerning the “Jute and the Environment”;

Noting also the comments of delegates pertaining to the conclusions of the Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development and the WTO Doha Development Agenda;

Decides:

to request the Secretariat to seek possible avenues for promotion of jute. 

Decision XI (III)

(Agenda item C.5)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the Record of Decisions and Recommendations adopted by the Committee on Projects at its First Meeting, held in Dhaka on 25-26 November 2002, as contained in document C(III)/5;

Noting also the comments of the delegates on paragraph 29 of the report relating to the establishment of a Consultative Committee;

Decides:

to authorise the COP to establish ad hoc working group(s) to assist the Committee on technical issues without any financial implications to the IJSG.
Decision XII (III)

(Agenda item C.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/6 concerning the “Record of Decisions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of the Private Sector Consultative Board”;
Decides:

to request the Chairman of the Private Sector Consultative Board to enhance his efforts for increasing Associate Membership. 
Decision XIII (III)

(Agenda item C.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/7 Rev.1 concerning the “Detailed Work Programme of the IJSG”;

Noting also the comments of delegates;

Decides:

to approve the Work Programme of the IJSG as contained in document C(III)/7 Rev.1 with the amendments as suggested by the delegates.
Decision XIV (III)

(Agenda item C.8)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/CRP-3 relating to the “Agreement between the IJSG and the FAO”;

Decides:

to authorise the Secretary General to finalise the Agreement with  FAO within the Terms of Reference of the IJSG and to place the finalised text of the Agreement before the Council in its next Session for approval and subsequent signature.

Decision XV (III)

The Council of the IJSG:

(Agenda items D.1 & F)

Noting the oral presentation of the Secretariat relating to the “Frequency of Sessions of the Council of the IJSG”; 
Noting also the provisions of paragraph 7(a) of the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG; and

Considering that one regular Session of the Council in the spring would normally be sufficient to conduct the necessary business of the Council;

Decides:

(a)  
to hold one regular Session of the Council of the IJSG in the  month of March/April from the jute year 2003/2004 onward and additional meetings if necessary as per the Terms of Reference; and

(b)
in the jute year 2002/2003, exceptionally, to convene a Fourth Session of the Council of IJSG on 11-12 June 2003. 

Decision XVI (III)

(Agenda item D.2)

The Council of the IJSG decides:
to defer the election of  Chairman and  Vice-Chairman of the Council for the jute year 2003/2004 to its next Session. 

Decision XVII (III)

(Agenda item D.3)

The Council of the IJSG decides:
to defer the election of the Credentials Committee of the IJSG for the jute year 2003/2004 to its next Session. 

Decision XVIII (III)

(Agenda item D.4)

The Council of the IJSG decides:
to defer the election of the Provident Fund Committee of the IJSG for the jute year 2003/2004 to its next Session. 

Decision XIX (III)

(Agenda item D.5)

The Council of the IJSG:

noted the appeal of the Secretary General for contributions to the Special Account. 
Decision XX (III)

(Agenda item D.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the Secretariat document C(III)/8 on Financial Resources of the Special Account;

Noting also the statement of the delegate of India that the Government of India has agreed to design and host a web site for the IJSG for a period of three years as their contribution to the IJSG;

Decides:

to approve the proposal contained in paragraph 8 namely (a) establishment of a Library and Resource Centre at a cost of US$ 25,000 and (b) “Design and Development of a Web Site for the IJSG” at a revised cost of US$ 19,500.  
Decision XXI(III)

(Agenda item D.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/9 relating to the “Draft Administrative Budget of IJSG for 2003/2004”;

Decides:

(a) to approve the fixing of the budget between US$ 427,000 and 437,000 subject to a final decision by the Council at the next Session;

(b) to revise the budget upward in case new members join; and

(c) to approve the proposal of the Secretary General to purchase a new car within the available budget of the jute year 2002/2003. 
Decision XXII (III)

(Agenda item D.9)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to defer the agenda item to the next session of the Council. 

Decision XXIII (III)

(Agenda item D.10)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noted the contents of the Secretariat document C(III)/10 concerning “IJSG Staff Members: Staffing Structure of the IJSG and related issues”. 

Decision XXIV (III)

(Agenda item D.11)

The Council of the IJSG 

Noting the oral presentation of the Secretariat about the proposal of changing the colour and the background of the flag of the IJSG;

Decides:

to approve the change of the “white” background of the flag to a “blue” background as used by the United Nations’ Organisations. 

Decision XXV (III)

(Agenda item G)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to adopt the Record of Decisions of its Third Session, as contained in document C(III)/11 Rev.1 and to authorise the Secretariat to prepare and circulate the full report of the Council Session as soon as possible to all Members, Associate Members and Observers.

……………..


