C/(XIII)/14


RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE THIRTEENTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG) 

Decision I (XIII)
(Agenda item A.3.a)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the limited number of membership and recalling the decisions taken at its previous Sessions;

Decides:

not to elect a Credentials Committee but to entrust the responsibility to the Secretary General of the IJSG to check the appropriate documents and report back to the Council during the Session. 

Decision II (XIII)
(Agenda item A.4)

Decides:

to accept the representatives of Morocco, China, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Brazil, Denmark, Indonesia, Philippines, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, and FAO as Observers according to paragraph 14(c) of the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG.

Decision III (XIII)

(Agenda item A.5)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/2; Distribution of Votes to the Administrative Budget for 2011/2012; which was already approved by the Council in its Twelfth Session Decision IV (XII) (Agenda item A.6)
Decides:

to continue with the current vote distrubution made in the Twelfth Session to the Administrative Budget of IJSG for the year 2011/2012.
Decision IV (XIII)

(Agenda item A.6)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/3; presenting the report of the Twelfth Session of the Council
Decides:

to approve the report of the Twelfth Session of the Council.
Decision V (XIII)

(Agenda item B.1)
The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/4 relating to the “Report of the Secretary General on Membership” on initiatives for increasing membership of the IJSG; The Council highly appreciates the role of the IJSG Secretariat under the leadership of the present Secretary General in ensuring the formal membership of Morocco to the IJSG. The Council also appreciating the efforts of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Govt. of Bangladesh for their assistance in the membership drive of IJSG 

Noting the interest shown by the Syrian Embassy in India  in membership of IJSG;

Noting the probability of Myanmar joining IJSG in near future;

Noting the progress made on other potential member countries such as China, Brazil, Nepal, Malaysia;
Noting the comments of the Sri Lankan delegate regarding their Government's strong consideration for joining IJSG as a full member in near future;
Considering that efforts to persuade potential member countries to become members of the IJSG need to be continued and intensified; 

Decides:

(a) to continue the efforts for getting more members;
(b) to reiterate its appeal to non-member countries issued at the Third Session of the Council of the IJSG;
(c) to request the Secretariat to continue its efforts  as per the decisions taken by the Council at its previous Sessions; and 
(d) to request all existing members to make collective efforts and also to utilise their appropriate diplomatic channels and help IJSG Secretariat to persuade the potential member countries to become members. 

Decision VI (XIII)

(Agenda item B.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/5 concerning the “Status of Associate Membership of the IJSG”;

Noting the invigorating initiative taken by the Secretariat in increasing the number of the Associate Members of the IJSG;
Noting further that the Secretary General has provisionally accepted the Associate membership of thirteen Associations/Entities provisionally as authorised by the Council; 

Decides:

(a) to approve the associate membership of the Thirteen Associations/Entities, provisionally accepted by the Secretary General, as given in the List-B of the document C/(XIII)/5; 
(b) to request the Secretariat and the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) to continue their efforts for increasing the associate membership of the IJSG.
(c) to request the Secretariat and the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) to continue their efforts for increasing the associate membership of the IJSG
Decision VII (XIII)

(Agenda item C.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/6 concerning the “Confirmation of Decisions/Recommendations of the Twelfth Meeting of the COP”; 

Considering the comments of the delegates;

Decides:
to approve the decisions/recommendations of the Twelfth Meeting of the COP as contained in the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/6.
Decision VIII (XIII)

(Agenda item C.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/7 relating to the “Eleventh Meeting of the PSCB”; 
Noting also the comments of the delegates;
Decides:
to approve the decisions/recommendations of the Eleventh Meeting of the PSCB as contained in the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/7.

Decision IX (XIII)

(Agenda item C.8.a)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the presentation of the IJSG Secretariat on the evaluation report “Evaluation of the activities of IJSG”;
Noting that no comment has been made formally by the Member Countries except Bangladesh;
Noting that comments from the Govt. of India will be sent from Ministry of Textiles, India, shortly;
Considering the comments of Govt. of Bangladesh (Ministry of Textiles and Jute);
Considering the positive progress of IJSG and considering further suggestion made for the need for further improvements in the activities of the group;
Considering the comments by the Head of European Union delegation
Considering the comments of the other delegates
Decides:
(a) to accept the External Evaluation report  'in principle'.
(b) to instruct the IJSG Secretariat to follow and implement the good suggestions made in the report. 
(c) to circulate the Evaluation report along with the views of IJSG Secretariat to all the stakeholders (Members, Associate Members and others) for their views and discuss it in the next Council meeting.
Decision X (XIII)

(Agenda item D. 1.a)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/8 entitled “Discussion on ‘Draft ’ of the TOR of the IJSG”;  

Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;
Noting the comments of the Chairperson

Decides:
a) to advise the Secretary General to participate in the  FAO sponsored 'Multi stakeholders Consultation' and the ‘Joint Meeting’ of the 'The Inter Governmental Group on Hard Fibres and the Inter Governmental Group in Jute and Allied Fibres' at Salvador, Brazil and take into accounts the deliberations with the other natural fibre stakeholders in the draft ToR for any probable renegotiations and also communicate the outcome of the deliberations to the Member countries,  
b) to instruct  the IJSG Secretariat to modify the draft Terms of References  for probable renegotiations after incorporating the relevant suggestions in this Council meeting and also the feedback from the deliberations in FAO meeting in Salvador, Brazil (November 15-18, 2011)
c) to again circulate the revised draft to member countries and also to other stakeholders and make their comments to be discussed in the next Council meeting and meanwhile

d) to continue working for preparing grounds for effective renegotiation with UNCTAD.
Decision XI(XIII)

(Agenda item D.2.a)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/9 entitled “Staff Matters and Related Issues of the IJSG”;  

Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;
The Council appreciates the role of the present Secretary General and his team in membership drive and also making IJSG a much more vibrant organization. 
Noting further that, the extension matter is a routine business to restore his tenure to normal 3 years in the light of extension of the tenure of the IJSG up to 2014, approved in the last Council meeting. 

Decides:
(a) to approve the proposal of the Secretariat to formally approve a normal three year  tenure of the Secretary General Mr. Bhupendra Singh from his date of joining at IJSG, October 1, 2010  to  September 30, 2013. 
Decision XII(XIII)

(Agenda item D.2.b)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/9 entitled “Staff Matters and Related Issues of the IJSG”;  

Noting the comments of the Chairperson that, the Secretary General is not entitled for making extension of any official staff of IJSG beyond retirement age 
Noting also the comments and agreement of the other Members on the issue,
Decides:
(a) to accord post facto approval for the extension of Finance Assistant Mr. Rozario  from 26 September to 31 December 2011.

(b) to instruct the IJSG Secretariat to complete the recruitment process for the position of Finance Assistant as per the IJSG staff rules.
Decision XIII (XIII)
(Agenda item D.4)
The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/10 entitled “Financial Resources of the Special Account”;  

Noting the comments of the Members,
Decides:
(a) The jute based composite project submitted by IJIRA, Kolkata, may be referred to National Jute Board, India, for funding consideration.
Decision XIX (XIII)

(Agenda item D.5)
The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/11 relating to the “Status of the Administrative Budget of the IJSG for 2011/2012”;
Decides
(a) to take note of the approved budget
Decision XV (XIII)

(Agenda item E.1)
Noting also the comments and views of the delegates; the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/12 relating to the “Draft internship policy for IJSG”
Noting the need for more clarifications and lack of comprehensive details in the draft internship policy;
Noting the suggestions by the Members that the rate of the stipend being paid and suggested is too meagre especially for foreign interns;
Noting the views of the Members that the internship policy should not place an excessive financial burden and needs to limit the maximum numbers at a time;
Decides:

(a) to instruct the Secretariat to prepare a comprehensive proposal and seek the approval of the Members through circulation;
(b) To give post facto approval to the extension of the internship in the proposed case and instruct the Secretary General not to further continue the tenure of the existing interns beyond the prescribed limit in the existing policy.
Decision XVI (XIII)

(Agenda item E.2 a.b.c)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C/(XIII)/13 relating to “Signing of MOU with different organizations”
Noting the views of Members and delegates,
Noting the very successful implementation of MOU with the NCDPD, India

Decides:

(a) to accord post facto approval the MOU signed between IJSG and INF&MP

(b) to approve the proposed MOU to be signed between IJSG and INTROP

(c) to take a note of the MOU signed between IJSG and CIRDAP and NCDPD 
(d) to pursue the matter of MOU with SAC

Decision XVII (XIII)

(Agenda item F)
The Council of the IJSG Decides:

to convene  its Fourteenth Session of the Council in May 2012. The actual date(s) of the Session will be decided through correspondence with the Member Countries.

Decision XVIII (XIII)

(Agenda item G)

The Council of the IJSG Decides:
to adopt the Record of Decisions of the  Thirteenth Session of the Council as contained in document C/(XIII)/14 and to authorise the Secretariat to prepare and circulate the Report of the Council Session in document C/(XIII)/15 as soon as possible to all Members, Associate Members and Observers.
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