Welcoming Remarks by U Tin Htut Oo, Director-General of the Department of Agricultural Planning, on behalf of the Minister for Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, on the event of Opening Ceremony of “Seminar on Jute/Kenaf”, 7 February 2007, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 

H.E. Ambassador of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh, H.E. Ambassador of the Embassy of the Republic of India, Secretary General of International Jute Study Group (IJSG), Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good morning. First of all, on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigation and on my own behalf, I would like to take this opportunity to 
convey my sincere appreciations to the President of Myanmar Academy of Agricultural, Forestry, Livestock and Fishery Sciences, distinguished officials  of IJSG and resource persons, officials from the Ministry of Commerce and the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, representatives from the Union of Myanmar Chamber of Commerce and Industry, for their kind presence to this “Seminar on Jute/Kenaf” held in cooperation between the International Jute Study Group (IJSG) and Myanmar Industrial Crops Development Enterprise (MICDE) and Myanma Jute Industries (MJI). 
I would also like to thank especially to IJSG for their kind efforts and collaboration with MJI in order to materialize this seminar. 
Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, 
As you may all be well aware that the national economy of Myanmar is highly dependant on agriculture sector which is given the priority as a basic sector for development in addition to all-round development of the whole economy of the nation. In this regard, I would also like to emphasize the importance of the jute and allied fibers in the cropping pattern of delta regions of Myanmar farmers. Previously, during 1980s, the area of jute and allied fibers in Myanmar represented the area more than 55,000 hectares with almost 100,000 metric tons of production and 70,000 metric tons for export. However, the production area has been stepping down to the minimum, i.e. 35,000 hectare, due to the decline in international market for traditional jute- based products.
Due to the fact that the demand for the new forms of jute- and kenaf-based products in the area of textile and paper industries is in increasing trend, it is high time jute industry of Myanmar sought to modify this sector along the lines of global market and it is also the right time for closer collaboration with IJSG. We would like to convey our appreciation to IJSG for selecting Myanmar as a venue to convene this important seminar. In fact, we have been following the activities and research and development of IJSG even though Myanmar is not the member of IJSG at present. 
Distinguished Guests and Participants, 
Production of jute, kenaf and allied fibers of the world is round about 28 million metric tons where India and Bangladesh are having the lion’s share of almost 90 per cent. Although Myanmar shares less than 1 per cent of the world’s total production, Myanmar has a good potential in terms of the factors of production of fiber crops. That is why we do need to analyze from the aspects of socio-economic and business environments of this sector. On the other hand, we also need to strengthen the areas of research and development (R&D), and down-stream industry development in this sector. We hope that IJSG would be able to assist us in this context and this seminar will also be of great help to highlight the future policy and prospects, marketing and trade, production and value addition, innovation and competition etc. 


We are also very pleased to note and welcome the recent resolution of the United Nation General Assembly declaring the year 2009 as the “International Year of Natural Fibers”. In this regard, Myanmar has been highly encouraged due to its natural advantages in diversifying the production of different natural fibers such as kenaf, cotton, silk, ramie etc. in addition to jute.
Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, 
In conclusion, may I reiterate, on behalf of the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, my sincere thanks to International Jute Study Group (IJSG) for their utmost effort to materialize this seminar, and MJI for their coordination and logistic supports. May I wish you all a successful deliberations and a fruitful and pleasant stay in Myanmar. 

Thank you. 
