       RESTRICTED










           C/(XII)/15









            May 17, 2011
TWELFTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

Dhaka, 16-17 May 2011
RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE TWELFTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

(Agenda Item G)
RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE TWELFTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG) 

Decision I (XII)

(Agenda item A. 3.a)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the limited number of membership and recalling the decisions taken at its previous Sessions;

Decides:

not to elect a Credentials Committee but to entrust the responsibility to the Secretary General of the IJSG to check the appropriate documents and report back to the Council during the Session. 

Decision II (XII)

(Agenda item A. 4)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to accept the representatives of China,  Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, FAO, CIRDAP, SAARC Agricultural Centre and UNIDO as Observers according to paragraph 14(c) of the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG.

Decision III (XII)

(Agenda item A. 5)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/1.Rev.1– Annex 2 relating to the membership of the Council;

Noting further the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/2 relating to the “Report of the Secretary General on Membership” on his initiatives for increasing membership of the IJSG;
Noting also the withdrawal letter submitted by the Swiss Federation to the depository, Secretary General, United Nations, New York on May 15, 2010;

Considering that efforts to persuade potential member countries to become members of the IJSG need to be continued and intensified; 

Decides:

(a)
to request Swiss Federation to reconsider the withdrawal letter and to continue its membership with the IJSG;

(b)
to reiterate its appeal to non-member countries issued at the Third Session of the Council of the IJSG;
(c)
to request the Secretariat to continue its efforts  as per the decisions taken by the Council at its previous Sessions; and 
(d)
to request all existing members to make collective efforts and also to utilise their appropriate diplomatic channels and help IJSG Secretariat to persuade the potential member countries to become members. 
Decision IV (XII)

(Agenda item A.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/3 relating to the “Distribution of Votes ”  of member countries for the year 2011/2012;

Decides:

to approve the Distribution of Votes of member countries for the year 2011/2012 as set out in document C(XII)/3. 

Decision V (XII)

(Agenda item B.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/4 (Rev.-I) concerning the “Status of Associate Membership of the IJSG and Status of Associate Membership Fee”;

Noting the invigorating initiative taken by the Secretariat in increasing the number of the Associate Members of the IJSG;
Noting further that the Secretary General has provisionally accepted the Associate Membership of forty two Associations/Entities provisionally as authorised by the Council; 

Decides:

(a)
to appreciate the efforts of the Secretariat and PSCB and approve the Associate Membership of the forty two Associations/Entities, provisionally accepted by the Secretary General, as given in the List-B of the document C(XII)/4 (Rev.-I); 
(b) to request the Secretariat to issue reminder to the defaulting entities to apply for renewal of their Associate Membership; and 

(c) to request the Secretariat and the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) to continue their efforts for increasing the Associate Membership of the IJSG.
Decision VI (XII)

(Agenda item C.1.b)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat concerning the publication “Jute Matters”; 

Noting also the comments of the delegates;

Decides: 
(a) 
to appreciate the efforts of IJSG in this regard; and
(b)
to request the Secretariat to continue such publication and distribute it to the Member Countries and all relevant stakeholders. 
Decision VII (XII)

(Agenda item C.1.c)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the modified website of the IJSG 

Noting also the comments of the delegates;

Decides: 

(a) to appreciate the much needed initiative; and 

(b)  request the Secretariat to regularly update the website in future.
Decision VIII (XII)

(Agenda item C.4)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/5 concerning the “Decisions/Recommendations of the Eleventh Meeting of the COP”; 

Considering the comments of the delegates;

Decides:
to approve the decisions/recommendations of the Eleventh Meeting of the COP as contained in the Secretariat document C(XII)/5.
Decision IX (XII)

(Agenda item C.5)

The Council of the IJSG:

 Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/6 relating to the “Tenth Meeting of the PSCB”; 
Noting also the comments of the delegates;
Decides:
to approve the decisions/recommendations of the Tenth Meeting of the PSCB as contained in the Secretariat document C(XII)/6.

Decision X (XII)

(Agenda item D.1)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/7 relating to the “Vision IJSG beyond 2014”; 

Considering the comments and views of the delegates that it is a little premature to decide on the proposal placed by the Secretary General;
Decides:

(a) to appreciate the sincere effort of the Secretary General;
(b) to authorise the IJSG Secretariat to continue efforts and explore future possibilities in developing links with international organisations/ associations of other fibers, and expanding the geographical representation of IJSG for strengthening the sector of jute and other natural fibres; and 
(c) to hold a Special Session of the Council within six months to discuss the issue of the future of the IJSG beyond 2014  along with consideration of the Evaluation Report of the Consultant .
Decision XI (XII)

(Agenda item D.2)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/8 entitled “Evaluation of the IJSG Activities”;  

Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:
to instruct the Secretariat to circulate the final report and obtain the comments of the Members within 3 (three) months and place the comments in the Special Session of the Council for consideration.
Decision XII(XII)

(Agenda item D.3)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/9 entitled “Duration, Extension and Renegotiation of the TOR of the IJSG”;  

Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:
(a) to extend the tenure of the IJSG by 2(two) years from 27 April 2012 to 26 April 2014;

(b)  to direct the Secretariat to prepare a draft proposal on the basis of the evaluation report and other achievements of the Secretariat for a possible renegotiation.
Decision XIII(XII)

(Agenda item D.4)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/10 entitled “Staff Matters and Related Issues”;  

Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:
(a) to approve the modified administrative structure as submitted by the IJSG Secretariat in document C(XII)/10 ;

(b) to instruct the Secretariat to place the issue of extension of the Secretary General in view of the extension of the tenure of IJSG in the forthcoming Special Council Session.
Decision XIV(XII)

(Agenda item D.5)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C (XII)/11 entitled “Amendment of the TOR for Renaming the IJSG”;  

Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:
to defer it for the time being. 
Decision XV (XII)

(Agenda item D.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/12 relating to the “Administrative Budget of the IJSG for 2011/2012”;
Noting also the emphasis of the delegates on the importance of keeping the budget as close as possible to that of the previous year; 

Decides:

(a)
to approve the Administrative Budget of the IJSG amounting to US$ 725,000 for the year 2011/2012 (1st July 2011 to 30th June 2012) as per the proposal of the Secretariat;
 (b)
that the contribution of members in respect of the Administrative Budget for the year 2011/2012 shall become due on 1st July 2011;
(c)
that the budget approved by the Council shall constitute an authorisation to the Secretary General to incur expenditure for the purposes for which the budget is approved ; and

(d)
to authorise the Secretary General to make necessary re-appropriation in the budgetary heads, if necessary.
Decision XVI(XII)

(Agenda item D.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the response of the Member Countries;

Decides:
to re-elect, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India Ms. Rita Menon and First Secretary ( Political & Economic), Delegation of EU to Bangladesh Mr. Andrew Barnard, as Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively, of the Council of the International Jute Study Group for the jute year 2011/2012.

Decision XVII(XII)

(Agenda item D.8)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the limited number of membership;

Decides:
to continue the existing Provident Fund Committee consisting of Bangladesh and the European Union for the jute year 2011/2012.

 Decision XVIII (XII)

(Agenda item D.9)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the comments of the delegates;
Decides:

            that contribution will be considered by the Members on receipt of specific proposal(s) from the IJSG Secretariat.

Decision XIX (XII)

(Agenda item D.10)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/13 entitled “Financial Resources of the Special Account”;  

Decides:
to take note of the contents of the document “Financial Resources of the Special Account” relating to earmarked and un-earmarked funds of the Special Account of the IJSG.
Decision XX (XII)

(Agenda item D.11)

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(XII)/14 relating to the “Audit Report of the IJSG for the year 2009/2010”;
Decides:

 to approve the report of the independent Auditors relating to the financial accounts of the    

 IJSG for the year 2009/2010, as contained in document C(XII)/14. 
Decision XXI (XII)

(Agenda item D.12)

The Council of the IJSG: 
Noting the contents of the reports of the Secretariat relating to the “Appointment of Auditors for the year 2010/2011”;

Decides:

            to approve the continuation of  M/s Nurul Faruk Hasan & Co. as auditors to audit the IJSG account for the year 2010/2011 on the same terms and conditions as for the previous year at BDT 75,000/=.
Decision XXII(XII)

(Agenda item E)

The Council of the IJSG: 
Noting the information that the IJSG is taking initiative to sign a memorandum of Understanding (MOU)) with the Centre on Integrated Rural Development for  Asia and the Pacific(CIRDAP), SAARC Agricultural Centre (SAC) and National Centre for Design & Product Development (NCDPD);
Decides:
to approve in principle the initiative for signing of the MOU with CIRDAP, SAC and NCDPD;
Decision XXIII(XII)

(Agenda item F)
The Council of the IJSG decides:

to convene  a Special  Session of the Council of the IJSG  in October/November 2011. The actual date(s) of the Session will be decided through correspondence with the Member Countries.
Decision XXIV (XII)

(Agenda item G)

The Council of the IJSG decides:
to adopt the Record of Decisions of the  Twelfth Session of the Council as contained in document C(XII)/15 and to authorise the Secretariat to prepare and circulate the Report of the Council Session in document C(XII)/16 as soon as possible to all Members, Associate Members and Observers.
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