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TENTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

Dhaka, 05-06 April 2009
RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE TENTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG)

(Agenda Item G)
RECORD OF DECISIONS OF THE TENTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL JUTE STUDY GROUP (IJSG) 

Decision I (X)

(Agenda item A. 3.a)
The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the limited number of membership and recalling the decisions taken at its previous Sessions;

Decides:

not to elect a Credentials Committee but to entrust the responsibility to the Secretary General of the IJSG to check the appropriate documents and report back to the Council during the Session. 

Decision II (X)

(Agenda item A. 4)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to accept the representatives of Malaysia, Pakistan, Vietnam, Philippines and CIRDAP as Observers according to paragraph 14(c) of the Agreement Establishing the Terms of Reference of the IJSG.

Decision III (X)

(Agenda item A. 5)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/1– Annex 2 relating to the membership of the Council;

Noting further the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/2 relating to the “Report of the Secretary General on Membership” on his initiatives for increasing membership of the IJSG;
Considering that common efforts to persuade potential member countries to become members of the IJSG need to be continued and intensified; 

Decides:

(a)
to reiterate its appeal to non-member countries issued at the Third Session of the Council of the IJSG;
(b)
to request the Secretariat to continue its efforts  as per the decisions taken by the Council at its previous Sessions; and 
(c)
to request all existing members to make collective efforts and also to utilise their appropriate diplomatic channels to persuade the potential member countries to become members. 
Decision IV (X)

(Agenda item A.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/3 relating to the “Distribution of Votes ”  of member countries for the year 2009/2010;

Decides:

to approve the Distribution of Votes of member countries for the year 2009/2010 as set out in document C(X)/3. 

Decision V (X)

(Agenda item B.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/4 (Rev -I) concerning the “Status of Associate Membership of the IJSG and Status of Membership Fee”;

Noting the invigorating initiative taken by the Secretariat in increasing the number of the Associate Members of the IJSG;
Noting further that the Secretary General has accepted the Associate Membership of twenty four Associations/Entities provisionally as authorised by the Council; 

Decides:

(a)
to approve the Associate Membership of the twenty four Associations/Entities, provisionally accepted by the Secretary General, as given in the List-B of the document C (X)/4 (Rev -I); 
(b) to request the Secretariat to issue reminder to the defaulting entities to apply for renewal of their Associate Membership within three months failing which their Membership will  be terminated;  and 

(c) to request the Secretariat and the Private Sector Consultative Board (PSCB) to continue their efforts for increasing the Associate Membership of the IJSG.
Decision VI (X)

(Agenda item C.3)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/5 concerning the “Assessment of the World Jute Situation and Related Matters” 

Noting also the comments of the delegates;

Decides: 

to instruct the Secretariat to find the latest available data and analyse the statistical information received from FAO and member countries and communicate the same to the member countries. 

Decision VII (X)

(Agenda item C.6)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/6 concerning the “Decisions/Recommendations of the Ninth Meeting of the COP” 

Considering the comments of the delegates;

Decides:
to approve the decisions/recommendations of the Ninth Meeting of the COP as contained in the Secretariat document C(X)/6.
Decision VIII (X)

(Agenda item C.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

 Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/7 relating to the “Observance of the International Year of Natural Fibres 2009”; 
Noting also the progress of the observance of IYNF by the IJSG;
Considering the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:
(a)
to instruct the Secretariat to play its due role as an International Commodity Body in observing the International Year of Natural Fibres 2009 ;

(b) to instruct the Secretariat to perform the relevant activities as is deemed necessary in this regard;
(c) to instruct the IJSG Secretariat to forward suggestions to the Government of Bangladesh for enacting a law on the mandatory packaging of food grain, sugar, fertilizer and cement by jute bags;  and  also
(d) to request UNGA to take a resolution in favour of mandatory use of jute bags in transportation of agricultural products and relief materials for conducting relief Operation/Mission; and also use of sand bags by UN peace keeping forces as and when       necessary.
Decision IX (X)

(Agenda item D.1)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/8 relating to the “Staffing Structure of the IJSG and related issues”; 

Considering the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:

to approve the proposal of  extension of  the service of Mr. Francis Rozario, Finance Assistant for one year from 26 September 2009 to 25 September 2010 and empowered the Secretary General of the IJSG to extend his service tenure as per Rule 709 of the Staff Rules and Regulation of the IJSG.  

Decision X(X)

(Agenda item D.2)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/9 entitled “An updated report on the IJSG Website –www.jute.org”;  

Noting also the comments and views of the delegates;
Decides:
(i) to instruct the Secretariat to ensure continuous updating of the contents of the Website;

(ii) to instruct the Secretariat for posting as many documents as possible for general view and the classified documents for the IJSG members only.
Decision XI (X)

(Agenda item D.3)

The Council of the IJSG decides:

to re-elect Dr. Sutanu Behuria, Additional Secretary & Financial Advisor, Ministry of Textiles , Govt. of India and Mr. Charles Whitely, First Secretary, Head of Political, Trade, Press and Information Section, Delegation of European Commission to Bangladesh as Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively, of the Council of the International Jute Study Group for the jute year 2009/2010.

Decision XII(X)

(Agenda item D.4)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the limited number of membership;

Decides:
to continue the existing Provident Fund Committee consisting of Bangladesh and the European Community for the jute year 2009/2010.

Decision XIII (X)

(Agenda item D.5)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the comments of the delegates;
Decides:

            that contribution will be considered by the Members on receipt of specific proposal(s) from the IJSG Secretariat.

Decision XIV (X)

(Agenda item D.6)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/10 entitled “Financial Resources of the Special Account”;  

Decides:
to take note of the contents of the document “Financial Resources of the Special Account” relating to earmarked and un-earmarked funds of the Special Account of the IJSG.
Decision XV (X)

(Agenda item D.7)

The Council of the IJSG:

Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/11 relating to the “Administrative Budget of the IJSG for 2009/2010”;
Noting also the emphasis of the delegates on the importance of keeping the budget as close as possible to that of the previous year; 

Decides:

(a)
to approve the Administrative Budget of the IJSG amounting to US$ 622,300 for the year 2009/2010 (1st July 2009 to 30th June 2010) as per the proposal of the Secretariat of which US$ 615,500 is to be financed by members’ contribution;
 (b)
that the contribution of members in respect of the Administrative Budget for the year 2009/2010 shall become due on 1st July 2009;
(c)
that the budget approved by the Council shall constitute an authorisation to the Secretary General to incur expenditure for the purposes for which the budget is approved ; and

(d)
to authorise the Secretary General to make necessary re-appropriation in the budgetary heads, if necessary and apprise the Council of such changes in the next Session of the Council.
Decision XVI (X)

(Agenda item D.8)

The Council of the IJSG:
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/12 relating to the “Audit Report of the IJSG for the year 2007/2008”;
Decides:

 to approve the report of the independent Auditors relating to the financial accounts of the    

 IJSG for the year 2007/2008, as contained in document C(X)/12. 
Decision XVII (X)

(Agenda item D.9)

The Council of the IJSG: 
Noting the contents of the reports of the Secretariat relating to the Appointment of Auditors for the year 2008/2009;
Noting further  that the auditors (1) M/S Nurul Faruk Hassan & Co. and (2) M/S Wahab & Co. are the lowest bidders offering BDT 75,000 equivalent to US$ 1,096 (US$ 1= BDT 68.40 in March 2009). 
Noting also that the concerned committee of the IJSG examined and found M/S Nurul Faruk Hassan & Co. to be more qualified and experienced in auditing similar organization;
Decides:
to approve M/S Nurul Faruk Hassan & Co. as auditors to audit the IJSG accounts for the year 2008/2009 with the quoted fees of Tk. 75,000 on the  terms and conditions of the IJSG.
Decision XVIII (X)

(Agenda item D.10)

The Council of the IJSG: 
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/14 relating to the Duration, Extension and Renegotiation of the TOR of the IJSG;

Noting also the comments of the delegates on the importance and necessity for continuing the existence of the IJSG for making sustainable development of the commodity based economy of the developing countries;
Noting further that the tenure of the present Secretary General will expire on 5 September 2010;
Decides:
(a)
to extend the tenure of the IJSG in principle by 2(two) years from 27 April 2010 to 26 April 2012, subject to the formal approval by the member countries.
(b)
to instruct the Secretariat to prepare a vacancy announcement for appointment of the next Secretary General and get it approved by circulation; 

(c)
to instruct the Secretariat to circulate the vacancy announcement to all member countries in due course and publish the same on the IJSG Website;

(d)
to request the members to forward the applications of candidates not exceeding three from each member country or the EC along with appropriate endorsement by the respective governments/EC;

(e)
to establish an Ad Hoc Committee, in accordance with Rule 38(d) of the Rules of Procedure, comprising of a representative each of Bangladesh, the European Community and India;

(f)
to authorise the Ad Hoc Committee to examine nominations/endorsements and applications received for the position of Secretary General and to prepare a shortlist of a minimum of three suitable candidates for consideration by the Council at its next Session.
Decision XIX (X)

(Agenda item D.11)
The Council of the IJSG: 
Noting the contents of the Secretariat document C(X)/15 relating to Renaming of the International Jute Study Group as International Jute and Kenaf Study Group;

Noting also the possibility of Malaysia and China, the kenaf producing countries to join IJSG as full members;
Decides:
            to instruct the Secretariat to send the proposal to the Members of the IJSG for their formal consideration after the joining of any kenaf producing country like Malaysia , China etc.
Decision XX(X)

(Agenda item E)
The Council of the IJSG: 
Noting the request of the Bangladesh delegates to upgrade the status of the IJSG to erstwhile IJO;
Decides:
to consider the issue at an appropriate time within the framework of the possible renegotiation of the TOR .
Decision XXI(X)

(Agenda item F)
The Council of the IJSG decides:

to convene  the Eleventh  Session of the Council of the IJSG  in March/April 2010. The actual date(s) of the Session will be decided through correspondence with the Member Countries.
Decision XXII (X)

(Agenda item G)

The Council of the IJSG decides:
to adopt the Record of Decisions of the  Tenth Session of the Council as contained in document C(X)/16 and to authorise the Secretariat to prepare and circulate the Report of the Council Session in document C(X)/17 as soon as possible to all Members, Associate Members and Observers.
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